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A Message from the Pastor’s Office 
We are in a liminal space, on the cusp of many changes, some thrust on us by the pandemic, others 
as part of the natural course of life. Our beloved Associate Pastor Nicole has been called to lead 
Wesley UMC in Eugene. We are thrilled for this opportunity for the Berry family even as we know 
we will miss her calm and grace-filled presence with us. This church was formational in her call to 
ministry, and I know she will cherish her memories of you and all that she experienced as your 
pastor. 
 
In this newsletter you will also hear from Micheal Harris, our current Director of Open Door Minis-
tries, as he steps into Nicole’s previous role as Minister of Care and Education in June. Micheal 
brings a wealth of therapeutic experience to this role, and will be exploring his own call to ministry 
in this different staff position. I pray it will be as fulfilling for him as Nicole’s time here has been for 
her. 
 
Open Door Ministries will shift over to Brian Carela’s leadership in June. Brian has jumped into 
ministry at Bend Church with both feet. He is active in the Bell Choir, assisting Danny Lange with 
facilities management, cooking, making art, and assisting with all things Open Door. Brian has a 
great working relationship with many of those in our community experiencing homelessness. We 
look forward to where his leadership will guide this ministry. 
 
We also welcome Karen Sipes into a new staff position as Director of Music and Arts Ministries. 
Karen will oversee the music department, and be present at all worship services, but she will also 
be expanding this ministry beyond Sunday mornings. More information about those changes 
coming soon! 
 
I will be leading our MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship) and could not be more excited. We had our 
first youth event last week, and I actually went ice skating for the first time in recent memory. (No 
bones were broken and much fun was had.) I’m currently meeting with parents and establishing a 
schedule that will work for our Jr. and Sr. High youth. Look for more information in your in-boxes. 
 
Last, we are still looking for someone to lead our Children and Family Ministries. We have 
deliberately taken our time with this position as our children are slowly coming back into the 
building. We pray that the bulk of the pandemic is behind us, but we know our 
parents are  cautious in returning to public spaces. If this is a position that 
interests you, please reach out so we can discuss how you might make a 
difference in the life of this congregation. 
 
I remain ever thankful for the grace and love of this congregation. 
I pray you will welcome these new staff members with open arms. 

Many Blessings, 
Pastor Jen 

Pastor Jen Stuart 
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Things are getting exciting in the building! We have started the 
landscaping cleanup on the courtyard and Staats Street 
entrance. The corner of Staats and Kansas will get some 
attention also. Inside the building, the Education Wing is 
getting some paint in the hallways and the downstairs 
bathrooms are getting finished. Our campus is moving forward 
every week. 
 
I love having people back in the building! Crafters are back 
doing their thing, and I am very excited to have the Family Art 
Night that is coming up on Friday, April 1st. On Saturday April 
2nd, Stanley Gitari will give a presentation on our Mission 
partnership in Kenya. We are planning on serving a lunch in 

the courtyard after the presentation. Make sure 
to RSVP so we know how much food to prepare. 
 
Thank you to everyone for making my job so 
much fun. 
 
Danny Lange 

Please welcome our new Director of Music Arts, Karen 
Sipes to the staff of Bend Church. Karen comes to us 
from Community Presbyterian Church in Redmond 
where she has been the  Music Director for almost 
sixteen years. Karen is an extremely talented vocalist, 
active in the local theatre community, and has led 
orchestras and choirs since college. We are excited to 
have such an experienced leader take over our Praise 
band, and look forward to offering an expanded role 
for music ensembles throughout the life of the church. 
If you are interested in joining any of our music teams 
please do not hesitate to reach out.   

Karen Sipes and her son, Sean 
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This has been an amazing few months working here with the volunteers and staff  at Bend 
Church. There is nothing greater than being able to stand side by side with fellow brothers 
and sisters in Christ knowing you are putting some good back into the world. I’ve always had 
a thing about helping people and now being in a place where that is literally all we do has 
made my life feel much more complete. The people at this church all pour so much of 
themselves into that cause and it shows. That being said, I feel honored to be here and excited 
to see what more work can be done for our community and neighbors here on out. 
 

We can share joy, music, arts, and God’s love. We can feed and 
nurture, help those in need, lift people up in struggling times, and 
give hope for a better tomorrow. This is the best we can do. Being 
here at Bend Church has inspired me to do even more. Soon I’ll be 
taking a more active role in the Open Door Ministry and working with 
our volunteers to make the world a better place for all of us. My uncle 
told me once, “When God calls, you answer.” I can’t think of anything 
I would rather be doing than warming the hearts of hungry and 
putting a smile on the face of the famished.  
 
Thank you all for the warm welcome.  
Brian Carela 

A Message From Micheal Harris 
 
It is with a great deal of humility and excitement that I announce I will be taking over Pastor 
Nicole’s responsibilities as the Associate Minister of Care & Education beginning June 1st.  Brian 
Carela will be taking over the Volunteer Coordinator position for Open Door Ministries. Brian is very 
well suited for the position and has been an invaluable addition to the Open Door family in recent 
weeks. 
 
Stepping into a ministerial role is the fulfillment of a calling I accepted while an adolescent. This calling 
was thwarted for much of my life due to my sexuality. After years of prayer begging God to change me, 
I finally decided to accept myself and be honest about who I was born to be. As a result, I left the 
church for many years having felt abandoned and rejected for something that I never consciously chose.  
However, I never left my faith or forgot the calling. While working on my Masters of Clinical 
Psychology at George Fox University, I decided to honor my call by completing over 30 hours of 
graduate level theology courses. After my experience at George Fox University, I entered the human 
services field and counseled folks in a community mental health center and in private practice. After 
several years providing therapy, I opened a foster home for developmentally delayed adults. 
 
I am so grateful that my husband, Keith, and I found Bend Church when we moved to Bend in 2019 
upon closing the foster home following 15 years of service in 
Yamhill County, Oregon. Bend Church has been instrumen-
tal in providing a place to spur spiritual growth for both of 
us. We joined the church just before the pandemic forced the 
cancellation of in-person services. Over the past two years, I 
have been working part-time as a 
counselor for a private practice with offices in Bend and 
Prineville. I am accruing the number of hours needed to 
complete my license as a professional counselor. Stepping 
into an Associate Minister role is the culmination of my 
desire and calling to serve the church. I am so grateful for 
God’s faithfulness and Bend Church’s willingness to make 
space for me to serve. I look forward to walking with each of 
you on our collective faith journey. Micheal Harris 
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Greetings from your 
Health Ministry Team 

We have seen lots of changes since 2020, haven't we?  And there is more yet to 
come. We are very happy to announce our two new team members: 
Sue Ludemann and Micky Kramer. We are talking about where we are going as 
a team.  You will be seeing exciting things coming up.  So stay tuned and keep 
your eyes and ears open. Please, if there is anything you would like to see, let us 
know. 

As always, 
Sandy Clausen 

We’re back! The Church Crafters will be selling Easter 
chocolates, Easter cards, and handmade scented soaps, in the 

Narthex at both services on April 3rd and 10th. 

United Methodist Women  
UMW Spring Unit Meeting   -  Saturday, May 14   -  10 am to 1 pm  in the Sanctuary 

Get back in the swing with United Methodist Women (recently renamed United Women in 
Faith) at our first in-person unit meeting in a very long time! We'll be meeting in the sanctuary 

because it has a new heating and cooling system and has the best air circulation in the building--
still important even though COVID infection rates have dropped.  

Our guest speaker will be Patty Wilson from NeighborImpact, where she serves as Deputy 
Executive Director of Programs. Patty will be telling us about her organization, including what 
they do, how they interact with other organizations in the community, and how they're funded. 

Bring your appetite because lunch will be served. Everyone 
is welcome, but please let us know if you're planning to attend 

so we know how many lunches to make.  

To RSVP or ask questions, contact 
Leslie Hopper at 541-647-4625 

or Susan Thomas at 951-733-9559.
uwfaith.org 
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Ryan Armstrong 4/01 

Olivia Armstrong 4/01 

Jay Henderson 4/04 

Gretchen White 4/04 

Martha Hemingway 4/06 

Ann Boyer 4/07 

Janis Durham 4/10 

Nila Lukens 4/10 

Dorothy Thomas 4/11 

Micky Kramer 
& Judi McAlpin 

4/01 

Jody Blank 
& Sheila Dell 

4/01 

Shannon Quinn 4/16 

Charlotte Hartman 4/14 

Jane MacMurray 4/25 

Jeff Cole 4/26 

Suzanne Painter 4/26 

Michelle Adams 4/28 

Pat Luce 4/28 

Marilyn Jaenicke 4/29 

From the Business Office 

This month we have finalized the transition to QuickBooks online. Key findings from the 
conversion have shown the new platform to be more user friendly, easier to pull reports 
and secure access. As tax season is around the corner, please let me know if you have not 
received your 2021 Contribution Statement and I can either email or mail you a copy. 
Please send request to: kai.bendchurch@gmail.com.  

 
Venmo: We have a new method available for you to give to the 
church! Use your Venmo App! If you would like to donate 
via Venmo, our username is @BendChurch. 
In your payment message please include: 
1) Your full name 
2) Envelope number (if known) 
3) Donating to...  
               (For example: pledge, budget, specific ministry/program.) 

Thank you! 
Kai Alapa’I 

mailto:kai.bendchurch@gmail.com
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A Message from Pastor Nicole 

I have to admit, life still feels a little weird. I know that many are claiming 

that we are “finally back to normal,” but I have had the sense for a few 

months now that the effects of the pandemic, of all that has happened in 

the last couple of years, has changed me in some ways that I am not even 

fully aware of. In light of that realization, about 6 months ago, I started 

meeting with a spiritual/professional coach. This resource was new to me, I 

had heard about coaching from friends but had never experienced this kind 

of support until I began working with her. To be honest, I was a little 

skeptical. But it has been so helpful.  

Having someone to offer support, someone who holds space for me to authentically share about 

my challenges and encourages me in my goals, is healing, particularly from a spiritual perspective. 

Here in Central Oregon we do a good job of emphasizing physical health. It is also important to 

prioritize our spiritual health. John Wesley encouraged folks to ask, “How is 

it with your soul?” In this season as we continue on through a challenging 

time, take time to nurture your spirit and maybe even ask for someone to 

accompany you on that journey. If you have questions about resources 

don’t hesitate to reach out. I can say from experience, it’s worth it.  

Pastor Nicole 

Dear Church, 
  
In recent weeks we learned that the meeting of the General Conference, the legislative 
decision-making body of the United Methodist Church, already postponed twice, will now 
be postponed once again (https://www.umnews.org/en/news/general-conference-postponed-until-2024). 
The meeting will now take place in 2024, when the next regularly scheduled General Conference 
would occur. 

While this decision is disappointing, I believe the reasons for it make sense. We would not have 
been able to have equal representation from our International delegates due to a backlog in the 
U.S. visa system. In the meantime, much is happening behind the scenes. 
  
The Global Methodist Church (GMC) is a new denomination that will now launch in May 2022, 
composed of churches that align with the Good News/Confessing Movement/Wesleyan Covenant 
Associations. We will not be joining them. While they count themselves among the "traditionalist" 
wing of the church their main problem with churches like ours is that they will not allow LGBTQ+ 
folks to be in leadership in any way. They had a plan to split the United Methodist Church this year 
and take $25 million dollars from the UMC to start this new denomination. Some even offered 
vaccination for delegates in countries where vaccines are not widely available—a practice 
perceived by some to be an unjust approach, carried out for self-serving reasons. 
  
Postponement was the desired outcome of much of the Western Jurisdiction. We believed that 
there was too great a risk of inequity—that too many people would be prevented from attending by 
either lack of vaccination or inaccessibility of visas. Many would like to see the conservative 
(anti-gay) wing make their exit prior to General Conference, so that the ones who eventually meet 
to determine the way forward will be those who actually plan to participate in the future of the 
United Methodist Church. 
  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iDVKi9wVoX9ZegiU_s1BQpAELYtp1xtIlYd9I2al7MDqMd80vNo4DUqVzqejXuyV2TPOawEZHtKzXnrZkXUVZmyJAnWkZV0NDJlX4T_V4IbWOwRKvrkyOLlgs1DvfHAiRQxV1SB23b_WRvhtC9krPBAZCVqiDzeznWwaHvy4Ti4W-5po87Ev2JBN1Q2dcQkFOk-3NsgHYi_In_tQOTaWYA==&c=HZMl8abV
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How may we pray for you? 

Prayer Chain: 
The Prayer Chain volunteers are contacted when a prayer 

request is given. If you wish to be prayed for by those on the prayer chain, 
contact the Prayer Chain coordinator.  

email:   Nicole.bendchurch@gmail.com 
 

This ministry will hold you close in prayer. 

There is a long history of church schisms. They are always painful, and ours is made more difficult by 
this pandemic. The Episcopal, Presbyterian, Baptist, and Lutheran Churches have already split over 
human sexuality in previous decades. It pains me that we are the last of the main-line Protestants to 
finally make a decision about these matters. I am aware that our LGBTQ+ members bear the greatest 
pain of this delay as they wait to see what our denomination will determine about how we will treat 
them. But there is still much hope dear ones. 
  
As I stated earlier, a significant portion of the anti-gay wing of the church is breaking away this May to 
form the GMC. We in the Western Jurisdiction of the UMC have already been living in the future we 
envision for the entire UMC.  For years we have ordained and affirmed LGBTQ+ persons in ministry. 
Bishops in the Western Jurisdiction do not bring charges against clergy for performing weddings for 
queer couples, and have not for some time. Whatever happens with the larger UMC we will remain 
aligned with the vision that our Western Jurisdiction Bishops (https://westernjurisdictionumc.org/where-

love-lives/)  have set before us. 

Though the larger body of the UMC may continue to debate inclusion, we at Bend Church have 
already made our decision. In 2015 we voted to become a part of the Reconciling Ministries 
Network (https://rmnetwork.org/2022/03/03/regarding-postponement-of-general-conference-to-2024/) to be 
clear about our stance on the affirmation of all God’s people into this Body of Christ. 

So we wait and continue to love one another even in our frustration over this incredibly long 
process. My friend Rev. Taylor Fuerst puts it this way, “The metaphor that works for me here is breath-
ing. The Hebrew scriptures use the same word (Ruah) for both breath and spirit. It is 
tempting to "hold our breath" waiting for General Conference to make the official change we have 
longed to see. We can "hold our breath" waiting for every church and every member to come around to 
affirm the lives and loves of LGBTQ+ people. OR, we can breathe now. Through the Holy Spirit, we 
can breathe in and remember that the God who created each and every one of us has already affirmed 
us. Breathe in belovedness. Through the Holy Spirit, we can breathe out and see the power unleashed 
when we tell the story of a God who loves and celebrates LGBTQ+ life and love as much as the divine 
loves everyone else. This is God's work through us, and it is vitally important, healing, redeeming work. 
We do not need to hold our breath; we have all we need.” 
  
Your church leadership stands united in our vision for a fully affirming United Methodist Church. As the 
pandemic wains, we are rebuilding our Music, Youth, and Family programs. We will continue to 
advocate for the poor, and are opening our building to allow for more affordable child care. I am 
incredibly thankful to be here at this time as we reimagine together the work of this downtown church. I 
pray you will stay and join with me. 
  
Many Blessings,  Pastor Jen 

https://westernjurisdictionumc.org/where-love-lives/
https://westernjurisdictionumc.org/where-love-lives/
https://rmnetwork.org/2022/03/03/regarding-postponement-of-general-conference-to-2024/
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The Chimes is a monthly newsletter published for the members and friends of Bend Church.   
Send correspondence and address changes to 680 NW Bond St., Bend, Oregon 97703; or email to office.bendchurch@gmail.com 

CHURCH STAFF 

Lead Pastor: Jen Stuart 
Associate Pastor: Nicole Berry 

           
Communications Director: Erin Buckley-Noonan 
Facilities Manager: Danny Lange Director of Music & Arts: Karen Sipes 
Business Administrator: Kai Alapa’I Chancel Choir Director: Glenda Alford                                                         
Open Door Ministries: Micheal Harris Bells of Praise Director: Shelley Giaier                      

 
                                                 

                        
                

 Bishop of the Oregon-Idaho Conference:           District Superintendent:  Wendy Woodworth 
  Elaine Stanovsky            District Website: umoi.org 
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