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A Message from the Pastor’s Office 
 

I thank my God every time I mention you in my prayers. I’m thankful for all of you 
every time I pray, and it’s always a prayer full of joy. I’m glad because of the way you have 
been my partners in the ministry of the gospel from the time you first believed it until now. I’m 
sure about this: the one who started a good work in you will stay with you to complete the job 
by the day of Christ Jesus.  I have good reason to think this way about all of you because I keep 
you in my heart. You are all my partners in God’s grace, both during my time in prison and in 
the defense and support of the gospel. God is my witness that I feel affection for all of you with 
the compassion of Christ Jesus. 

-      PHILIPPIANS 1:3-8 
  
Like Paul, I find myself so thankful to have a congregation of loving hearts. You have 
done an amazing job of helping one another through the hardest time in our lives. You 
have again and again shown me the face of Christ in the ways that you’ve reached out to 
one another and the kindness you’ve shown the staff and pastors as we’ve muddled 
through COVID19. 
  
I realize that COVID is not done with us yet, but with so many of us able to be in public 
again with the protection of vaccinations and masks it feels like we are in a new space. In 
that vein let me point out a few upcoming events that I hope you will put on your 
calendar: 
. 
• Sunday June 5th is Pentecost and the last Sunday to hear our beloved Associate Pastor 

Nicole Berry speak. To honor her time here we are hosting our very first pot-luck in 
over two years! Come and celebrate with us after the 11am service. 

• June 10th and 11th come see The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later, directed by our 
new own Karen Sipes. This play focuses on the aftermath of the 
Matthew Shepherd’s murder and how the stories we tell ourselves 
shape our culture. 

• Vacation Bible School (grades K-5) will be July 5th – 8th focusing on 
the Art of Creation from 9-12pm. We are excited to welcome 
children back and hope to see old and new faces! 

  
Hope to see you soon. 

Pastor Jen 

Pastor Jen Stuart 
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Building Connections with Brian! 
 

So here we are, finally heading into a new climate of sunny days and warmer 
weather. As we all know, that also comes with a dramatically different set of needs 
when it comes to those of our neighbors experiencing houselessness and must 
endure unhealthy levels of heat and sun. While blankets, scarves, and hand 
warmers are being stored away, we are making room for things like summer clothing 
and sunscreen. We will also be switching from hot to cold deli sandwiches for our 
outreach meals on Wednesday mornings. This will allow for us to not only feed 
more, but also sustain much less food waste. I think this is a very good thing that 
gives us much more opportunity to assess, and tend to, the needs of those who 
come to us. 
 
As many of us remember, last year’s heat wave brought record breaking 
temperatures to Bend. It came so abruptly that two of those living in camps died 
from heatstroke. This is a tragic possibility that we have to be aware of. The rules of 
John Wesley say “Do no harm. Do Good. Stay in Love with God.” I believe 
preventing harm can be just as important as doing no harm. Being mindful of taking 
any opportunity we get to provide water and fruit is great way we can practice 
Wesley’s rules. It could very well save someone’s life. 
 
In recent weeks I have also been spending a lot of time in the field, asking around 
with the houseless about how we can make this summer more endurable. On that 
list were some pretty interesting requests, including things that to me were both 
essential, and easily overlooked. Things like dog booties, sunglasses, hats, and 
even little spray bottle spritzers to combat the heat.  
 
I will be doing my to allocate may of the things on this list. If anyone feels compelled 
to donate towards this cause, feel free to drop off any items or contributions with the 
Open Door Ministries here at Bend Church. (Best drop off times are during the 
weekday volunteer mail hours 1 - 3.) Any creative ideas or suggestions that might 
help are also more than welcome. 
 
This is going to be a beautiful summer and I can’t wait to see how many ways we 
can work together to make it endurable and enjoyable for all of us (puppies 
included). Let us always know that kindness is one of the greatest gifts you can 
bestow upon another, and that with our Christ love, it took five loaves and two fish to 
feed five thousand. 
  
Special thanks to all of the volunteers and members of our 
congregation that help make this ministry possible. 
Please stay hydrated. 
 
Brian Carela 
Open Door Ministries 
OpenDoor@BendUMC.org 
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A Message From Micheal Harris 

 
“You are the light of the world…let your light shine before people, so they can see the good 
things you do and praise your Father who is in heaven”—Matthew 5 
 
Representation matters. My husband and I recently finished the first season of the Netflix 
show, “Heartstopper”.  It’s a coming of age story that follows two adolescent male characters 
as they fall in love.  It is an adorable and sweet story that has also been somewhat difficult to 
watch.  Most of my life any representation of gay characters in the media have been 
punctuated with traumatic or morally negative storylines that have trained me to expect the 
worst for gay characters. What made “Heartstopper” so challenging to watch was that I kept 
feeling anxious with each scene. I just couldn’t bring myself to accept that these two characters 
could simply find happiness in relationship—like most heterosexual storylines that have 
dominated the media for my entire life.  
  
It would have been so helpful for my development had shows such as “Heartstopper” existed 
while I was a teenager. It would have also been immensely powerful to have known at least 
one gay Christian role model during the formative years of my faith. Instead, I received 
messages from the church that I was “choosing” a “lifestyle” that put me at odds with God and 
the very fabric of society. These negative messages were relentless and helped sow the seeds 
of self-hatred leading to years of existential angst. I could never figure out when I “chose” to 
cultivate same-sex desires. I suppose my straight brothers and sisters would also struggle to 
determine when they “chose” to become heterosexual. 
 
Yes. Representation matters. It matters in the media; and, it matters in the church. Bend 
Church took a huge leap of faith when it chose to become a Reconciling church. That decision 
made it possible for me to return to Christianity and make one more attempt to live into my 
faith and my calling. As your new Minister of Care & Education, I choose to set aside my 
anxiety and believe that my story can consist of being happy and 
fulfilled in the life of the Church. 
Representation matters. Your light matters. 
May our lights illuminate the way of God’s love! 
 

Blessings! 
Micheal 

Micheal Harris 
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Music and Arts Ministry! 
I'll start with expressing my gratitude for the warm welcome I've received this 
past month, and the great blessing of being here, in such a warm, open and 
affirming church.  
 
We are looking for an additional musicians to join our talented praise team 
and have opened a position for a lead guitarist. Please contact me with 
interest, with recommendations, leads, or feel free to give out my church 
email, music@bendumc.org, to anyone who might be interested.  
 
On June 10 and 11 at 7pm in the sanctuary, a talented group of actors 
including both members of the theatre community and some staff members, 
will present a powerful, immensely important play, The Laramie Project-Ten 
Years Later. This is a beautifully written work featuring real interviews with 
people in the town of Laramie, Wyoming, where Matthew Shepard, a gay 
American college student was murdered at the age of 21, in 1998. Among 
themes in this breathtaking work is the road toward signing the Matthew 
Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act. 
Please come and invite your friends, neighbors, colleagues to this production.  
 
I'm working on integrating both praise music from 
times past and more contemporary songs into 9 a.m. 
worship. Embracing both is the goal, and I've appreciat-
ed all of the kind words and encouragement from so 
many of you.  
 
Blessings, 
Karen Sipes  
Director of Music and Arts Ministry 

Karen Sipes and her son, Sean 

As the choir “season” comes to a 

close, the Chancel Choir will sing a 

joyful noise and see you in the fall. 

If anyone has a musical talent that 

they would like to share in the 

summer, feel free to contact 

Karen Sipes (music@bendumc.org) 

Rex Ringer 

 
The Bells of Praise ringers have worked 
hard and will now take a much deserved 
break for the summer. They look forward 

to meeting and performing in the fall. 
Until then… ring on! 
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PRAYERS & SQUARES QUILTERS 
Every Thursday through the end of June 

10am - 1pm in the UWF Craft room 
 

We make quilts to be given to individuals facing an 
illness, having a difficult time or simply in need of 

special love and prayers. 

Join in “Craft Therapy” 

on the first Monday 

of the month. 

10am - 12pm in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

United Methodist Women… 
                                        now United Women in Faith 

The women’s organization at Bend Church is part of a larger, national organization that 
has been known as United Methodist Women since 1972. In March 2022 the 
national organization changed its name to United Women in Faith, signaling changes in 
how women live and choose to engage in the world of faith. 

It's not the first time we’ve changed our name. In more than 150 years in mission, we’ve 
had over 25 names including Ladies Aid Society, Women’s Home Missionary Society, 
and the Women’s Society of Christian Service. 

Our new name, United Women in Faith, and new logo reflect greater inclusivity, 
action and impact. We remain women of passion and power, united by God’s love in our 
mission to support women, children and youth. 

United Women in Faith seeks to connect and nurture women through Christian spiritual 
formation, leadership development, creative fellowship, and education so that they can 

 inspire, influence and impact local and global communities. 

“Pop-Up” Summer 
Craft Sale 

On Sunday, June 5 the Church 
Crafters will hold a pop-up summer 

craft sale. If you have summer 
birthdays, or other gift needs, we’re 

here for you! Check us out in the 
narthex from 9 to 12:30. We’ll have 

an assortment of kitchen items, note 
cards, and more. It’s only 5 months 

till the holiday bazaar! 
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LISA RADFORD COMPASSIONATE CARE MINISTRY 
 
Striving to compassionately meet the needs of people who come to the church in need of 
assistance has long been a cornerstone of the ministry at Bend Church. Long before Lisa 
Radford began leading the assistance arm of our ministry, we were using contributions 
left at the communion rail for a variety of purposes. We helped with rent, utility bills, 
health costs, transportation, and many other things. Under Lisa’s leadership, we 
continued to help provide assistance and watched our outreach grow into what became 
the Open Door Ministry of the church. 
 
Since the COVID pandemic arrived, we have seen some major changes in the needs that 
people bring to the church for help. While we are getting fewer requests for rental 
assistance, utility bills, etc. we are experiencing a sharp rise in requests for assistance 
with phones and phone-minutes, gas vouchers, and identification cards. Phones are 
important for applying for jobs and housing. Gas allows people access to health care, 
work, and also provides warmth for people living in their cars. I.D. cards are required for 
applying for work and cashing any kind of check. Because there are more avenues for 
assistance with rent and utilities and fewer for phones, gas cards, and I.D.s, our priorities 
for using our Compassionate Care funds have shifted so we can help more people with 
the greater need. 
 
Your Compassionate Care team (Thom Larson, Sally Williams, Emily Baker, and 
Jeannine Black) wanted to share this information to keep you up to date on the ministry 
you are providing through your offerings on Communion Sundays and through  
Compassionate Care. After a little more than two years of the pandemic, our available 
funds are running low. We greatly appreciate your gifts and will continue to administer 
them as responsibly and compassionately as we can. Every week we hear words of 
appreciation for the assistance your gifts provide. 
Together we are accomplishing great things! 
Thom Larson 
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COVID Update 
I’ve Been Exposed, Now What? 

 

Please be aware of the time line: 
• The day of exposure is day 0. 
• The first full day after exposure is day 1. 

 
 
 

3 sets of guidelines for you to follow. 
 

1) If you have been exposed and are not vaccinated: 
• Quarantine at least through day 5. 
• Wear a well fitted mask around others in your home. 
• No travel 
• Get tested after 5 days. Continue to watch for symptoms, through day 10. 
• Avoid travel.  
• Continue to mask through 10 days and take precautions if you need to travel. 
• If you develop symptoms, isolate immediately, get tested and mask till you get results. 
• Continue to mask till day 10 and avoid people that are at high-risk. 

  
2) If you have been exposed and are not up to date on your vaccines: 

• You do not need to quarantine if you have no symptoms. 
• Test at least 5 days after close contact with someone with COVID. 
• After quarantine, watch for symptoms till day 10. 
• If you develop symptoms: isolate immediately, test, mask, and stay home until have your 

results. Follow guidelines as stated below and stay apart from those at high-risk. 
 

3)  If you test positive:  
• Contact your doctor. 
• Isolate at least through day 5. 
• Wear a well fitted mask. 
• No travel. 
• End your isolation after 5 full days if you are fever free and without increased 

symptoms for 24 hours. 
• If you are very sick and have a weakened immune system, call your doctor and 

isolate for 10 days.  
• Avoid those in the high-risk group. 

 
For further information, go to CDC.gov. The site is thorough and easy to navigate. If you are in 
a high-risk group, I would advise you to keep masked in public areas and get your full vaccine 
coverage. 
Be well and stay safe. 
Sandy Clausen 
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A Final Message from Pastor Nicole 

I am so grateful for Bend UMC. This faith community has 
loved and supported me and my family for many years. It 
was in your loving presence that I felt affirmed in my 
calling  and completed my journey to ordination. These 
past several years have been filled with laughter and 
grace. Thank you for seeing me, for trusting me to lead, 
and for offering me your moments of vulnerability. It has 
been my delight to serve alongside you all. I will miss 
you.  
 

Many of you know that the United Methodist Church has good ethical practices 
around clergy moves. As I leave and establish my leadership in a new faith 
community I will be holding a strong boundary for a full year in terms of 
communication with this church. This is to enable both the new leadership to build 
relationships with you as well as give me space to focus my time and attention with 
the new congregation. I am thrilled that Micheal Harris will be taking over the 
leadership roles of Care and Education. You may begin to be in contact with him for 
any Care needs.  

 
Finally, I want to encourage you all to hold on to hope. When Jesus was preparing 
his followers for his departure in the book of John he says: “I’ve said these things to 
you so that you will have peace in me. In the world you have distress. But take 
heart! I have conquered the world.” (John 16:33)  

 
If we have learned anything over the last couple of years it is that we are not in 
control of all that happens, that life can change in an instant. It does seem that in 
one way or another we are always in the midst of some kind of difficulty or distress, 
but the church has endured through many arduous seasons. It has persisted as a 
light amidst wars, schisms, disease and death. Through the gift of the Spirit of God 
and the commitment to loving community, the people of God have offered a path of 
holy resilience when others could not and even, sometimes, born joy in 
unexpected places. I believe that we can continue on in that great legacy and I look 
forward to hearing about the ways in which this beautiful congregation continues to 
be a light in Central Oregon.   
 
May we take heart as we walk on in faith together.  
Many blessings for the journey, 

 

Pastor Nicole Berry 
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Learn more about the 
United Methodist 

Camp opportunities: 
GoCamping.org 

Grand Camp 
needs campers! 

Please register by the 
first week of June! 

No campers = No camp 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     
 

 
 

1 
8:00 - 10:00 
Open Door 
Ministries 

 
12pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
5pm - Jazzercise 
6pm - Choir  

2 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
10:00am 
     Prayers & Squares 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
7pm Zoom Bible Study 
 

 

 

 

3 

 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
9:30am 
     Circle of Friends 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
 

 

4 
 

 
9:00am -  Jazzercise   

 

    5 
9am  
   Contemporary Serv. 

 
Pop-Up Craft Sale 

 
11am 
   Traditional Service 

 
Pastor Nicole’s Farewell 
Tri-Tip & Potluck Party! 
 
5:30pm Ala Non 

6 
9:00 - Jazzercise 
10:00 - Crafters 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00 - 3:00 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm  - Jazzercise 
5:00 - Jazzercise 
 

 

 

             7 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
11:00am - Staff meeting 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2:00pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
6:00pm Praise Band 

8 
8:00 - 10:00 
Open Door 
Ministries 

 
10:00 Shalom Circle Zoom 
12pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
5pm - Jazzercise 
 

 

9 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
10:00 am 
     Prayers & Squares 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
5:30 Bells of Praise 
7pm Zoom Bible Study 

10 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 

11 
9:00am -  Jazzercise   

 
 
 
 

 

12 
9am  
   Contemporary Serv. 
 
11am 
   Traditional Service 
 
12 - 3pm Youth Group 
 
5:30pm Ala Non 

13 
9:00 - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00 - 3:00 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm  - Jazzercise 
5:00 - Jazzercise 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

14 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
10:00am Worship Team 
11:00am - Staff meeting 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2:00pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
6:00pm Praise Band 
 

15 
8:00 - 10:00 
Open Door 
Ministries 

 
10:30am 
    Open Door Training 
12pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
5pm - Jazzercise 

                    

16 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
9:30 Circle of Friends 
10:00am 
     Prayers & Squares 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
7pm Zoom Bible Study 

17 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 

18 
9:00am -  Jazzercise   
 
 
 

19 
 
 
9am  
   Contemporary Serv. 
11am 
   Traditional Service 
12pm - 3pm 
     Youth Group 
5:30pm Ala Non 

20 
9:00 - Jazzercise 
10:00am - Crafters 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00 - 3:00 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm  - Jazzercise 
5:00 - Jazzercise 
 

 

 
 

 

 

21 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
11:00am - Staff meeting 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2:00pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
6:00pm Praise Band 

22 
8:00 - 10:00 
Open Door 
Ministries 

 
12pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
5pm - Jazzercise 

23 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
10:00am 
     Prayers & Squares 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
7pm Zoom Bible Study 

 

24 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 

25 
9:00am -  Jazzercise   

26 
 
9am  
   Contemporary Serv. 
 
11am 
   Traditional Service 
 
12 - 3pm 
   Youth Group 
 
5:30pm Ala Non 

27 
9:00 - Jazzercise 
12:00 - Jazzercise 
1:00 - 3:00 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm  - Jazzercise 
5:00 - Jazzercise 

 

 
 

 

 

28 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
11:00am - Staff meeting 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2:00pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
6:00pm Praise Band 

29 
8:00 - 10:00 
Open Door 
Ministries 

 
12pm - Jazzercise 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
5pm - Jazzercise 

30 
9:00am - Jazzercise 
10:00am 
     Prayers & Squares 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
     Open Door Mail 
2pm - Yoga 
4:30pm - Jazzercise 
7pm Zoom Bible Study 
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Stephen Merrill 06/01 

Avery Malace 06/02 

Bobbie Bourne 06/08 

Mary Clark 06/09 

Steve Scott 06/09 

Jeanine Bickett 06/10 

Steve Gesuale 06/10 

Beverly Mosley 06/10 

Norma Stephan 06/10 

Mike Waller 06/12 

Gayle Dickson 06/15 

Wil Berry 06/16 

Nancy Ream 06/17 

Annis Abendroth 06/18 

Laura Stephan 06/18 

Kody Ford 06/20 

Mike Coddington 06/21 

Cindy Pierce 06/21 

Mick Sears 06/21 

Sharon Van Dusen 06/23 

Sally Williams 06/23 

Melinda Gesuale 06/24 

Jack Sikonia 06/25 

Ava Stuart 06/25 

Valerie Weber 06/25 

Caleb Neubauer 06/26 

Adelene McCormick 06/28 

Bob & Susie Browne 06/03 

Peggy & Bob Dixon 06/07 

Leah & William Davies 06/08 

Jere & Kathy Henderson 06/12 

Mick & Sue Sears 06/12 

Jen & Derek Stuart 06/19 

Bert & Debi Harr 06/21 

Micheal & Keith Harris 06/27 

Jay & Erin Henderson 06/27 

Dale & Susie Neubauer 06/27 

Dick & Chris Frey 06/28 

Ernie & Judy Givens 06/29 

George & Charlotte Hartman 06/30 
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The Chimes is a monthly newsletter published for the members and friends of Bend Church.   
Send correspondence and address changes to 680 NW Bond St., Bend, Oregon 97703; or email: communications@bendumc.org 

CHURCH STAFF 

Lead Pastor: Jen Stuart 
           

Communications Director: Erin Buckley-Noonan Minister of Care & Education: Micheal Harris 
Facilities Manager: Danny Lange Director of Music & Arts Ministry: Karen Sipes 
Business Administrator: Kai Alapa’I Chancel Choir Director: Glenda Alford                                                         
Open Door Ministries: Brian Carela Bells of Praise Director: Shelley Giaier                      

 
                                                 

                     
                

 Bishop of the Oregon-Idaho Conference:           District Superintendent:  Wendy Woodworth 
  Elaine Stanovsky            District Website: umoi.org 

 
                   
 

 

Bend Church - United Methodist 
680 NW Bond Street, Bend OR  97703 

office.bendchurch@gmail.com 
www.bendumc.org 

Phone: (541) 382-1672 

680 NW Bond Street 
Bend, Oregon 97703 

www.bendumc.org 


