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Ecclesiastes 3 
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be 
born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to 

kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, 
and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to throw away stones, 

and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from 
embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 

a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to 
love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace. 

  
It’s day three of camp with middle and high school students at Suttle Lake. It has been more challenging 
than I anticipated. I adore teenagers, but the first two days here were tough. These youth have lived with 
the trauma of watching family die from COVID, of having to adapt to online learning, of being isolated 
from friends and having their normal routines and rhythms of life interrupted by all of the changes that 
this pandemic has wrought for good or evil. But this morning, as one of the teenagers read this ancient 
message from the Book of Ecclesiastes, they were finally able to listen, to settle in, and adjust to the 
rhythm of camp. Today they trusted one another enough to be themselves. I watched as they swam and 
laughed and ate with gusto. At the end of the day they put on skits around the campfire about the beauty 
of nature, complete with costumes made from crepe paper, sticks, and twine. It was a sight to behold. 
Teenagers forming a new kind of community different than what they were used to, but meaningful and 
precious. 
 
As we move into the Fall that is what your staff and leadership are thinking about as well. The pandemic 
has uprooted the rhythms of our lives. There is no going back to the way things were. Our young families 
are slowly coming back into worship on Sundays, but none have asked for what we offered BC (before 
COVID). 
 
What will faith formation look like in these new days? We will continue to worship in the ways we love 
on Sunday mornings, but we will be experimenting over the next few years with other ways to share 
God’s love. Our goal is to provide space for children, youth, and adults to explore their faith in times and 
ways that work best for them. That might not be on Sunday mornings. This Fall we hope to offer a 
Wednesday evening experience of community. We will go back to our Wesleyan roots. We will eat 
together, pray together, and break up into small groups to attend to the spiritual needs of this 
community in all of its ages and stages. We have a number of retired pastors who will help lead, but we 
need to hear from you. Can you help prepare meals on Wednesday nights? Do you wish to help reshape 
our children and family ministries? Are there books you want to explore in community? If you wish to 
be a part of this new/old experiment please reach out. I want to hear from you. Together, we can 
rebuild, restructure, and remodel the ways we “do” church. 
 
I will be gone for much of August for rest and renewal, but I will be 
praying for each of you. 
Let us listen together for the path God has laid out for us. 
  
Pastor Jen 
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Music and Arts Ministry! 
 
 
What a beautiful summer it is now that the warm temperature and sunshine 
have come! With summer comes a different pace, and the well deserved 
vacations, trips, and summer activities which tend to pull some of our 
dedicated musicians away more. The heart of worship lies within all, whether 
the musicians leading are many or few, and whether singing familiar 
comfortable songs or rising to the challenge of learning new songs. I've been 
blessed by the Spirit that rises from the congregation each Sunday, and am 
particularly looking forward to August 14, when we will have Hymn Sing 
Sunday.  
 
Hymn Sing Sunday is a tradition that started for me about 12 years ago. I'm 
excited to bring the tradition here. I wanted a special service along the lines of 
a church or family campfire gathering. We won't have a campfire, but the 
spirit will be similar. I don't recommend roasting marshmallows and eating 
s'mores either when trying to sing, but maybe people can have some afterward 
if they get a hankering. I'm going through the requests already turned in and 
will do my best to honor each, time permitting.  If anyone has a special, brief 
story or explanation regarding a song you've submitted, please let me know. 
I'm happy to read them or have you come up and speak briefly if you're 
comfortable doing that.  
 
As always, we warmly welcome musicians wishing to join our music 
ministries. If you play an instrument, sing, would like to help with sound, 
please reach out, and I will talk with you about how to plug in. Those a little 
commitment shy, please know that we welcome participation as your schedule 
and preference allow. If you can rehearse adequately, you are welcome to 
participate a lot or a little.  
 
I cannot wait for VBS!! There will be drama, but only the best kind! This 
promises to be a fun and positive time for kiddos, and families will have the 
chance to watch and celebrate their creative expression at the end of our time! 
Please let us know if you're willing 
and able to help!  
 
Blessings, 
Karen Sipes, 
Director of Music and Arts 
music@bendumc.org 

Karen Sipes 
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A Message From Micheal Harris 

Romans 12:4-6a  “We have many parts in one body, but the parts don’t all have 
the same function.  In the same way, though there are many of us, we are one 
body in Christ, and individually belong to each other.  We have different gifts 

that are consistent with God’s grace that has been given to us.” 
 
It has been such a blessing to lead the book study on Sunday mornings! While 
discussing the theological concepts found in our book “The Sin of Certainty” is the 
stated reason for having a book study, I am convinced that creating and cultivating a 
sense of community is the true reason for meeting each week. Each time we share 
our gifts and experiences with each other the bonds of community are 
strengthened. Given the complexities and disappointments we face every day, having 
a strong connection with our church community can help us be centered and 
measured as we respond to the many events of life that 
compete for our emotional attention. To this end, we are 
planning to offer small group opportunities on Wednesday 
evenings starting this Fall. After sharing a simple meal 
together, we will break into small groups to explore various 
aspects of our faith. I hope you will begin to pray for this 
endeavor and consider how you can offer your gifts and 
experiences to cultivate community here at Bend Church.  

Blessings! Micheal Harris 

Building Connections with Brian! 
 

Summer is officially here and I am loving it. (Please stay hydrated.) So much more to do and 
organize. I am more in my element: and so far, so good. I see beautiful things in the future. 
While working hard to keep the Open Door Ministries moving smoothly, I've also taken over the 
Facilities Management responsibilities from Danny. We have a team and a system that are making 
this juggle possible and graceful. Teamwork is the “dreamwork" that gives me the confidence I 
need to welcome this new transition with open arms, an open mind, and an open heart. 
Everything is one step at a time. Danny and I will still be working together on completing the 
special projects in the church. We will do everything we can to help move our building into this new 
passage. 

In the Open Door Ministries, the cold sandwiches are moving well and my hope is that I can find 
someone who will volunteer to drive the shower van for the Shepherd's House Ministries, and 
bring it to our location for the guests on Wednesday mornings. The addition of the shower van to 
our Open Door Ministries services on Wednesdays would be greatly appreciated. If there are any 
volunteers who would like to serve in this capacity, contact me.  

As for the facility: the hedges are looking great and I can't wait to dig in and do a nice detail for us. 
One step at a time, and all will shine!! 

With the heat comes more excitement and with God's support, all is manageable. 

Thanks to everyone for your hospitality while we look forward to a fantastic rest of 
the year. 

Much love, and may God's will be done, always.  

Brian Carela 
Open Door Ministries - opendoor@bendumc.org 

Facilities Manager - facilities@bendumc.org 
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Upcoming Crafter Dates 
 

Aug 1st Craft Therapy 

(bring your own craft) 

 

Aug 15th  

10am - 12pm in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

LISA RADFORD COMPASSIONATE CARE MINISTRY 

Compassionate Care- reaching our limits 
 

Your Compassionate Care team continues to be present every Wednesday 
morning to meet with people facing challenges that requires financial assis-
tance and/or spiritual and human encouragement.  Assistance with gas vouch-
ers and phone minutes continue to be our biggest request.  Being able to get to 
work, job interviews, medical appointments and court appearances explain the 
necessity of both the gas vouchers and the need for access to a phone.  On oc-
casion we will also get requests for ID cards, utility assistance (usually water), 
rental assistance, or medical assistance.  Your team (Emily Baker, Jeanine 
Black, Sally Williams, and Thom Larson) are very grateful for the gifts you 
provide that allow us to offer help and compassion to people in need.  So 
many times we hear words of appreciation and gratitude.  We are honored to 
represent the love of this congregation for all God’s children!  
 
Thom Larson 
Compassionate Care Chair 

Save these dates! 
 
Annual Pie Sale  ….....  September 11-25 
Delivery of Pies  ……..  October 13 
Fall Unit Meeting  …..  October 15 
Holiday Bazaar  …...…  November 12-13 
Christmas Party  …....  December 10  

Gramma’s Attic 
 

It’s time to start digging through 
your jewelry boxes and donate 

unwanted pieces for Grammas Attic 
at the Nov 12 bazaar! 

Contact Jill for pick-up. 
(mmegentry@gmail.com) 

We cannot accept larger items at 
this time. Stay tuned for further 

information. 
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Suttle Lake Camp will be celebrating its 100th Anniversary this Labor Day 
weekend. Many activities are being planned to commemorate the years of 
fellowship, spiritual growth, fun, and life-changing experiences provided through 
the camp. The organizers of the celebration would like to arrange a display of 
photographs and memorabilia to have available for viewing during the Labor Day 
weekend. They are particularly in need of pictures of the camp from the 1940’s, 
1950’s, and 1960’s. If you have items to contribute to the celebration, please 
contact Thom Larson 541-390-5454, or Jane Petke at Suttle Lake Camp, 
541-595-6663.  

Creation Speaks Theater Camp 

Register today! 

 

Online:  bendumc.org 
Under the “Ministries” then 

“Children” tabs. 

OR 

Fill out the registration form that can be 

found at the church. 

 

$25 per child with a family max of $50. 

 

 

100-Year Anniversary Celebration! 
 

You are invited to come and celebrate with us August 19 - 21 
  Dulcimer Concert!      Arts and Crafts! 

  Tour of new camp areas!  Celebration dinner! 

Live and silent auction! 
 

See registration details at wallowalakecamp.org   OR 

wallowalakecamp.org/registration/wallowa-lake-camp-celebration/ 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 
9:00 - Jazzercise 
10:00 - Crafters 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm  - Jazzercise 
5:00 - Jazzercise 
 

 

 

             2 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
11:00am - Staff meeting 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2:00pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
6:00pm Praise Band 

3 
8:00 - 10:00 
Open Door 
Ministries 

 
12pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
5pm - Jazzercise 
 

4 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 

5 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
9:30am 
     Circle of Friends 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 

6 
9:00am -  Jazzercise   

 
 
 
 

 

7 
9am Contemporary Serv. 
 
10am - Book Study 
 
11am Traditional Service 
 
12 - 3pm Youth Group 
 
5:30pm Al Anon 

8 
9:00 - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm  - Jazzercise 
5:00 - Jazzercise 

 
 

 

 

9 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
10:00am Worship Team 
11:00am - Staff meeting 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2:00pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
6:00pm Praise Band 
 

10 
8:00 - 10:00 
Open Door 
Ministries 

 
12pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
5pm - Jazzercise 

11 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 

12 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 

13 
9:00am -  Jazzercise   
 
 
 

14 
9am Contemporary Serv. 
 
10am - Book Study 
 
11am Traditional Service 
 
12 - 3pm Youth Group 
 
5:30pm Al Anon 

15 
9:00 - Jazzercise 
10:00 - Crafters 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm  - Jazzercise 
5:00 - Jazzercise 
 

 

 

16 
 
 
 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2:00pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
6:00pm Praise Band 

17 
 
 

8:00 - 10:00 
Open Door  

12:15pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
5pm - Jazzercise 

18 
 
 
 
9:30 - 11:30 
     Circle of Friends 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 

19 
 
 
 
12:15pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 

20 
9:00am -  Jazzercise   

21 
 
9am Contemporary Serv. 
 
10am - Book Study 
 
11am Traditional Service 
 
12 - 3pm Youth Group 
 
5:30pm Al Anon 

22 
9:00 - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm  - Jazzercise 
5:00 - Jazzercise 

 

 
 

 

 

23 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
11:00am - Staff meeting 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2:00pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
6:00pm Praise Band 

24 
8:00 - 10:00 
Open Door 
Ministries 

 
12pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
5pm - Jazzercise 

25 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 

26 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 

27 
9:00am -  Jazzercise   

28 
9am Contemporary Serv. 
 
10am - Book Study 
 
11am Traditional Service 
 
12 - 3pm Youth Group 
 
5:30pm Al Anon 

29 
9:00 - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm  - Jazzercise 
5:00 - Jazzercise 

30 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
11:00am - Staff meeting 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2:00pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
6:00pm Praise Band 

31 
8:00 - 10:00 
Open Door 
Ministries 

 
12pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
5pm - Jazzercise 

   

Creation Speaks! Theater Camp - 9am to Noon 
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Robert Olsen 08/01 

Jill Gentry 08/02 

Eric Nyquist 08/02 

Alexander Henderson 08/03 

Gwen Holliday 08/03 

Claire Smith 08/04 

Wilma Keller 08/06 

Debbi Harr 08/09 

Judy Givens 08/10 

Micah King 08/10 

Chris Waller 08/10 

Dan Dyer 08/11 

Alice Tye 08/12 

Shari Denfeld 08/13 

Karen Wykes 08/13 

Paul Reynolds 08/14 

Barbara Catron 08/18 

Nancy Fisher 08/20 

Holly Nyquist 08/20 

Dale Neubauer 08/23 

Tracy Reynolds 08/24 

Sheila Dell 08/25 

Susan Thomas 08/25 

Stephen Radford 08/26 

Lil Quinn 08/27 

Susan Whitney-Kurtz 08/27 

Carolyn Rhodes 08/28 

Derek Stuart 08/28 

Xandria Oxford 08/29 

Wesley Merrill 08/31 

John & Pam Hannon 08/07 

Chuck & Martha Hemingway 08/07 

Keith Wetzel & Susanne Painter 08/08 

Leslie & Russel Hopper 08/12 

Melinda & Steve Gesuale 08/14 

Rebecca & Chip Locklear 08/16 

Valerie & Larry White 08/17 

Dave & Kim Beckett 08/23 

Max King & Dory Koehler-King 08/23 

Bruce & Tracy Reynolds 08/27 

Bill & Barb Rich 08/30 

John & Sue Szabo 08/30 
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The Chimes is a monthly newsletter published for the members and friends of Bend Church.   
Send correspondence and address changes to 680 NW Bond St., Bend, Oregon 97703; or email: communications@bendumc.org 

CHURCH STAFF 

Lead Pastor: Jen Stuart 
           

Minister of Care & Education: Micheal Harris Director of Music & Arts Ministry: Karen Sipes 
Communications Director: Erin Buckley-Noonan Chancel Choir Director: Glenda Alford                                                         
Business Administrator: Kai Alapa’I Bells of Praise Director: Shelley Giaier                      
Open Door Ministries & Facilities Manager: Brian Carela  

 
                                                 

                     
                

 Bishop of the Oregon-Idaho Conference:           District Superintendent:  Wendy Woodworth 
  Elaine Stanovsky            District Website: umoi.org 

 
                   
 

 

Bend Church - United Methodist 
680 NW Bond Street, Bend OR  97703 

office.bendchurch@gmail.com 
www.bendumc.org 

Phone: (541) 382-1672 

680 NW Bond Street 
Bend, Oregon 97703 

www.bendumc.org 


