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Jeremiah 29:11 -  I know the plans I have in mind for you, declares the Lord; they are 
plans for peace, not disaster, to give you a future filled with hope. 

 

Bend Church by the Numbers 

I’ve heard some rumblings lately that some of you are worried that our worship numbers are not 

where they used to be. This is true. We are a different church than we were three years ago. We 

have collectively been through a lot of trauma. However, our numbers all together look pretty 

darn good so I want to give you some context. First of all, world-wide there are no churches that 

have maintained the worship numbers that we all had prior to the pandemic. According to the 

last Pew survey in March, “When it comes to the operating status of congregations, a majority 

of evangelical Protestants who typically attend religious services at least monthly or say they 

attended in person in the past month (60%) say their church is open and holding services in 

the same way it did before the pandemic began. Evangelicals are significantly more likely 

than mainline Protestants (33%) and Catholics (43%) to say this is the case.”1  We are a 

mainline Protestant Congregation who have taken our COVID precautions seriously. When the 

COVID numbers hit a record high in late January, we went back to only online 

worship until those numbers were under control. It will take time for many of our members to 

feel comfortable being in a large room with others, but do not fret because many are joining us 

online. We are also welcoming new faces in worship as mainline protestants start stepping into 

“normal” life again. 

 

The Reverend Lilian Daniel, a prominent Lutheran leader wrote this to her churches this month, 

“If you wonder if some mythical church down the road is packed, let me tell you, the return is 

slow across denominations and across the nation. Families with children, stressed to the max 

during COVID are the slowest to return to church and both the mega church and the tiny 

church are feeling it. If you are getting 30% of your previous in person attendance, that is nor-

mal. If you are getting 50%, I’d call that a victory. And if your church is a little cranky, give 

yourself and each other some extra Christian kindness.”2 

 
Continued on page 2 
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2.  https://myemail.constantcontact.com/A-Message-from-Conference-Minister--The-Rev--Dr--Lillian-Daniel.html?
soid=1103422986933&aid=EQ0gvLzq85M  

1. https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2022/03/22/more-houses-of-worship-are-returning-to-normal-operations-but-in-
person-attendance-is-unchanged-since-fall/#:~:text=In%20July%202020%2C%20roughly%20four,and%20now%20stands%20at%
2027%25.  

Worship Attendance  

As of September 21st, 2022  

Online Worship Average: 95  

9am Worship Average: 57  

11am Worship Average: 40  

Financials 

As of September 1st, 2022 

Donations  Actual Budget 

General  $65,701.30  $8,168.12 

Pledged  $16,762.52  $21,666.75 

Continued from page 1 

Beyond worship numbers our giving has remained steady. Some folks are a tad behind 

in pledged giving, but that is normal for this time of year. I say all of this to remind you 

that we are a people of abundance, and all is well! Your staff and church 

council will try to do a better job of keeping financials and attendance 

numbers readily available for you. 

Ask questions and hold us accountable. 

Blessings!  Pastor Jen  
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Deacon Ditties by Rev. Jill Plant 
 

I am the coordinator for the Central Oregon Connectional Ministries Project. I am a 
deacon, spouse to Gary, mother of three adult and nearly adult children, a music 
educator, music ministry director, voracious reader, and (slow) runner! My strengths in 
ministry are listening and making connections with people and ministries. 
 
Last week I had the opportunity to be with Jen Stuart of Bend Church, Erika Spaet of 
Storydwelling, Gigi Siekkinen of Madras UMC, Jane Petke of Suttle Lake United Methodist 
Camp, and Sherry Feiger and the folks of John Day UMC.  My work is to listen to and 
dream with the leaders and folks of these faith communities to help make connections in 
ministry throughout Central Oregon. I have enjoyed fellowship, singing, mission work, and 
worship with the folks in John Day. I also provide music leadership at Madras UMC with 
the Music Team and Choir. Our Music Team provided music leadership for the Suttle Lake 
100 Year Celebration over Labor Day Weekend.  I am looking forward to connecting with 
the Bend Church at the Talent Show and connecting with Storydwelling in the near future. 
 
Fun fact: I have ukuleles that I can take “on the road” for fun, 
fellowship, and connecting! No previous experience needed! In all 
seriousness, I love what I am doing and I can’t wait to be with all of 
you in ministry. 

Rev. Jill Plant 
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A Message From Micheal Harris 

 
Our worship theme for September and much of October has been “The Power of 
Story”. Humans have always turned to telling stories to convey truths, create 
community, teach lessons, and solidify our bonds. The Health Ministries Team is 
planning a Cancer Awareness panel discussion on October 23rd in between the morning 
worship services. I hope you will mark this event on your calendars. If 
cancer is part of your story and you are interested in sharing about your journey, please 
contact me. The Health Ministries Team is also intending to acknowledge 
Diabetes Awareness Month in November, so stay tuned for more information. 
 

As a minister and mental health counselor, I am acutely aware of the power of story.  I am 

currently getting trained and certified in a mental health treatment intervention called Eye 

Movement Desensitization Reprocessing (EMDR). This training has been rigorous and in-

formative. EMDR is a tested and validated way of addressing those stories that we carry in 

our mind that cause us distress and pain. These stories can be about actual, imagined, or 

even pre-verbal events that impair a person from living a life free of the symptoms that bring 

them to see mental health professionals. These symptoms range from depression and anxiety 

to phobias and PTSD. The results from using EMDR are nothing short of miraculous for 

most clients. I underwent EMDR therapy several years ago to address my anxiety that had 

become overwhelming when a relationship I was in ended. The results I experienced literally 

transformed my relationship with anxiety that had plagued me most of my life. I am so 

thankful that we have discovered a way to address the painful stories and bring profound 

healing to so many who suffer. I am also grateful to this community of faith for supporting 

me as a bi-vocational minister who is able to offer spiritual and 

mental health healing to others in our wider community of Central 

Oregon. 

 

Micheal Harris 

Care & Education Ministries 

 

The Health Ministries Team is sponsoring a Cancer Awareness Panel on October 
23rd between the 9 am and 11 am services in the Sanctuary that will be open to 
all in the congregation.  If cancer has touched your life and you are willing to 

discuss your journey, please consider being a member of this panel. 
If interested, contact Micheal Harris.  
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Building Connections with Brian 

It's September again and the church is even more alive than I 
imagined it would be. Central Oregon Villages has two pallet shelters 
in the parking lot. The Boys and Girls Jr. Club is back in the 
classrooms upstairs, while the Montessori pre-school is back in action. 
It is an actual joy. The Youth Group has been ecstatic to use the new 
and improved Youth Room these last few weeks. Repairs of the 
upstairs rooms are finally coming together. This will open the doors 
for ReVillage to use the remaining classrooms for their nursery. Throw 
the Boy Scouts into the mix, along with Jazzercise and yoga classes, 
(not to mention the various other programs that will be utilizing our 
facility), means the place is almost fully functional again for the first 
time since the pandemic. It's been tough, but definitely worth it. 

 
On the other side of things, our Open Door Ministries is still doing all 
that it does. There are plenty of blankets stocked up for the winter and 
a good set of people helped make that happen. Once again thanks so 
much to everyone for all of your help with those that need. It really 
means a lot. Everything counts - from food or shoes to even just a little 
bit of human interaction. Hopefully, I can get the shower truck on site 
to help us battle some of the harder conditions of being stuck in the 
dirt. Let's include the Mosaic and the other medical services that still 
visit on Wednesday mornings, and are really doing things! 

 
When it comes to being inside, for now, the good news is a potential 
chess class that will be held weekly for those interested. It will be 
taught by Paul Shannon and open to anyone eager to learn from a real 
Master at the game. 

 
In the meantime, let's keep moving forward, and continue always 
doing all that we can for our fellow siblings in Christ. 

 
"Happy Fall, y'all."  
It's been great. Only getting better! 

 
Facilities Manager &  
Open Door Ministries Coordinator 
Brian Carela 
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Music and Arts Ministry! 
 
Happy Autumn!  

I'm hoping that fires are under control and that the air is clearer as this is 

being read. Smoke makes singing fairly challenging. I always advise extra care 

for voices during these times. The obvious measures, of course, such as staying 

indoors, wearing properly fitted N95 mask, air purifiers, most already know. 

Drinking more water is also crucial for vocal health during fires.  A big part of 

what I do as a vocal instructor is teach vocal health, and I have a lot of helpful 

information for keeping the voice healthy and making sure the vocal folds can 

function optimally. Feel free to come to me with any concerns you have about 

the health and strength of your voice, particularly as winter approaches. I've 

also found that COVID brings unique challenges for singers as they recover 

and begin to sing again. I consider it part of my mission at Bend Church to 

help care for voices of those in music ministries, of course, but I'm also happy 

to address any difficulties with speaking voices. Vocal health is vital for all.  

 

I'm very excited to have Jason Plankey join our praise team! Jason has a 

degree in jazz music, with a guitar major. He also plays percussion. He's been 

a delight to work with, and is proving to be quite an asset as a gifted musician.  

I'm equally excited to have Dave Beckett joining us on guitar! He's a wonderful 

musician and we all enjoy his grace, humor and presence very much. It is an 

answer to prayer to have these two join the talented, faithful members of the 

team already on board. I'm grateful for each of them, for their gifts, and pure 

grace in how they share their hearts so beautifully each week in worship.  

 

It's a joy to have our choir back up and singing, and to be blessed by the Bells 

of Praise as they come back this season.  

 

Please know that if you have a musical gift to share, you will 

be warmly welcomed into music ministries. I'm more than 

happy to chat with you and help you get plugged in. 

 

Blessings to all, 

Karen Sipes, 

Director of Music and Arts 

 

Karen Sipes 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   
   1 

9:00am -  Jazzercise   
 
 
 

2 
9am Contemporary Serv. 
 
10am - Book Study 
 
11am Traditional Service 
 
4 - 6:30pm Youth Group 
 
5:30pm Al Anon 

3 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
10:00am - Crafters 
12:00pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:00pm Bells of Praise 
4:30pm  - Jazzercise 
5:00 - Jazzercise 

 
 

 

4 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
11:00am - Staff meeting 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2:00pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
6:00pm Praise Band 
 

5 
8:00 - 10:00 
Open Door 
Ministries 

 
12:00pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
5:00pm - Jazzercise 
7:00pm - Choir 

6 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
9:30 Circle of Friends 
10am Prayers & Squares 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
4:30pm - Chess 
7pm 50/50 Book Study 

7 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 

8 
9:00am -  Jazzercise   
 
 
 

9 
9am Contemporary Serv. 
 
10am - Book Study 
 
10am Guy Talk info 
 
11am Traditional Service 
 
4 - 6:30pm Youth Group 
 
5:30pm Al Anon 

10 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:00pm Bells of Praise 
4:30pm  - Jazzercise 
5:00 - Jazzercise 
 

 

 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
11:00am - Staff meeting 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
7pm Bereavement Group 

12 
 
 
 
 
 

8:00 - 10:00 
Open Door  

1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
10am Prayers & Squares 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm - Chess 
7pm 50/50 Book Study 

14 
 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12:00pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 

 
Sara Hickman 

concert 

15 
9:00am -  Jazzercise   

16 
 
9am Contemporary Serv. 
 
10am - Book Study 
 
11am Traditional Service 
 
4 - 6:30pm Youth Group 
 
5:30pm Al Anon 

17 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:00pm Bells of Praise 
4:30pm  - Jazzercise 
5:00 - Jazzercise 

 

 
 

ReVillage Begins!! 

18 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
10am Health Ministries 
11:00am - Staff meeting 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2:00pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
6:00pm Praise Band 

19 
8:00 - 10:00 
Open Door 
Ministries 

 
12:00pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
5pm - Jazzercise 
7:00pm - Choir 

20 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
9:30am Circle of Friends 
10am Prayers & Squares 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Chess 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
7pm 50/50 Book Study 

21 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12:00pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
 

FOSTER 
PARENT’S 

NIGHT OUT 
5:30 - 8pm 

22 
9:00am -  Jazzercise   

23 
9am Contemporary Serv. 
 
Cancer Awareness Panel 
 
11am Traditional Service 
 
4 - 6:30pm Youth Group 
 
5:30pm Al Anon 

24 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12:00pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:00pm Bells of Praise 
4:30pm  - Jazzercise 
5:00 - Jazzercise 

25 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
11:00am - Staff meeting 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2:00pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
6:00pm Praise Band 

26 
8:00 - 10:00 
Open Door 
Ministries 

 
12pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
5pm - Jazzercise 
7:00pm - Choir 

27 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
10am Prayers & Squares 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2:00pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Chess 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
7pm 50/50 Book Study 

28 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12:00pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 

29 
9:00am -  Jazzercise   
 

Gramma’s Attic 
Drop-Off 

Day!! 
Noon - 2pm 

30 
9am Contemporary Serv. 
 
11am Traditional Service 
 
4 - 6:30pm Youth Group 
 
5:30pm Al Anon 

31 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
10:00am - Crafters 
12:00pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:00pm Bells of Praise 
4:30pm  - Jazzercise 
5:00 - Jazzercise 

     

Oregon/Idaho Gathering of the Orders 

UWF Unit 
meeting 

cancelled 
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M.L. Jennings 10/02 

Evelyn Haertel 10/03 

Paul Engstrom 10/07 

Larry Smith 10/07 

Dave Beckett 10/08 

Alana Lukens 10/09 

Jere Henderson 10/10 

Adam Engstrom 10/13 

Grace Bengtson 10/14 

Scout Gesuale 10/15 

Lilli Malace 10/15 

Bob Browne 10/17 

Jack Bents 10/18 

Ella McMullin 10/18 

Robert Byrd 10/19 

Pamela Smith 10/19 

Shirley Worthen 10/22 

Romane Bailes 10/23 

Liam Schmitt 10/25 

Gloria Codut 10/26 

Mary Dittman 10/26 

Kevin Godard 10/26 

Chuck Hemingway 10/28 

Jack Malace 10/30 

Kathy Henderson 10/31 

Janet Tracy 10/31 

Donna & Jack Sikonia 10/05 

Barbara Brothers & Cathy Renner 10/17 

Robert & Penny Byrd 10/28 

Bazaar News: 
Grammas Attic- The drop off day for donations is Saturday, Oct 29 from 

noon to 2pm. Please limit to 2 boxes or call Jill to discuss options 
(541-280-0503). 

 
Holiday Bazaar: the bazaar will be 2 days this year- Sat and Sun, Nov 12 & 
13, from 9 to 2. Come shop for holiday crafts, delightful pre-owned items, 

and homemade cookies.  
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The Chimes is a monthly newsletter published for the members and friends of Bend Church.   
Send correspondence and address changes to 680 NW Bond St., Bend, Oregon 97703; or email: communications@bendumc.org 

CHURCH STAFF 

Lead Pastor: Jen Stuart 
           

Minister of Care & Education: Micheal Harris Director of Music & Arts Ministry: Karen Sipes 
Communications Director: Erin Buckley-Noonan Chancel Choir Director: Glenda Alford                                                         
Business Administrator: Kai Alapa’I Bells of Praise Director: Shelley Giaier                      
Open Door Ministries & Facilities Manager: Brian Carela  

 
                                                 

                     
                

 Bishop of the Oregon-Idaho Conference:           District Superintendent:  Wendy Woodworth 
  Elaine Stanovsky            District Website: umoi.org 

 
                   
 

 

Bend Church - United Methodist 
680 NW Bond Street, Bend OR  97703 

office.bendchurch@gmail.com 
www.bendumc.org 

Phone: (541) 382-1672 

680 NW Bond Street 
Bend, Oregon 97703 

www.bendumc.org 


