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“Instead of “split”, “schism”, or “disaffiliation”, what if we saw this moment in the 
life of The United Methodist Church as a reformation moment?  

Bishop Karen Oliveto, Mountain Sky Conference 
  
The Protestant Reformation was a reform movement that swept through Europe 
starting in and around 1517. It resulted in the creation of a branch of Christianity 
called Protestantism, a name used collectively to refer to the many religious groups 
that separated from the Roman Catholic Church due to differences in doctrine. It was 
an exciting and dangerous time, as people started to articulate new ways and understandings of being 
“the church”. We are in such a time again as we navigate our own theological understandings of what it 
means to follow Jesus. Wherever individuals stand on the various schisms in our midst, we know that 
Jesus called us to care for one another. Not only that, but over and over again Jesus expands our notion 
of who our “neighbors” are, and asks us to keep widening the circle. 
  
Your generosity in pledging for 2023 means that we are in good shape to keep our doors open, staff 
paid, and continue our internal ministries. Thank you! This year we are going to work hard to have as 
many points of connection with one another as we possibly can after so many years of distance. 
  
We also recognize that to follow Jesus means to continue to reach out to those in need. This is why 
we’ve put together a list of our Mission Emphasis for the year. All of the suggested mission projects will 
be supported by your cash offerings at worship services during that particular month. Some of these 
ministries we have supported for many years, and others are new initiatives to support new 
collaborations. We tried to find a mix of international, national, and community organizations that we 
felt supported our own mission statement and values. Together we will continue to reform the United 
Methodist Church, and follow Jesus wherever he takes us. To this end, led by long time member 
Bobbi Bourne, we are restarting our mission team to make sure that the missions we support are 
appropriate and life giving. If you want to be a part of this team please contact me ASAP and together 
let us support collaboration and reformation! 
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JANUARY Kenya UMVIM Team - United Methodist Volunteers in Ministry 

FEBRUARY Kits for Kids - United Women in Faith 

MARCH UMCOR - United Methodist Committee on Relief 

APRIL 
Central Oregon Villages - supporting the unhoused in Central Oregon 
through wrap around services and transitional housing 

MAY Compassionate Care Fund - supporting those in need in Central Oregon 

JUNE 
Reconciling Ministries - committed to intersectional justice across and beyond the 
United Methodist connection 

JULY Open Door Ministries - our own mail ministry and Free Store 

AUGUST 
Habitat for Humanity - Bend/Redmond Habitat works with qualified, deserving 
families to help them realize the dream of owning their own home 

SEPTEMBER 
The Latino Community Association - An essential connecting point for our Latino 
immigrant community in Central Oregon 

OCTOBER 
Foster Parent Night Out - a monthly event that gives students the opportunity to 
interact, mentor and spend time with children in the foster care system while their 
resource parents get a few hours off. 

NOVEMBER Food Drive 

DECEMBER Lisa Radford Compassionate Care - our own fund to support neighbors in need 
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Music and Arts Ministry! 
 

Happy New Year! After such lovely services during Advent and Christmas, it has been an 
adjustment getting back to "normal." I am so grateful to all music ministry angels, the 
singers, instrumentalists, choir and Glenda, our lovely guest singers, fabulous tech team, all 
who brought their best with loving spirits and hard work to make beautiful music 
throughout the season, even through added challenges of illnesses. Those illnesses are still 
very much present in the community, and I urge caution for everyone.  
 
I look forward to all that 2023 brings along with some exciting new opportunities. 

 We are in the process of upgrading our sound system, thanks to the generosity of 
extremely kind benefactors.  

 In the spring, we will be welcoming back The Ballybogs. I know some of you, due to the 
weather and road conditions, had to miss out on the their wonderful 
concert in December. Those of you who were able to attend enjoyed it immensely.  

 Beginning February 1, I will be offering a voice class for all skill levels, at 2:30 p.m. on 
Wednesdays. This class will run through May 31. The $40 monthly fee will go into our 
Worship budget. Scholarships are available, and all are truly welcome.  

 We look forward to hosting another talent show, and later in the Spring, a Broadway 
singalong.  

 
I am seeking some brass players for our Easter services 
this year. Please refer anyone you know or any leads to me.  
There is nothing quite like the 
glorious sound of brass on Easter.  
 
Blessings to all for the New Year, 
Karen Sipes  
Director of Music and Arts 
music@bendumc.org  Karen Sipes  

Open Door Ministries a priority for UWF 
 

This winter United Women in Faith (UWF) has gone all-out to support the Open Door 
Ministries at Bend Church. If you remember, it was bitter cold in the weeks before 
Christmas, and many of our mailroom customers were in desperate need of warm clothing 
and a warm bed. Seeing the need, UWF used its Santa Project funds to purchase about $400 
worth of warm gloves and socks, thermal underwear, and sleeping bags to distribute through 
the mailroom. In addition, Circle of Friends took up a collection and gave a very generous 
donation to Compassionate Care, which was used to buy gift cards for gas and propane, as 
well as other miscellaneous necessities. These donations were over and above our annual 
donation of $1,500 to Open Door Ministries and Compassionate Care. In addition to giving 
financial support, UWF also supports Open Door Ministries by volunteering to work in the 
mailroom, the Free Store, and Compassionate Care. Each week, 10-12 members of UWF can 
be found at the church distributing mail, sorting donated clothing, or giving Compassionate 
Care funds to those who need to buy gas, medical supplies or meet other emergencies. UWF 
funding comes from our annual fundraising projects such as the Holiday Bazaar and pie sale, 
which raised about $8,000 in 2022. 
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“Then I heard the Lord’s voice saying, “Whom should I send, and who will go for us?”  I 
said, “I’m here; send me.”--Isaiah 6:8 CEB 

 
Volunteers with the Open Door Ministries met in January to discuss the future of this 
beloved ministry. To recap, starting in December of 2022, the ministry decided to refocus its 
efforts at feeding individuals by supporting the Family Kitchen’s ministry. This decision was 
made because meal services were being duplicated. We hoped this would make the 
delivery of services more efficient and assist with the shortage of Family Kitchen volunteers 
on Wednesday mornings. During the meeting, it was noted that Family Kitchen could still 
use volunteers on Wednesdays and, in particular, they need a second dishwasher. If you 
believe you could support Family Kitchen on Wednesday mornings (or on other days), I 
invite you to go to the Family Kitchen website and sign up for a shift. There are shorter and 
longer shifts available depending upon your schedule. Here is the link to sign up as a 
volunteer:  http://www.familykitchen.org/volunteer 
 
Currently, the Open Door Ministries offers mailroom services 5 days a week from 1-3pm. It 
was decided that Open Door will provide prepackaged light snacks and bananas to the guests 
that use the mailroom services throughout the week. At this time, I am willing to do the 
shopping for these items, but would like for someone else to take over the shopping for these 
light snacks and fruit. Also, if there is someone who is willing to organize and lead a Peanut 
Butter & Jelly Sandwich Making Brigade, then that could be something that we could offer to 
the guests as well when they pick up their mail.  
 
Compassionate Care is available on Wednesdays from 1-3 pm. Compassionate Care continues 
to help people with gas/propane assistance primarily, which is a true blessing to so many. 
The Free Store that offers folks clothing items is now operating on Mondays and Wednesdays 
from 1-3 pm. Ideally, this ministry would expand its hours of operation to five days a week; 
however, there are not enough volunteers to staff it more than 2 days a week at this time. If 
the hours of operation for the Free Store are to be expanded, then more volunteers are going 
to be needed. Two volunteers for each shift are needed to ensure everyone’s safety as the 
guest will be allowed to come into the building and do their own “shopping”. If you believe 
you could help out in the Free Store, please reach out to me at care@bendumc.org, 
Martha Hemingway at spiritwok@msn.com, or Valerie White at 
valeriejwhite@bendbroadband.com. 
 
If you are unable to offer your time and talents to these services, please consider supporting 
the Open Door Ministries with your financial gift. Supporting the Open Door can be as 
simple as collecting your bottles and cans to redeem their deposits using the blue bags 
available in the narthex. All monies raised through the Blue Bag Program will be given to the 
Compassionate Care fund. 
 
As always, the future of the Open Door Ministries depends 
On people who are willing to answer the call to service with 
“I’m here; send me.” 
 
Micheal Harris 
Minister of Care & Education 
care@bendumc.org 
541-382-1672 Ext 5 
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Deacon Ditties by Rev. Jill Plant 

 
Joyful Noise Music Academy is up and running! We 
currently have 36 musicians registered, ages from 2 to 76, 
enjoying Early Childhood Music, Sing Along Choir, and 
Beginning Piano, Guitar, and Ukulele. Winter Term 2023 
began January 3rd and will continue until the final concert 
on Friday, February 24 at 6:00pm. We are so grateful for 
those of you who have given financially and have given your 
time to be our classroom and lobby hosts. We are able to of-
fer scholarships to 6 of our musicians this term to keep the 
$40 per term fee affordable for all of our musicians! One of 
the parents of musicians said, “Our kids love it! We are enjoying their ukulele/
guitar jams as they try to play songs together. Thank you teachers!” The joy is 
evident in the classrooms and on the faces of the musicians and their families!  
 
Spring Term 2023 will begin in April and run through May. We are looking for 
string players who can teach beginning violin for our community. We also 
continue to seek out grants so we can increase the class offerings and number of 
paid teachers to meet the need in our community. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Rev. Jill Plant at 
deaconjillplant@gmail.com if 
you are interested in 
learning more! You can also 
check out the music academy at 
our website, 
joyfulnoisemusicacademy.com, 
or at Joyful Noise Music 
Academy on Facebook. 

mailto:deaconjillplant@gmail.com
http://joyfulnoisemusicacademy.com/
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PRAYERS & SQUARES QUILTERS 
Monthly -  1st and 3rd Wednesdays 
10am - Noon in the UWF Craft room 

 
We make quilts to be given to individuals facing an illness, having a difficult 

time or simply in need of special love and prayers. 

Lisa Radford Compassionate Care Ministries 
Wednesdays 1:00pm to 3:00pm 

Available In-Person Only 
Gas Vouchers, Propane, Utility Assistance, IDs and miscellaneous  

Kits for Kids is Back! 
After some down-time during the pandemic, Kits for Kids is back! The kits are large 
drawstring bags filled with toiletries and other necessities for kids in need. They are 
put together April to June and delivered to 850 families in Central Oregon before 
school starts in the fall. 
 

Kits for Kids will be the Mission Emphasis for the month of February. All cash 
donations collected during worship services will benefit this ministry. 

 
Jill Gentry will be available for in person collections 
on Feb 26th, March 26th and April 2nd. (You can 
donate cash, check, or use a card.) Once donations 
are collected, the shopping can begin, bags will be 
packed, and then delivered. 
 
 

Help local kids be fresh and ready for school this fall by donating! 
Contact Jill Gentry if you have questions (mmegentry@gmail.com).  
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
 
 

 
 

 

1 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
    Open Door Mail & 
    Compassionate Care 
2:30 Voice Lessons 
          w/Karen Sipes 
4pm Mark Bible Study  
            via Zoom 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
5pm - Jazzercise 
6pm Disciple Bible Study 
7pm - Chancel Choir 

2 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
7pm 50/50 Bible Study  
          (via Zoom) 

3 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
    Open Door Mail 

4 
9:00am -  Jazzercise   

5 
9am Contemporary Serv. 
 
10am - Guy Talk 
 
11am Traditional Service 
 
4 - 6:30 Youth Group 

6 
9:00 - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30 Bells of Praise 
4:30pm  - Jazzercise 
5:00 - Jazzercise 

 

 

             7 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
11:00am - Staff meeting 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2:00pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
6:00pm Praise Band 

8 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
    Open Door Mail & 
    Compassionate Care 
2:30 Voice Lessons 
          w/Karen Sipes 
4pm Mark Bible Study  
            via Zoom 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
5pm - Jazzercise 
6pm Disciple Bible Study 
7pm - Chancel Choir 

9 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
7pm 50/50 Bible Study  
          (via Zoom) 

10 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
    Open Door Mail 

 

11 
9:00am -  Jazzercise   

 
CPR, 1st Aid, 

AED Class 

11:00 

In sanctuary 

12 
9am Contemporary Serv. 
 
10am - Guy Talk 
 
11am Traditional Service 
 
4 - 6:30 Youth Group 

13 
9:00 - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00 - 3:00 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30 Bells of Praise 
4:30pm  - Jazzercise 
5:00 - Jazzercise 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

14 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
10:00am Worship Team 
11:00am - Staff meeting 
1:00 Bereavement Group 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2:00pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
6:00pm Praise Band 

15 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
    Open Door Mail & 
    Compassionate Care 
2:30 Voice Lessons 
          w/Karen Sipes 
4pm Mark Bible Study  
            via Zoom 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
5pm - Jazzercise 
6pm Disciple Bible Study 
7pm - Chancel Choir 

16 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
9:30 Circle of Friends 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
7pm 50/50 Bible Study  
          (via Zoom) 

17 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
    Open Door Mail 
 

 
 
 

 

18 
9:00am -  Jazzercise   
 

 
 

Chess Tournament! 
 

19 
 
9am Contemporary Serv. 
 
10am - Guy Talk 
 
11am Traditional Service 
 
12pm - Church Council 
 
4 - 6:30 Youth Group 
 

 

20 
9:00 - Jazzercise 
10am Crafters 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00 - 3:00 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30 Bells of Praise 
4:30pm  - Jazzercise 
5:00 - Jazzercise 
 

 

 
 

 

21 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
10:00 Health Ministries 
11:00am - Staff meeting 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2:00pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
6:00pm Praise Band 

22 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
    Open Door Mail & 
    Compassionate Care 
2:30 Voice Lessons 
          w/Karen Sipes 
4pm Mark Bible Study  
            via Zoom 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
5pm - Jazzercise 
6pm Disciple Bible Study 
7pm - Chancel Choir 

23 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
7pm 50/50 Bible Study  
          (via Zoom) 

24 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
    Open Door Mail 
 
 

 

25 
9:00am -  Jazzercise   

26 
 
9am Contemporary Serv. 
 
10am - Guy Talk 
 
11am Traditional Service 
 
4 - 6:30 Youth Group 

27 
9:00 - Jazzercise 
10am Crafters 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00 - 3:00 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30 Bells of Praise 
4:30pm  - Jazzercise 
5:00 - Jazzercise 

28 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
11:00am - Staff meeting 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2:00pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
6:00pm Praise Band 
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Shelley Giaier 02/01 

Mark Gonzalez 02/01 

Cathy Renner 02/01 

Diana Strand 02/01 

Patty Stark 02/02 

Beverly Gordon 02/03 

Jean Nelson-Dean 02/03 

Lyla Henderson 02/05 

Helen Bohnhoff 02/06 

Daniel Strand 02/16 

Susie Neubauer 05/20 

Clara Stuart 02/20 

Dory Koehler-King 02/21 

Kevin White 02/21 

Micheal Harris 02/24 

Max King 02/24 

Cheree Johnson 02/25 

Don Miller 02/25 

Danny Lange 02/26 

Donna Sikonia 02/06 

Meagan Greenough 02/07 

Ann Overman 02/10 

John Szabo 02/11 

Tim Zerger 02/12 

Christine Jones 02/13 

Wes Wilson 02/13 

Barbara Jordan 02/15 

Steve Castillo 02/16 

Jake & Valerie Weber 02/24 

The Health Ministries Team would like to reinstate 
the Balance Class if there is interest. 

 
Are you interested? If so, please contact Karen Wykes 

Phone: 541-797-9714 
Email: kjawykes@gmail.com 
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680 NW Bond Street 
Bend, Oregon 97703 

The Chimes is a monthly newsletter published for the members and friends of Bend Church.   
Send correspondence and address changes to 680 NW Bond St., Bend, Oregon 97703; or email: communications@bendumc.org 

CHURCH STAFF 

Lead Pastor: Rev. Jen Stuart 
           

Minister of Care & Education: Micheal Harris Director of Music & Arts Ministry: Karen Sipes 
Communications Director: Erin Buckley-Noonan Chancel Choir Director: Glenda Alford                                                         
Business Administrator: Kai Alapa’I Bells of Praise Director: Shelley Giaier                      
Facilities Manager: Mike Churches  

 
                                                 

                     
                

 Bishop of the Oregon-Idaho Conference:           District Superintendent:  Wendy Woodworth 
    Rev. Dr. Cedrick Bridgeforth                                                      District Website: umoi.org 

 
                   
 

 

Bend Church - United Methodist 
680 NW Bond Street, Bend OR  97703 

office.bendchurch@gmail.com 
www.bendumc.org 

Phone: (541) 382-1672 


