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A Message from the Pastor’s Office 
 

"The great lesson that our blessed Lord inculcates here...is that God is in all things, and that we 
are to see the Creator in the glass of every creature; that we should use and look upon nothing 
as separate from God…but with a true magnificence of thought survey heaven and earth and all 
that is therein as contained by God in the hollow of his hand, who by his intimate presence 
holds them all in being, who pervades and activates the whole created frame, and is in a true 
sense the soul of the universe." 

--From John Wesley's notes on the Sermon on the Mount - Discourse III (1748). 
 

One of the duties of being a United Methodist Pastor is the obligation to support our 
camp ministries. This summer, for the first time since I arrived in Bend, I will be the Camp 
Pastor at Suttle Lake for the Mid-High Youth in mid-July, and I am super excited. What a 
gift it is to be surrounded by the beauty of the forest while engaging in meaningful 
conversations about the nature of God! 
  
I know from experience that Junior and Senior High Youth are a mixed bag. They 
struggle with fear of failure, always complain about their bodies, and they can be a 
moody bunch, but they also bring so much zest for life with them wherever they go. It will 
be my great joy to sit or swim or canoe with them as we get to know one another. After a 
day or two they will start to trust me and then they will start asking me deep theological 
questions that adults are afraid to ask. We will discuss the beauty of creation while 
making crafts, celebrate every meal as holy, and do our best to laugh after so much time 
apart. 
  
It seems to me that this might be a good rhythm for all of us this summer. There is no 
doubt that we’ve all had a difficult few years.  This summer let us find time to sit or swim 
or hike or canoe with a friend and really listen to their story. We could invite friends over 
for food again and remember that every meal is holy. Let’s share jokes and stories that 
fill up our souls and remind us of our better selves. 
  
We may be planning and gearing up for a busy fall at the church, but 
this summer, let’s do our best to enjoy the beauty of Central Oregon 
and the gift of community. 

Many blessings! 
Pastor Jen 

Pastor Jen Stuart 
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Music and Arts Ministry! 
 
Summer is here! The time has come for the choir to take a well deserved break. 
We are keeping Glenda in our prayers as she recovers from hip surgery. I'm 
extremely grateful to the gracious and talented pianists who've stepped up to 
play for us while she recovers. 
 
We are hoping to have special music in the second service through the 
summer, in lieu of anthems. Please contact me if you would like to bless us 
with a song. There are always opportunities to be involved in the Music and 
Arts Ministries! Please contact me to see how you might use your gifts and 
talents in this growing ministry. We would especially love to have more praise 
team musicians to help us raise the roof with joyful praise on Sundays!  
 
Thank you to all who supported our performance of “The Laramie Project: Ten 
Years Later”. The performances were powerful and impactful, and I look 
forward to continuing to build the arts at Bend Church, bringing together the 
church and the surrounding community. If you have an interest in becoming 
involved, please let me know.  
 
This past few months has been quite a whirlwind for 
me, and I've appreciated the encouragement, warm 
welcome, and support I've been given. I'm still so 
excited to be here, and for the future!  
 
Many blessings, 
Karen Sipes, 
Director of Music and Arts 

Karen Sipes and her son, Sean 
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A Message From Micheal Harris 

Before the pandemic impacted the way we do church here, I was drawn to this church in part 
because it offered a book study club.  I enjoy getting together with others to discuss how a 
book’s ideas have impacted me and how they have impacted those around me.  As we begin to 
gather and do church together again, I am very excited to be leading a book discussion during 
the time between worship services starting on July 10th and running to the end of August.  The 
book we will be studying is called, “The Sin of Certainty: Why God Desires Our Trust More Than 
Our ‘Correct’ Beliefs” by Peter Enns 
 

I have started reading this book and I am struck with its approachability as well as its 
honesty. On a personal level, I think this book offers a way to reconstruct a faith that I 
deconstructed because of the fallacies of fundamentalism. The fundamentalist tradition 
dominates the culture’s understanding of Christianity and offers a skewed view of the faith I 
now claim.  Given its claims of certainty, fundamentalism can some-
times be hard to answer when its teachings dominate the American 
church-scape.  The book is an excellent resource to offer an alterna-
tive vision for living the Christian faith from a place of freedom and 
theological honesty.  If this sounds like a worthy book to you, then 
please let me know of your interest.  I hope you are able to join me 
at 10:00 on Sunday mornings! 

Blessings! 

Micheal Harris 

Building Connections with Brian! 
 

My first month officially manning the Open Door Ministries proved challenging but success-
ful. It has been so great working with our volunteers and the community to provide care for 
those in need. We’ve officially switched to cold sandwiches and are considering adding re-
freshing and 
fortified fruit smoothies to our Wednesday repertoire (The new blender is AMAZING.). We 
are keeping good stock of fruit and water as well. Any ideas involving summer activities 
that you think might make this season more enjoyable, are more than welcome. I am open 
to all suggestions and could use all the help I can get. 

In other news, I will be adding a lot of facility work to my responsibilities, as Danny will be 
working with Camp Latgawa. They are experiencing a severe lack of staffing, so it is really 
great that he is able to help them out with their programs. We still have a good set of 
projects to finish and are getting all of that worked out. In the 
meantime, feel free to forward any concerns regarding our facility to 
me and I will do everything in my power to work things out for the 
better. 

Let’s just keep working together as a family to ensure that each day 
can be better than the last.  

Brian Carela 
Open Door Ministries 
Facilities Assistant 
OpenDoor@BendUMC.org 



4 

 

 

LISA RADFORD COMPASSIONATE CARE MINISTRY 

Compassionate Care- reaching our limits 
 
Compassionate care has provided invaluable community services in conjunction to the 
Wednesday Open Door Ministries. During COVID the care team was providing life 
sustaining care such as providing gas cards, propane, phone cards, assistance with rent, 
car repairs, and DMV ID card fees. All this financial help assisted the most at risk. 
 
Our funds to continue our service to people in need is at its lowest level in over three 
years.  Your contributions to compassionate care are greatly appreciated and enable us to 
continue offering a caring hand to the most vulnerable in our community.  Please 
remember to leave your gifts for compassionate care at the communion rail on 
Communion Sundays.  Or you can include Compassionate Care in your regular giving. I 
am the newest member of the Compassionate Care Team and have been privileged to 
witness the invaluable help this program provides. 
 
Our ministry with people in crisis will continue, even when all we have to offer is a 
listening ear, an encouraging smile, a referral to another resource, or a heartfelt 
prayer.  We will continue to utilize our financial resources to help as many people as we 
can. Please consider donating to this much needed community outreach program. 
 
Thank you for your continued support, 
Emily Baker 

Suttle Lake Camp will be celebrating its 100th Anniversary this Labor Day 
weekend. Many activities are being planned to commemorate the many years of 
fellowship, spiritual growth, fun, and life changing experiences provided through 
the camp. The organizers of the celebration would like to arrange a display of 
photographs and memorabilia to have available for viewing during the Labor Day 
weekend. They are particularly in need of pictures of the camp from the 1940’s, 
1950’s, and 1960’s. If you have items to contribute to the celebration, please 
contact Thom Larson 541-390-5454, or Jane Petke at Suttle Lake Camp, 
541-595-6663.  

Save these dates! 
 
Annual Pie Sale  ….....  September 11-25 
Delivery of Pies  ……..  October 13 
Fall Unit Meeting  …..  October 15 
Holiday Bazaar  …...…  November 12-13 
Christmas Party  …....  December 10  
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COVID Update 
I’ve Been Exposed, Now What? 

 

Please be aware of the time line: 
• The day of exposure is day 0. 
• The first full day after exposure is day 1. 

 
 
 

3 sets of guidelines for you to follow. 
 

1) If you have been exposed and are not vaccinated: 
• Quarantine at least through day 5. 
• Wear a well fitted mask around others in your home. 
• No travel 
• Get tested after 5 days. Continue to watch for symptoms, through day 10. 
• Avoid travel.  
• Continue to mask through 10 days and take precautions if you need to travel. 
• If you develop symptoms, isolate immediately, get tested and mask till you get results. 
• Continue to mask till day 10 and avoid people that are at high-risk. 

  
2) If you have been exposed and are not up to date on your vaccines: 

• You do not need to quarantine if you have no symptoms. 
• Test at least 5 days after close contact with someone with COVID. 
• After quarantine, watch for symptoms till day 10. 
• If you develop symptoms: isolate immediately, test, mask, and stay home until have your 

results. Follow guidelines as stated below and stay apart from those at high-risk. 
 

3)  If you test positive:  
• Contact your doctor. 
• Isolate at least through day 5. 
• Wear a well fitted mask. 
• No travel. 
• End your isolation after 5 full days if you are fever free and without increased 

symptoms for 24 hours. 
• If you are very sick and have a weakened immune system, call your doctor and 

isolate for 10 days.  
• Avoid those in the high-risk group. 

 
For further information, go to CDC.gov. The site is thorough and easy to navigate. If you are in 
a high-risk group, I would advise you to keep masked in public areas and get your full vaccine 
coverage. 
Be well and stay safe. 
Sandy Clausen 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

1 

 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
9:30am 
     Circle of Friends 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 

2 
 

 
9:00am -  Jazzercise   

 

    3 
9am  
   Contemporary Serv. 
 
11am 
   Traditional Service 
 
12 - 3pm Youth Group 
 
5:30pm Al Anon 

4 
9:00 - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00 - 3:00 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm  - Jazzercise 
5:00 - Jazzercise 
 

 

 

             5 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
11:00am - Staff meeting 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2:00pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
6:00pm Praise Band 

6 
8:00 - 10:00 
Open Door 
Ministries 

 
12pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
5pm - Jazzercise 
 

 

7 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
7pm Zoom Bible Study 

8 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 

9 
9:00am -  Jazzercise   

 
 
 
 

 

10 
9am  
   Contemporary Serv. 
 
11am 
   Traditional Service 
 
12 - 3pm Youth Group 
 
5:30pm Al Anon 

11 
9:00 - Jazzercise 
10:00 - Crafters 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00 - 3:00 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm  - Jazzercise 
5:00 - Jazzercise 

 
 

 

 

12 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
10:00am Worship Team 
11:00am - Staff meeting 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2:00pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
6:00pm Praise Band 
 

13 
8:00 - 10:00 
Open Door 
Ministries 

 
12pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
5pm - Jazzercise 

14 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
7pm Zoom Bible Study 

15 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 

16 
9:00am -  Jazzercise   

 
1:00pm Memorial for 

Emmett Shortreed 
 
 
 

17 
9am  
   Contemporary Serv. 
 
11am 
   Traditional Service 
 
12pm - 3pm 
     Youth Group 
 
5:30pm Al Anon 

18 
9:00 - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00 - 3:00 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm  - Jazzercise 
5:00 - Jazzercise 
 

 

 
 

19 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
11:00am - Staff meeting 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2:00pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
6:00pm Praise Band 

20 
8:00 - 10:00 
Open Door 
Ministries 

10:30 Open Door Training 
12pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
5pm - Jazzercise 

21 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
9:30 - 11:30 
     Circle of Friends 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
7pm Zoom Bible Study 

 

22 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 

23 
9:00am -  Jazzercise   

24 
 
9am  
   Contemporary Serv. 
 
11am 
   Traditional Service 
 
12 - 3pm 
   Youth Group 
 
5:30pm Al Anon 

25 
9:00 - Jazzercise 
10:00 - Crafters 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00 - 3:00 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm  - Jazzercise 
5:00 - Jazzercise 

 

 
 

 

26 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
11:00am - Staff meeting 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2:00pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
6:00pm Praise Band 

27 
8:00 - 10:00 
Open Door 
Ministries 

 
12pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
5pm - Jazzercise 

28 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
7pm Zoom Bible Study 

29 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 

30 
9:00am -  Jazzercise   

31 
9am  
   Contemporary Serv. 
 
11am 
   Traditional Service 
 
12 - 3pm 
   Youth Group 
 
5:30pm Al Anon 
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Adrian Gonzalez 7/01 

Sophia Gonzalez 7/01 

Jennifer Wasson 7/03 

Megan White 7/08 

Clairece Brickell 7/10 

Ellis Lay 7/12 

Sue Owen 7/13 

Jeannine Black 7/14 

Joy Chesley 7/14 

Bernita Huggett 7/15 

Don Pederson 7/16 

Kalene Ardt 7/17 

Ernie Givens 7/17 

Ruth Airth 7/19 

Greg Ford 7/20 

Carolyn Nelson 7/20 

Russel Hopper 7/21 

Julie McMullin 7/22 

Patricia Merrill 7/22 

Matea Gesuale 7/24 

Liam Woodford 7/25 

Kristin Gonzalez 7/28 

Sue Szabo 7/29 

Jill Armstrong 7/30 

Taylor Reynolds 7/30 

Zachary Reynolds 7/30 

Margaret Moore 7/31 

Steven & Pamela Smith 7/01 

Kurt & Erin Buckley-Noonan 7/02 

Al & Marcia Huntley 7/03 

Jeff & Diane Cole 7/09 

Doug & Sally Williams 7/10 

Eric & Holly Nyquist 7/24 

Thom & Cindy Larson 7/28 

Cheree & Jack Johnson 7/29 

Chuck & Margaret Tucker 7/29 



8 

 

 

 

The Chimes is a monthly newsletter published for the members and friends of Bend Church.   
Send correspondence and address changes to 680 NW Bond St., Bend, Oregon 97703; or email: communications@bendumc.org 

CHURCH STAFF 

Lead Pastor: Jen Stuart 
           

Minister of Care & Education: Micheal Harris  
Communications Director: Erin Buckley-Noonan Director of Music & Arts Ministry: Karen Sipes 
Business Administrator: Kai Alapa’I Chancel Choir Director: Glenda Alford                                                         
Open Door Ministries: Brian Carela Bells of Praise Director: Shelley Giaier                      

 
                                                 

                     
                

 Bishop of the Oregon-Idaho Conference:           District Superintendent:  Wendy Woodworth 
  Elaine Stanovsky            District Website: umoi.org 

 
                   
 

 

Bend Church - United Methodist 
680 NW Bond Street, Bend OR  97703 

office.bendchurch@gmail.com 
www.bendumc.org 

Phone: (541) 382-1672 

680 NW Bond Street 
Bend, Oregon 97703 

www.bendumc.org 


