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Isaiah 65:17-19  -  New Revised Standard Version 
For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not 

be remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am 
creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. I 

will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of 
weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. 

  

Innovation, Contemplation and Discernment 
In the Book of Acts, we see the early church meeting in their homes because it was 
often unsafe for them to gather in public. As we move into the second summer of 
this pandemic, I want to invite you to think of us as a 1st Century worshiping 
community. The Greater Northwest Bishop’s Cabinet, the CDC, your Worship Team, 
and your Safety Committee are all advising us to move slowly in our plans to start 
worshiping in our building together.  These teams have all prayerfully and with 
much discernment come up with plans to gather again, and we are all eager for this, 
but we don’t anticipate being able to move forward with those plans until the 
current surge in Covid cases subsides significantly. 
  
Last year we had to react quickly to change the ways in which we interact with one 
another. Those changes have served us well. We’ve met almost daily for morning 
meditations, we’ve taken weekly communion, read books and studied scripture 
through Zoom, we’ve called and sent cards, moved job descriptions to allow for 
more creative communication… in short, we have adapted and innovated in ways we 
never dreamed. 
  
The temptation, with many of us vaccinated, is to go back to the way things were, 
but I believe that God has an even bigger dream for us. We are reaching more people 
now than we ever have. Our small groups are thriving. When the time is right, we 
will come together in the building again. In the meantime, what have we learned? 
Who is God calling us to serve in these new ways we’ve discovered by accident? 
Where do we continue to innovate and which traditions do we continue? 
These questions are for all of us. I invite you into a time of discernment 
along with your Church Council as we seek to follow the way of Jesus in 
ever changing times. 

Pastor Jen Stuart 
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"Commune: A Generous 
Conversation" Podcast  

What if, instead of leaving the worship space after 
communion, we all stayed around the table for 

conversation? All are invited to pull up a chair, share in 
sacrament, listen and engage with generous dialogue 
around topics such as, faith, grace, grief, and justice. 

Click on the link (on our website: bendumc.org) 
to listen today! 

Episode 1: Communion 
Episode 2: Fear: with guest Wes Wilson 

Episode 3: coming in May 

 

United Methodist Women Update 

• We may not be seeing each other in person, but our UMW work goes on! In 
February we sent donation checks, from our Bazaar proceeds, to several local 
nonprofits to help with their ongoing missions. 

• Our UMW contact list was updated and sent out in March. The list was sent by 
email, or US mail for those with no email address listed. 

• Our “Kits for Kids” project will be starting up in June. This project is done in 
conjunction with other churches across Central Oregon. We ask that members 
send a monetary donation to UMW treasurer Janis Durham by June 1 so we can 
order cases of toiletry items for the kits. It takes awhile to order cases of items so 
we need your donations before we can order. The kits contain toiletry items and 
paper products for kids and families in need.  
     Janis Durham  -  1188 NE 27th St, #102  -  Bend, OR 97701 

• In the Fall we plan to have another frozen pie sale, like we did last fall. 
We are still hoping to have an in-person Bazaar in November, so fingers crossed 
we will be able to. 
 
Stay well and stay safe! 
Jill Gentry - UMW President 

 
 
For the summer months, our UnLearn series will focus on film. 

Join Pastor Nicole for a Zoom discussion around the movie "One Night in Mi-
ami" a powerful thought provoking drama about race and activism from 

the perspectives of four icons. 
May 26th @6:30pm  

 ** If planning to attend please view prior to meeting. ** 
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Bend Church Open Door Café / Day Center Ministry 
April was a busy month for the Open Door Cafe .  While the numbers of meals served 
fluctuated from week to week, this ministry continues looking for new and creative 
ways to meet the needs of those experiencing houselessness.  Our volunteers 
continue cooking meals, partnering with Compassionate Care, providing mail services 
5 days a week, and providing clothing to those in need.  In addition, 4 of our 
volunteers were trained on the administration of Narcan to individuals who have 
overdosed on Opiates.  Many thanks to David Bliss of the Deschutes County Health 
Department for the training and for the supply of Narcan provided.  Deschutes County 
Health Department remains a valued partner on Wednesday mornings as they 
provide the needle exchange program, HIV testing, and connections to community 
resources. 
 

I would like to offer our thanks to those of you responding to the clothing needs of the 
Free Store Boutique.  The Boutique continues to have a need for men’s belts and jeans 
sized 30-36 as well as sweatpants and leggings for men and women.  Please 
remember that donation drop-off times are Monday, Wednesday, or Friday from 9:00
-12:00, entering on the Staats St. entrance; Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday 
from 1:00-3:00 pm at the Community Room entrance off of Kansas St.; or on 
Wednesday mornings from 8:00-10:30 at the Community Room entrance.   
 

Special thanks to chef extraordinaire and volunteer Jim St. John for the donation of a 
new freezer as well as his weekly trips to the Neighbor Impact food pantry.   Also, a 
big thank-you to Anna, Julie McMillan’s daughter, for the generous and tasty donation 
of Girl Scout cookies.  
 

If you are interested in volunteering as an alternate volunteer in the mailroom, please 
send an email to opendoor.bendchurch@gmail.com.  We will provide you training and 
place you on a list of volunteers that can be called upon to fill-in when one of our 
mailroom volunteers is unable to pass out mail.  The mailroom is open Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from 1-3 pm as well as Wednesday mornings from 
8:30-10:30.   

Micheal Harris 
Volunteer Coordinator 

mailto:opendoor.bendchurch@gmail.com
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Mini-VBS  -  Coming this summer! 

We are planning MINI OLYPMICS, stories and more this 
summer at a park for kids ages 3-11. Please email Julie 
Hanney  if you are interested in having your kids run, 
jump, play silly games and learn more about God in a safe 
way this summer. She will email you a survey with  
possible dates and times. 

We are planning on doing this once a week, rather than 
a traditional five day camp. 

 
Volunteers are needed!  Contact Julie if you can help.  

julie.bendchurch@gmail.com  

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS :-) 
Even though we can’t meet in person yet, we are having A TON of fun on Zoom each Sunday with 

movie trivia parties, Pictionary, charades, Boggle and Hangman… along with checking in and 
praying together. 

 
Julie Hanney sends out weekly Sunday School Bible Blast lessons that are fun and simple. We are 
working to get the Bible to blast off the page and into our lives in practice and meaningful ways! 

The weekly lesson consists of  Bible verses of the day along with a science experiment, art 
project or game the family can do together. For instance, have you ever written a secret message 

with lemon juice? :-)  Email Julie if you would like to receive the lessons. 

  
 

Children and Family Ministries 
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Sharon Kunkel 5/03 

Cora White 5/03 

Susan Herrmann 5/05 

Joyce Luckman 5/05 

Gail Olsen 5/05 

Gary Conaway 5/06 

Don Delach 5/06 

Paul Shannon 5/08 

Larry & Kellie Smith 5/25 

Karen & Tom Wykes 5/27 

Don & Darcey Pederson 5/30 

Alan Bickett 5/18 

Keith Harris 5/15 

Jake Weber 5/18 

Tom Wykes 5/21 

Megan Quinn 5/24 

Lois Osborne 5/26 

Jacob McMullin 5/28 

Ruth Augustine 5/28 

Beverly Wilson 5/31 

Thom Larson 5/10 

Charlotte Smith 5/10 

Anna Cole 5/12 

Rawleigh White 5/13 

Bert Harr 5/15 

Clair Kunkel 5/15 

Cindy Larson 5/15 

Ty Colon 5/17 

Brennan & Shelby Noonan 5/04 

Steve & Elizabeth Scott 5/07 

Diane & Daniel Strand 5/17 

Jim & Louise Bell 5/22 
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COMPASSIONATE CARE 
Rev. Thom Larson has been incredibly busy in this last year as the main facilitator of our 
Compassionate Care Funds. Your generous donations have allowed us to help countless 
people in difficult situations. Here is a look at the most common ways you have been able to help 
people during the pandemic. 
 
 Gas vouchers - we have been giving out more than 30/week for about a year with the cost 

shared with the Stop and Go Mini-mart. 
 Rental assistance 
 Utility bills - mostly electric and water 
 Telephones - purchase and rentals 
 ID’s  
 Occasional storage and garbage fees 
 Occasional motel rooms. Most of these were given on freezing nights before the warming 

shelter was open. 
 *Once for a couple needing a secure space and respite after being criminally assaulted. 
 *Once for an exhausted pregnant woman. 
 Occasional car repairs, for shelter, transportation to work, and access to medical 

services. 
 Occasional bus tickets.  We help people get home or to a place where they feel safe and have 

access to more resources. 
  
Once again, thank you for your generous donations to our Compassionate Care Funds. You are 
making a difference! 
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Louise Lesher 
Administrative 

Assistant  

Ace Goodman 
Contributions 

Clerk 
Kyle Steen 

Bookkeeper 

Danny Lange 
Facility Manager 

Micheal Harris 
Open Door Café /  

Day Center 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Erin Buckley-Noonan 
Communications 

Director 
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A Message from Pastor Nicole 

 

As I write this article the news was just released that the officer who 

was on trial for the murder of George Floyd was found guilty. Like 

many in this country I was anxious as I watched and updated the 

pages on my computer for the minutes before the verdict was read. 

Now I am  sitting outside waiting for my son to finish his music 

lesson without my phone, separated from the countless reactions to 

the news in our country. It is surreal, particularly during this season 

of endless screen time.  

 

I am anticipating that in the days that follow we will hear more commentary about the trial 

and the verdict. We will have access to articles and interviews and editorials from a myriad of 

news sources and social media platforms. I will read some as I am committed to staying 

connected. However, this afternoon as I listen to the song “twinkle twinkle little star” played 

on a front porch and feel the crisp breeze through the trees I am feeling the nudge of God’s 

Spirit to allow some time to react to this news in a more embodied way, unencumbered, for a 

short time, by the pace of the media moving me through various perspectives and emotions. 

 

 I am wondering in this pause about the impact of these decisions and I am intentionally 

considering the work that is mine to do on this journey toward more love, equity, and change. 

I realize with clarity how important this practice of taking breaks from screens continues to be. I 

encourage you to take some time to do the same, set aside time away to 

pray, reflect, repent and worship as we consider our ministry together in 

community in this tender and important time. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Nicole 

Trustees 
Your trustees have been hard at work this winter in order to make the building 
as safe and beautiful as possible. Mid June we will start construction on a new 
roof and a new HVAC unit. Trustees are currently exploring whether our HVAC 
systems have the most current technology to make sure that air flow is moving 
through quickly and efficiently. Facilities Manager, Danny Lange, has kept busy 
with painting, carpet cleaning, and a number of upgrades to the building. We 
long to be able to show everyone all the work that has been done, but until the 
current COVID surge has waned we will just have to show you pictures. Rest 
assured that your trustees are doing all that is possible to get us back into the 
building in a safe manner. 
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