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A Message from the Pastor’s Office
After almost three years without gathering, I am at Camp Indianola this week with
a number of other clergy in what we are affectionately calling “Pastor Camp.” Most
of the time when pastors are at camp, we are leading others in their walk with God.
This week we are gathering in person to rest, laugh, kayak, and collectively work on
how to move through this season of leading the church. We are battered and
bruised from the pandemic, but I also sense a new kind of hope. Together we will
talk through what is working in our churches, what needs to change, and where
each of us is feeling the Spirit move in our congregations.
Soon the Jurisdictional delegates will meet to decide on new bishops for the
Western Jurisdiction. I do not envy those who will be elected to this august
position, but I cannot help but feel excited at the positive changes I know will be
coming our way. Join me in prayer for all of those considering running for bishop,
including District Superintendents Wendy Woodworth, Tim Overton-Harris, and
John Tucker.
In other news, with the partnership of Rev. Erika Spaet and the Storydwelling
community, we have secured a grant for over $33,000 to help us reignite our youth
ministry. We are both committed to helping our teenagers to grow in their love of
God, and to provide space for them to process the events of the last few years with
loving adults. We invite all parents and those adults who wish to help with this
ministry to come to an organizational meeting in our Fellowship Hall on Sunday
September 11th at 12:30pm for lunch.
Pastor Jen Stuart
As always, I treasure your prayers and remain thankful for all you
do to make this a community of love, justice, and peace.
Many Blessings,
Pastor Jen
leadpastor@bendumc.org
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Leader: our own Rev. Jen Stuart
When: Friday, October 7 starting with dinner meal and
ending late morning on Sunday, October 9
Where: Suttle Lake Camp ( just an hour away from Bend, toward Santiam Pass)
Cost: $140 (we hope to have some partial scholarship money available)
Watch for registration information, coming soon.
Contact Cindy Pierce: cindy.pierce1915@gmail.com
or Karen Wykes: kjawykes@gmail.com
GRAMMA’S ATTIC DONATIONS
It’s that time again! Do you have some great things just taking up space in your
closet? Please consider donating them to “Gramma’s Attic”- the rummage sale
held every year as part of our Holiday Bazaar.
What are we looking for?
Household items
Tools
No clothing please

Linens
Sporting goods

Kids toys, books, etc

The drop off date for items is Saturday, Oct 29, from 12 to 2 in the church
parking lot. We ask for no more than 2 boxes of items. If you have more than 2
boxes, please call Jill to discuss (541-280-0503).
Proceeds from Gramma’s Attic benefit
local nonprofit agencies!
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A Message From Micheal Harris
Despite all of my best efforts for the past 2½ years, it happened…I wore masks,
dutifully received vaccinations and boosters, curbed my social activities, attended
Zoom meetings, and squirted untold amounts of hand sanitizer… And it still
happened… I experienced the power of community and gratitude when COVID
invaded my household. As most of you are aware, my husband and I contracted
COVID at the end of July and fought it for most of the month of August. As a Type 2
Diabetic and a person with asthma, I didn’t want to fight this battle. In fact, I
desperately wanted to avoid the battle. Yet, the virus still picked a fight.

The fight has reminded me that recovery is not something I accomplish alone, but it
takes place in the context of community. Yes, I had good medical care when COVID
morphed into pneumonia and set into my lungs, but I was also reminded that I am
part of a faith community who loves me. This faith community has helped provide the
space for my recovery. Keith and I are so grateful for those in the Shalom Circle that
brought us meals, those who prayed for us, and everyone that checked on us through
phone calls and text messages. I am grateful for the staff and church members that
continually reminded me that recovery was the goal, not a premature return to my
schedule. As many of you know, pneumonia is a difficult illness to treat because it
requires copious amounts of rest which is not always supported in a culture that
places a high value on productivity. I am grateful for what COVID has taught me
through the kindness and care I have experienced in this community. It reminds me
of I Thessalonians 5:16-18: “Rejoice always. Pray continually. Give thanks in every
situation because this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”
Blessings!
Micheal
care@bendumc.org

Micheal Harris

The Crafter schedule has changed:
Aug 29. 10-12
Sep 12. 10-12
Sep 19. 10-12
Oct 3. 10-12
Oct 31. Final Crafters! 10-12

3

Music and Arts Ministry!
Greetings! First things first…
As I enter my 6th month at Bend Church, I'm reflecting on gratitude.
•
•

•
•

•

•

I'm grateful for the journey, even through challenges.
I'm grateful for the wonderfully talented substitute pianists who filled in for
Glenda while she recovered, and grateful that Glenda is doing so much
better and is back with us.
I'm grateful for the opportunity to work with the talented and dedicated
musicians here and for the unfailing support and kindness of the staff.
I'm grateful for the grace, light and love that shines within this
congregation. Hymn Sing Sunday was a great success, and at times I felt I
was singing among angels.
I'm grateful for the enthusiastic responses, from the many who submitted
hymn requests to those who attended and sang with such love, and the
work of Erin Buckley-Noonan and Glenda Alford in making it go so
smoothly and seemingly effortlessly.
I'm grateful to be here, among you all, and I look forward to the next six
months of serving God, this community and congregation.

Blessings to all,
Karen Sipes
Director of Music and Arts
music@bendumc.org

Karen Sipes

PRAYERS & SQUARES QUILTERS
Every Thursday starting September 8th
10am - 1pm in the UWF Craft room

We make quilts to be given to individuals facing an
illness, having a difficult time or simply in need of
special love and prayers.
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Get ready for our annual UWF pie sale!
Order: September 11 - 25
Pick up: October 13
Start making room in your freezer for our luscious fruit pies, cream pies,
and traditional pumpkin, everyone’s holiday favorite. We also have mini
pies and something new—hand pies!—this year. All pies come frozen and
(except for the cream pies) need to baked at home. Pies are locally made
by the Willamette Valley Pie Company in Salem.

Watch for detailed
information, including
prices and your order
form, in the mail soon.
We’ll be available
between services
starting Sept. 11 to take
orders and answer
questions.
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The celebration will take place over
Labor Day Weekend
(Friday-Monday).
We do ask those joining us for meals or
lodging to register. On Sunday, we've
planned a picnic lunch for 12:30-1:30 and
a worship at 2:30 with local
participants in mind. Anyone needing
more information or wishing to register
may visit our web-site at
www.gocamping.org
or reach out to us at the camp
(suttlelake@gocamping.org
or 541-595-6663).

Taize is a contemplative, peaceful ecumenical worship service that includes
repetitive prayer through simple, beautiful music.
This type of meditative singing is said to also be a way of listening to God,
of praying in community, and sustaining personal prayer.
We are working on developing a monthly community Taize service
in our sanctuary, times and dates TBD.

Do you love to sing?

Then Chancel Choir wants YOU! We provide music in a variety of styles at the
11 a.m. worship service each Sunday during the school year. New singers are
always welcome. Join this fun bunch of music lovers on Wednesdays starting
September 7 at 7:00 p.m. in the Wesley Room on the upper level of the
church—please enter the building off the parking lot. Contact Chancel Choir
Director Glenda Alford 541-382-1268 today for more information.
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New Adult Bible Study Group
Dave Beckett is offering a weekly Zoom study group to begin
this fall similar to the 50/50 group. The day and time will be
chosen once the group has formed. It will likely be a
weeknight after the evening meal and will meet for one
hour. They will be studying the gospel of Mark using Marcus
Borg's book on Mark. If you are interested in this group email
Dave at dgbeckett@gmail.com.

Calling All Men!
Dave Beckett and John Pitney will
be starting a Men’s Group. More
information to come!

Thursday Night Zoom
Looking for a place to ask questions and share thoughts on the Bible? You are
invited to join a Zoom group meeting regularly on Thursdays at 7 pm, starting Sept.
8. Our first study of the year will focus on this book: “The Return of the Prodigal
Son: A Story of Homecoming” by Henri Nouwen. Nouwen’s encounter with
Rembrandt’s painting of the story is both a topic for our discussion and a model of
immersing oneself in a Gospel story to find deeper meanings. For more information,
call or email Suzanne Painter at painterbusiness@gmail.com or (602) 510-3625.

Bereavement Group
She Ludemann, a retired marriage/family therapist and hospice spiritual care provider, is
offering a Bereavement Group at Bend Church starting on Tuesday, September 13 at 7pm.
The group is open to all (no sign up needed) and will meet for an hour and a half (7-8:30pm) the
2nd Tuesday of each month. This group is intended to help people process their grief and will
begin with a short informational presentation followed by the sharing of our grief journeys.

Coping with COVID
Sue Ludemann, is also offering a 6-week opportunity for members of the congregation to come
together to share their COVID stories: how you coped, what losses you suffered (feeling safe,
trust, faith, friends, etc.), how changes in life style impacted you and your family, how returning
to "normal" may be challenging you, and other challenges you faced. This group will be limited
to 10 people. If there is enough interest, more groups will be offered.
The group will meet at Bend Church on Wednesday evenings from 7-8:30pm beginning
September 21. For further information and to sign up, please contact
Sue at sludemann@outlook.com or call/ text her at 541-536-4865.
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Finance
update
Contribution statements were sent out along with a thank you from Pastor Jen for the
period of January-June 2022. If you noticed that there were any errors or missing
contributions please contact me at business@bendumc.org to get this resolved. It was also
brought to my attention that some folks' auto deduction from myEoffering was disrupted,
you may update your auto deduction from the myEoffering website or update your billing
information. We appreciate your understanding during this transition period and continued
support.
We are also excited to announce that Bend Church has received the Oregon Community
Summer Grant for the amount of $37,460 to support Youth Ministries. We appreciate
Reverend Erika Spaet's help with applying for this grant. These additional funds will help
to build our services and programming for Youth of our congregation.
Blessings,
Kai Alapa’I - Business Manager
business@bendumc.org

LISA RADFORD COMPASSIONATE CARE MINISTRY
We would like to thank everyone who has contributed to Compassionate Care. Our team,
Jeannine Black, Thom Larson, Emily Baker, and Sally Williams, is always grateful to
receive your gifts. This ministry was started by a donation from the Lisa Redford
Compassionate Care Fund, and we are blessed to be able to continue to provide help to
those in need, with your contributions. A phone is a lifeline when one is alone on the
streets. We are able to provide phone cards so people can respond to a job search, receive
medical information, and schedule appointments. We continue to provide vouchers to
Fred Meyer, which our guests use for gas and propane Sometimes they just need a part to
keep their car running. We provide car repair as needed. A few of our guests who live on
the street have no place to safely keep their belongings. We help with payments to
storage lockers. The people we help are tremendously grateful. They always thank us for
doing this work. Many ask what they can do in return.
We help in small ways, but it can be huge for someone in need.
Thank you, and keep us in your prayers.
Sincerely,
Jeannine Black
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Building Connections with Brian!
As temperatures begin to drop again and summer comes to its close, we are close to having a full
building again. It is going to be really great to have more activity in the building and our youth
programs back up and running. The classrooms upstairs are almost finished with the remodeling
and will mostly be booked for the Fall. The youth room is only missing some finishing touches. It's
amazing how different things look compared to seven months ago. In what will seem like the blink
of an eye, our Educational Wing will be cleared, staged, and ready for action. Some restoration and
sprucing-up is getting done for the Montessori area: fresh paint for the picket fence! We are
installing new hose bibs for outside water works, not to mention all of the work
Central Oregon Villages has been doing with the micro homes in our parking lot.
Things are really coming together well.
When it comes to the Open Door Ministries, things are moving along smoothly and we've been
feeding over a hundred meals a week. Although there has been some misconduct on the lawn, we
have taken the necessary precautions to avoid any repeats. We are also working even more with the
community to maintain a healthy outreach. Soon we will be moving toward hot sandwiches and
cold weather, so remember now is the best time for us to be stockpiling on winter wear and
sleeping bags.
Between food, floods, and flooring it has been yet another invigorating
season. I look forward to many more here at Bend Church. You are all such
amazing people. I am enamored to be here. Let's always remember that a
church is not just a building, but a body of people.
Thanks again for all of the help and support from everyone.
Brian Carela
Open Door Ministries
Facilities Manager
opendoor@bendumc.org

We are excited to announce that a new ReVillage childcare co-operative will open in Bend
Church's upstairs classrooms this fall! We'll open our doors on October 17th to twenty
preschoolers, ages 3-5. These twenty kiddos will have year-round, high-quality, full-day
early childhood education thanks to the faithful folks of Bend Church. We are proud to
partner with Preschool Promise, a statewide program that makes sure all children have
access to high-quality early education.
We'll host an open house Thursday, October 6, from 5-7 pm for church members and
ReVillage families. Stay tuned for details!
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
9:00am - Jazzercise
1:00pm - 3:00pm
Open Door Mail
2pm - Yoga
4:30pm - Jazzercise

4
5
9am Contemporary Serv. 9:00 - Jazzercise
12:00 - Jazzercise
10am - Sin of Certainty 1:00pm - 3:00pm
Book Study
Open Door Mail
4:30pm - Jazzercise
11am Traditional Service 5:00 - Jazzercise
5:30pm Al Anon

12
9:00 - Jazzercise
10:00 - Crafters
12:00 - Jazzercise
1:00 - 3:00
Open Door Mail
4:30pm - Jazzercise
5:00 - Jazzercise

13
9:00am - Jazzercise
10:00am Worship Team
11:00am - Staff meeting
1:00pm - 3:00pm
Open Door Mail
2:00pm - Yoga
4:30pm - Jazzercise
6:00pm Praise Band
7pm Bereavement Group

18

19
9:00 - Jazzercise
10:00am - Crafters
12:00 - Jazzercise
1:00 - 3:00
Open Door Mail
3:30 - Bells of Praise
4:30pm - Jazzercise
5:00 - Jazzercise

20
21
9:00am - Jazzercise
8:00 - 10:00
11:00am - Staff meeting
Open Door
12:30 Health Ministries
Ministries
1:00pm - 3:00pm
10:30:
Open Door Mail
Open Door Training
2:00pm - Yoga
12pm - Jazzercise
4:30pm - Jazzercise
1:00pm - 3:00pm
6:00pm Praise Band
Open Door Mail
4:30pm - Jazzercise
5pm - Jazzercise
7pm - Chancel Choir
7pm Coping w/ COVID

10am - Sin of Certainty
Book Study
11am
Traditional Service

9:00am - Jazzercise
9:30am
Circle of Friends
12:00 - Jazzercise
1:00pm - 3:00pm
Open Door Mail

SATURDAY
2

22
23
24
9:00am - Jazzercise
9:00am - Jazzercise
9:00am - Jazzercise
10:00 Prayers & Squares 12:00 - Jazzercise
1:00pm - 3:00pm
1:00pm - 3:00pm
Open Door Mail
Open Door Mail Bob & Joanne Madden
2pm - Yoga
Memorial
4:30pm - Jazzercise

United Women in Faith Annual Pie Sale! September 11 - 25
9am
Contemporary Serv.
10am - Sin of Certainty
Book Study
11am
Traditional Service
5:30pm Ala Non

3

14
15
16
17
9:00am - Jazzercise
9:00am - Jazzercise
8:00 - 10:00 9:00am - Jazzercise
9:30 Circle of Friends 12:00 - Jazzercise
Open Door
10:00 Prayers & Squares 1:00pm - 3:00pm
Ministries
1:00pm - 3:00pm
Open Door Mail
12pm - Jazzercise
Open Door Mail Parent’s Night Out
1:00pm - 3:00pm
2pm - Yoga
Open Door Mail
4:30pm - Jazzercise
4:30pm - Jazzercise
5pm - Jazzercise
7pm - Chancel Choir
United Women in Faith Annual Pie Sale! September 11 - 25

5:30pm Ala Non
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9:00am - Jazzercise

6
7
8
9
10
9:00am - Jazzercise
9:00am - Jazzercise
9:00am - Jazzercise
8:00 - 10:00 9:00am - Jazzercise
11:00am - Staff meeting
10:00 Prayers & Squares 12:00 - Jazzercise
Open Door
1:00pm - 3:00pm
1:00pm - 3:00pm
1:00pm - 3:00pm
Ministries
Open Door Mail
Open Door Mail
Open Door Mail
2:00pm - Yoga
2pm - Yoga
12pm - Jazzercise
4:30pm - Jazzercise
4:30pm - Jazzercise
1:00pm - 3:00pm
6:00pm Praise Band
Open Door Mail
4:30pm - Jazzercise
5pm - Jazzercise
7pm - Chancel Choir

11
9am
Contemporary Serv.
10am - Sin of Certainty
Book Study
11am
Traditional Service
12:30 - Youth Group
Parent Meeting
5:30pm Ala Non

9am
Contemporary Serv.
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FRIDAY

26
9:00 - Jazzercise
12:00 - Jazzercise
1:00 - 3:00
Open Door Mail
3:30 - Bells of Praise
4:30pm - Jazzercise
5:00 - Jazzercise

27
28
9:00am - Jazzercise
8:00 - 10:00
11:00am - Staff meeting
Open Door
1:00pm - 3:00pm
Ministries
Open Door Mail
2:00pm - Yoga
12pm - Jazzercise
4:30pm - Jazzercise
1:00pm - 3:00pm
6:00pm Praise Band
Open Door Mail
4:30pm - Jazzercise
5pm - Jazzercise
7pm - Chancel Choir
7pm Coping w/ COVID

Pie sale!
Last day!
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29
30
9:00am - Jazzercise
9:00am - Jazzercise
10:00 Prayers & Squares 12:00 - Jazzercise
1:00pm - 3:00pm
1:00pm - 3:00pm
Open Door Mail
Open Door Mail
2pm - Yoga
4:30pm - Jazzercise

Judy Wilson

09/01

Ron Giaier

09/02

Billie Shannon

09/02

Frank Zachary

09/02

Susie Browne

09/05

Anne Kirk

09/05

Erin Henderson

09/06

Margaret Tucker

09/08

Skipper Lay

09/09

Nate Bengtson

09/10

Julie Kealey

09/10

William Keller

09/10

Don Bailes

09/11

Garrett McMahon

09/11

Trili Nyquist

09/12

Sam Henderson

09/17

S. Troy McMullin

09/20

Patricia Smith

09/21

Gretchen White

09/22

Carol Ann Munson

09/27

Bruce Reynolds

09/28

Steven Smith

09/29

Lucy Adams

09/30

Bill Rich

09/30

Noah Woodford

09/30

Phil & Anne Kirk

09/12

Clair & Sharon Kunkel

09/16

Julie & S. Troy McMullin

09/26
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680 NW Bond Street
Bend, Oregon 97703

www.bendumc.org

The Chimes is a monthly newsletter published for the members and friends of Bend Church.
Send correspondence and address changes to 680 NW Bond St., Bend, Oregon 97703; or email: communications@bendumc.org

CHURCH STAFF
Lead Pastor: Jen Stuart
Minister of Care & Education: Micheal Harris
Director of Music & Arts Ministry: Karen Sipes
Communications Director: Erin Buckley-Noonan
Chancel Choir Director: Glenda Alford
Business Administrator: Kai Alapa’I
Bells of Praise Director: Shelley Giaier
Open Door Ministries & Facilities Manager: Brian Carela

Bishop of the Oregon-Idaho Conference:
Elaine Stanovsky

District Superintendent: Wendy Woodworth
District Website: umoi.org

Bend Church - United Methodist
680 NW Bond Street, Bend OR 97703
office.bendchurch@gmail.com
www.bendumc.org
Phone: (541) 382-1672
12

