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Church Leadership 2022

It’s a difficult time to be in leadership. As our biblical stories attest, this is no secret. Whether it’s
Moses dealing with his people wanting to return to slavery in Egypt because they were tired of
wandering, or Jesus being run out of his hometown, leadership is almost never portrayed as easy.
Leadership requires deep faith, the ability to listen, and the humility to admit you do not have all
the answers. In BC (before COVID) times many more of us would be active in the church and
ready to take on leadership roles. In these strange days we’ve needed to pivot often, adjust
expectations, and do our best to hold each other with grace as we move through the constant
stress of this pandemic. For these reasons and many others I’m so very thankful for all of you who
have stepped in during this time of crises. In particular I want to thank Tina Ficher, and I hope
you will too.
Tina was on staff as our part-time bookkeeper for 7+ years, but she did so much more than
bookkeeping. Tina helped this congregation discern that it needed to treat our LGBTQ+ members
with respect and equality by becoming members of the Reconciling Ministries Network. She
worked with our finance team to make sure that all the new members coming in understood our
books. She also trained our new Business Administrator with professionalism, humor, and
patience. Last year Tina let go of the bookkeeping role and instead served on council as our
treasurer. When our bookkeeper left to have a baby, Tina came back to help us get through the
year. Tina brought a passion and love for this church to all that she did and although she is not
gone from the church we will miss her on staff.

This year, despite all that is happening in the world, the people below have agreed to serve you as
your Church Council leaders. In our system each leadership role is generally held for three years
leaving time for growth in the role, but also mindful to welcome in new members to the council
each year.
Lay Leader/Church Council Chair ... Larry Hermann
Treasurer ….………………………………. Gretchen White
Financial Staff …………………………... Kai Alapa’I, Business Administrator
Ace Goodman, Contributions Clerk
Finance Team ……………………………. Eric Nyquist, Carol Ann Munson, and Wes Wilson
Staff Parish Relations Chair ……….. Kristen Gonzalez
SPRC Team ………………………………. Pat Luce and Debbie McMahon
Trustees Chair ………………………….. Mick Sears
Trustees Staff Liaison ……………….. Danny Lange, Facilities Manager
Trustees Team ………………………….. Skipper Lay and Mickey Kramer
Communications Director and Council Secretary ... Erin Buckley-Noonan
I remain incredibly grateful to these people and excited for the year ahead.
Faithfully yours,
Pastor Jen

Pastor Jen Stuart

Greetings from your
Health Ministry Team
You probably noticed that there were no
Poinsettias this Christmas for our Elders
and those in special circumstances.
We did not forget them and they received
a card and special message from us. Your
team found itself stretched.
On that note, we need some help from you. We are looking for folks that would
be interested in working with us in this ministry. If you have questions or would
like to volunteer, please contact me (Sandy - 541-389-8078), or email Nicole
(Nicole.bendchurch@gmail.com).
In February we had planned to have a Heart Appreciation Sunday. That is now
on hold. But remember to guard your heart well as we are still in this
difficult time. Eat heathy, exercise, take your medications as prescribed, and
manage any stress. Let us know if you need some tips.
We very much want to interact with our congregation on a personal level.
If you would appreciate phone calls or visits, we will do all that we can.
In the meantime, please listen to your medical teams, wear an N95 mask and do
all you can to protect ourselves and those around you from COVID-19 and it’s
variants. We pray for this to pass.
Looking prayerfully to the future,
Sandy Clausen

YOGA CLASSES
Join us every
Tuesday & Thursday
at 2:00pm
in the Multi-purpose room.
Questions? Please call
Frank Zachary:
541-383-2543
Sponsored by the
Health Ministries
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Bend Church Open Door Ministries
We made it to 2022! We are going on two years of this pandemic; that’s two
years of mask wearing, vaccines and boosters, social distancing, excessive
hand washing, online worship, and all the other ways COVID-19 has been at
the center of our lives. If you are like me, then you are digging deep everyday
to continue offering others and yourself more grace and compassion than at
any point of your lifetime. I am reminded of a saying that I heard from a
preacher while an adolescent; every Sunday the preacher would remind us to
“keep on keeping on”. For me, this expression has never been truer than
now.
The volunteers at the Open Door continued to keep on keeping on every week
during 2021. They served over 4,600 meals from the Community Room door
and that does not account for the leftover sandwiches that I drop off at the
Peer Center each Wednesday. Once those meals are included, I am sure we
served close to 5,000 meals this past year. In addition, our mailroom now
serves over 250 people. The Compassionate Care team aided many folks with
various bills and gas vouchers throughout the year. Our volunteers are also
participating in monthly trainings offered by Ryan Dowd of the Homelessness
Training Institute. It has been a joy getting to know and working with the
amazing volunteers during the past year!
If you are looking for a way to tangibly support this ministry and the
neighbors that we serve, then I have a couple of ideas for you. Currently, we
are in dire need of hand warmers to offer guests on those cold mornings. We
could also use more sleeping bags for guests. Various hygiene items that can
be found at the Dollar General such as deodorant, razors, shaving cream,
toothbrushes, toothpaste and small Kleenex packets are also appreciated. Of
course, your financial contributions are always welcome. Until next time
friends, remember to keep on keeping on…
Micheal Harris

Volunteer Coordinator
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Oops

We have found some problems with the year end giving statements
that were sent out last week. If you have any problems please do not
hesitate to reach out to our Contributions Clerk Ace Goodman
(finance.bendchurch@gmail.com).
We are sorry for the inconvenience and are working on it.

Even a Pandemic Can’t Stop United Methodist Women
Despite nearly two years of lockdowns, face masks, and social distancing, Bend United Methodist Women (UMW) is still going strong! In 2021 we raised enough money
to contribute over $7,000 to Compassionate Care and the Open Door Ministries, as
well as local nonprofit organizations like Family Kitchen, Bethlehem Inn, Mountain
Star Nursery, Saving Grace, and others.
Many thanks for your support.

Looking for fun, fellowship and spiritual growth? JOIN UMW
Bend United Methodist Women (UMW)
have four active circles / small groups:

• Circle of Friends
• Shalom Circle
• Sisters of Faith
• Ruth Circle

New members are welcome!

Contact Dale Flexner at 919-937-7551 or Leslie Hopper at 541-647-4625

PRAYERS & SQUARES QUILTERS
Monthly - 2nd and 4th Thursdays
10am - Noon in the UMW Craft room

We make quilts to be given to individuals facing an illness, having a difficult
time or simply in need of special love and prayers.
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Shelley Giaier

02/01

Donna Sikonia

02/06

Daniel Strand

02/16

Mark Gonzalez

02/01

Meagan Greenough

02/07

Clara Stuart

02/20

Cathy Renner

02/01

Ann Overman

02/10

Dory Koehler-King

02/21

Diana Strand

02/01

John Szabo

02/11

Kevin White

02/21

Patty Stark

02/02

Tim Zerger

02/12

Micheal Harris

02/24

Beverly Gordon

02/03

Christine Jones

02/13

Max King

02/24

Jean Nelson-Dean

02/03

Wes Wilson

02/13

Cheree Johnson

02/25

Lyla Henderson

02/05

Barbara Jordan

02/15

Don Miller

02/25

Helen Bohnhoff

02/06

Steve Castillo

02/16

Danny Lange

02/26

Jake & Valerie Weber

02/24

How may we pray for you?
Prayer Chain:
The Prayer Chain volunteers are contacted when a prayer
request is given. If you wish to be prayed for by those on the
prayer chain, contact the Prayer Chain coordinator.
email: Nicole.bendchurch@gmail.com
This ministry will hold you close in prayer.
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Hey Youth! What’s Up?!
Hello everyone! First of all, I want to say congratulations for
surviving 2021! I am so proud of each and every one of you
for pushing through in whichever way you were able to.
Here’s to hoping this new year brings you the spark of joy
and motivation to keep you going further! Have you made
any resolutions yet? If so... are you still sticking with it? I sure
hope so!
Valentine’s Day is just around the corner! And it is that
special time of the year again when we are doing our annual
Heart to Heart event. If you are a youth or adult who loves
gift giving, and receiving gifts, we will be doing a “mini”
version of the event this year. If you are interested in being a
Heart to Heart Secret Pal this year, or would like more
information, please email me (see below). I would be happy
to provide you with more information and a sign up sheet!

I hope to see your lovely faces soon! It has been such a blast
being a part of Sunday services working the sound booth.
Here’s to hoping this new year is filled with lots of wonderful
new memories for all of us!
Travis Nunez
Travis.bendchurch@gmail.com
Youth Director | Interim Children’s Director
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A Message from Pastor Nicole
Greetings!
It is my hope that you are settling into the new year. Though we
continue to face many challenges in our country and our
communities, I am encouraged by the resilience and kindness of
this church.
As many of you know, for many years, Bend UMC has supported my journey
through the United Methodist ordination process. When I first began here as the
Minister of Care and Discipleship, I was still working as a hospice chaplain.
Through a process of discernment I responded to a call to ordained ministry and
returned to seminary to complete my Methodist courses of study and then transitioned to become your Associate Pastor following my commissioning ceremony in
2019.
As a commissioned, Provisional Elder, I am licensed to administer sacrament and
may lead a congregation, however, I am still awaiting my Full Membership which is
the final step. This month I will be going before the Board of Ordained Ministry to
hopefully complete this journey. If I am approved, I will be ordained in June of this
year.
I ask for your continued prayers as I interview on Feb 14th and 15th. During my
time with the Board I will be asked questions regarding theology, vocation, and
wellness. I will also be formally presenting my Fruitfulness Project, the podcasts, to
the group. (Our fifth episode is now posted through our website.)
Thank you all for your ongoing support in this process. This church has given
monetarily to my continued education, as well as immeasurable amounts of
encouragement and grace as I moved through many challenging steps. It is my
delight to continue to serve alongside you here in Bend. I will keep you all updated
as to the outcome of my time with the Board.
Blessings,
Pastor Nicole

Podcast Episode 5: Habitat for Humanity
is ready for you to listen!
Join the team as they talk with
Mellissa Kamanya and learn more.
For more info on volunteering on committees,
email info@brhabitat.org
For questions regarding cash or land donations,
email mkamanya@brhabitat.org
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680 NW Bond Street
Bend, Oregon 97703

The Chimes is a monthly newsletter published for the members and friends of Bend Church.
Send correspondence and address changes to 680 NW Bond St., Bend, Oregon 97703; or email to office.bendchurch@gmail.com

CHURCH STAFF
Senior Pastor: Jen Stuart
Associate Pastor: Nicole Berry
Facilities Manager: Danny Lange
Business Administrator: Kai Alapa’I
Contributions Clerk: Ace Goodman
Open Door Ministries: Micheal Harris

Communications Director: Erin Buckley-Noonan
Chancel Choir Director: Glenda Alford
Bells of Praise Director: Shelley Giaier
Youth Ministries Director: Travis Nunez

Bishop of the Oregon-Idaho Conference:
Elaine Stanovsky

District Superintendent: Wendy Woodworth
District Website: umoi.org

Bend Church - United Methodist
680 NW Bond Street, Bend OR 97703
office.bendchurch@gmail.com
www.bendumc.org
Phone: (541) 382-1672
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