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A Message from Pastor Nicole 

 

A couple of years ago I had a preaching professor offer a helpful way to think about 

preparing a sermon. He said, “Each week we faithfully do all of the work that we can to 

study and write a sermon...then on Sunday morning we offer up to God what we have 

done. Sometimes it feels like only the equivalent of a crumpled up piece of paper with 

scratches of attempts and run-on sentences filling the edges.  But, God takes one look at our 

feeble human offering, smiles, and then through the power of God’s spirit makes all of that 

preparation somehow speak to the hearts and minds of the listeners in ways we can’t even 

fathom. Our job is to faithfully bring what we can each time.”   

 

As he spoke about God’s spirit he spread both of his arms out and around over his head 

with his fingers outstretched to illustrate the vastness of God’s ability and then waved his 

fingers to replicate the movement of the Divine. Much of our time right now is spent in our 

dwellings, tucked in against the winter cold and safe from common spaces where the virus 

spreads. That visual of God’s spirit being spread widely out and around is a particularly 

meaningful and striking memory for me.  

 

Friends, in Christian community this is what we all get to do. This experience is not 

reserved for the ordained.  I have experienced it in so many ways in the last several 

months. Each of us is bringing what we can, from wood carvings for sacred words to 

children’s storytimes on facebook, busy hands in our mailroom, to bells ringing through to 

us over stunning videos. There have been countless phone calls, letters, and small group 

meetings.  We have, together, continued to do what we can in this time, bringing our new 

offerings to God to be used to foster connection, move us to action and love and we are 

changed.  

 

The way of Jesus brings transformation. It’s just part of the deal. It also includes a great deal 

of unbelievable goodness. I know that we couldn’t have expected to be 

in the place that we are now. How could we have known? May we al-

low ourselves to be marveled by the ways in which the Spirit of God 

cannot be contained as we offer what we can, our little crumpled pieces 

of paper,  to be used for good, as we press on as companions in faith. 

Blessings! 

Pastor Nicole 
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Pastor Jen will be out for most of Lent recovering from surgery, but she leaves us in the capable 

hands of Reverend Nicole Berry, along with many of our generous retired clergy.  
  
Preaching Schedule: 

Lent 3 - 3/7:   Rev. John Pitney     John 2:13-22 
Lent 4- 3/14:  Rev. Debbie Pitney    John 3:14-21 
Lent 5- 3/21:   Rev. Nicole Berry    John 12:20-33 
Palm/Passion 3/28: Scripture and Music    Mark 14: 1-15:47, or Mark 15:1-39 
Easter 4/4/21:  Rev. Jen Stuart     John 20:1-18 

In the last year we have discovered that there 
are “facts” that are not factual. We have held 
beliefs based on aphorisms and not shared 
experiences or expert knowledge. Based on the 

goals set by your Church Council we are taking time this year to deepen our understanding of 
issues facing our community.  Join us as we continue conversations around homelessness and 
racism as we seek to “unlearn” harmful perceptions, challenge our assumptions, and listen well. 
Together with open hearts and open minds we can work as a community to make positive 
changes in Central Oregon.  
 
March  21st - Chuck Hemingway 2pm webinar “Homelessness in Bend” 
Learn about the ways that this church is partnering with other community organizations to 
combat homelessness. 
 
April 7th - 28th (Wednesdays)  
Book study of “Caste: The Origins of our Discontent” by Isabel Wilkerson 
Join Pastor Jen and New Member and retired Teacher Jeanine Black for a 4 week study of this 
Pulitzer Prize winning book. Wednesdays April 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th at 7pm via Zoom 

"Commune: A Generous Conversation" podcast is here:  
What if, instead of leaving the worship space after communion, we all 

stayed around the table for conversation? All are invited to pull up a chair, 
share in sacrament, listen and engage with generous dialogue around 

topics such as, faith, grace, grief, and justice. 
Click on the link (on our website: bendumc.org) to listen today! 
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Card 3   -   Lament 
 

Card 4   -   Prayer 
 

Card 5   -   Ashes / Dust 
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Card 3   -   Lament 
The practice of lament is holy, if difficult. In this pause you are invited 
to connect to the parts of your spirit that are pained. If you feel 
comfortable, speak aloud the sadness of your heart to God. Be specific. 
You may place your hand on your chest or open your palms in these 
moments. How close is the pain you are carrying to the surface? 
Let us authentically share our pain with The Divine. 
    (Resume walking) 

Card 4   -   Prayer 
In this pause look up toward the sky. Let the magnitude of this vast, 
created space wash over you. What do you see?  
 You are invited to read this prayer: 
We break from the doings of our day and make space to notice you, 
our compassionate God. You are always with us. As we begin this 
Lenten journey, we seek depth of spirit with the promise that we are 
not alone. May we look to the sky even as our feet touch the earth. 
Amen 
    (Resume Walking) 

Card 5   -   Ashes / Dust 
In this walk, we have now arrived at our “beginning”. In this final 
pause you are invited to bend toward the ground and touch the earth.  
Feel the dirt or rock beneath you. 
If you like, let your hands get a little dirty.  
When was the last time you touched the earth? 
You may put a little bit of dirt on your hand or your forehead as is our 
practice on Ash Wednesday and remember that you are dust, and to 
dust you shall return.     
Amen. 
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Bend Church Open Door Café / Day Center Ministry 
 

With this edition of The Chimes there’s been a change in Coordinators for the Open Door 
Café/Day Center Ministry. 

Effective March 1st Micheal Harris took over for Chuck Hemingway as Open Door Café 
Coordinator. Chuck is returning to retired life and will be around to help out as a back-up 
wherever needed with the ministry. Micheal will continue as a Behavioral Health Counselor 
with a local agency when not filling his coordinator responsibilities. 

In March 2020, Chuck took over as Coordinator. When COVID-19 hit and the building closed, 
there was never a thought that the ministry would not continue in some fashion. Buoyed by 
an outpouring of volunteer support from the congregation and the community, the Open 
Door Café/Day Center ministry adapted to the circumstances. It went from having a sit-down 
breakfast for guests to a closed building. Yet the ministry continued, thanks to solid volunteer 
support, so that not a single week of providing meals to our guests was missed.   Guests could 
no longer come in the building for a hot meal, or a shower, a haircut, mail or to get clothes 
from the clothing closet. But, we adapted.  

A team of volunteers agreed to come in on Tuesdays to prepare breakfast sacks that would be 
passed out the door of the Community Room bright and early Wednesday mornings. These 
volunteers prepped the sacks with fruit, a drink, a protein bar, individual servings of  
applesauce, raisins, napkins and plastic utensils. When additional items were available, like 
bunches of grapes or large bags of trail mix, etc., the volunteers took extra time to bag up 
those items and put them in the sacks too. Another team of volunteers agreed to come in early 
on Wednesday mornings to cook sausage and egg sandwiches, wrap them in tinfoil and drop 
them into the breakfast sacks that had been prepared by the Tuesday volunteers. And then 
another team of volunteers took the sacks with hot sandwiches to the door of the community 
room and passed out the breakfast sacks to waiting guests. Our count shows that over the 
course of March 2020 to present, approximately 5,000 meals have been prepared by these 
volunteers and served to our guests. 

The volunteers also kept the clothing room open. They agreed, whenever a guest needed a 
pair of socks, underwear, pants, coat, etc., to make a long trek from the community room door 
to the clothing room to find what the guest needed and bring it back to them.   

Volunteers stepped up to make sure that the more than 200 people who get their mail at our 
church address continued to be able to receive it.  Thanks to these volunteers, access to mail 
for our guests expanded to availability for mail five days a week instead of primarily just on 
Wednesdays. 

Thanks to the combined efforts of all these volunteers, to the best of our ability, no guest has 
ever gone away hungry or unclothed in the year the church has been closed. 

When Chuck agreed to come out of retirement last March and take over as Coordinator at 
Pastor Jen Stuart’s request, the common wisdom was that the crisis would be over in 
months. But that turned out not to be the case. About six months into the building closure, 
Pastor Jen and Chuck talked about the future direction of the Open Door Café/Day Center 
ministry.   Chuck advised Jen that after a year he’d look forward to returning to retirement 
again. Pastor Jen began recruiting and from within the congregation found Micheal, who for 
the past several months as a volunteer, has shown the passion and commitment for the job. 
As evidenced by what the Open Door Café/Day Center ministry volunteers have been able to 
pull off since the building closed, the rest of 2021 looks to be another great year for the  
ministry. 
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Children & Family 

Ministries 

Thank you to all who participated in the  Heart to Heart Secret Pal Gift Exchange!  
It was different this year, like many things are due to the pandemic, but it was inspiring to 
see how much creativity and love went into making and  delivering or mailing the gifts.  
It’s a good reminder that it may take a little more effort or outside-the-box thinking, but 

we can still connect with our church family in meaningful and safe ways. 

Movie Sunday School Party! 
We are inviting all families to watch the movie 

Ratatouille by March 21st and we will have a movie 
discussion and trivia party during our Sunday 

Zoom meeting on Sunday, March 21st! 

It’s available on Disney Plus and Amazon Prime 
Video… and you can probably rent it at Blockbuster.   

Our weekly Zoom hangouts happen each Sunday at 
8:45am. Please email me if you don’t get the weekly 

emails with that info and our  at-home Sunday School 
lesson. (Julie.bendchurch@gmail.com) 

UMW Update 

Recently I received a call from a Cascadia District UMW Officer who was “checking in” on our 
UMW unit. I was surprised to learn that she knew all about us; knew about both our UMW 
activities and Bend Church missions; and all about Pastor Jen. She was more or less calling to tell us 
all “great job.” So, well done everybody! We’re famous! 

Believe it or not we are already talking about the 2021 Holiday Bazaar. Regardless of what is going 
on, we will either have an in-person, or another online bazaar. For all you creative people- you can 
help, too. If you are a quilter, we would love some pretty potholders. The few we had this year sold 
instantly. If you are a woodworker- we love all your handcrafted items! If you paint, your 
masterpieces are welcome. If you knit, bring it on! We welcome any variety of crafted goods. All 
profits from our bazaar benefit local nonprofits like Family kitchen, Bethlehem inn, Saving Grace, 
etc. 

Hopefully we can organize the church crafters later this year to make all sorts of goodies. If not, we 
will work from home again. I will be in touch. If you have questions or ideas just let me know! 

Jill Gentry  -  UMW President  
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How may we pray for you? 
 

Prayer Chain: The Prayer Chain 
volunteers are contacted when a 

prayer request is given. If you wish to be 
prayed for by those on the prayer chain, 

contact the Prayer Chain coordinator.  
email: 

prayer.bendchurch@gmail.com 
 

This ministry will hold you close in 
prayer. 

Phil Kirk 3/01 

Leslie Hopper 3/03 

Lorraine Zachary 3/07 

Erin Buckley-Noonan 3/08 

Colin White 3/09 

Jeanie Engstrom 3/10 

Phillip Stephan 3/12 

Chuck Tucker 3/15 

Katie Ardt 3/19 

Diane Cole 3/19 

Kelsey Scott 3/19 

Barbara Baker 3/21 

JoAnn Ford 3/21 

Elizabeth Scott 3/21 

Beth Young 3/21 

Barb Rich 3/22 

John Hannon 3/23 

David Scott 3/23 

George Terry 3/24 

Karen Foell 3/25 

Judi McAlpin 3/25 

Emmett Shortreed 3/25 

Life Transitions for March 

Ralph & Patricia Smith 3/07 

Leah Davies 3/26 

Dallas-Liam Oxford 3/26 

Steve Talley 3/27 

Valerie White 3/28 

Doug Williams 3/28 

Jennifer Malace 3/29 

Ann White 3/29 

Owen Greenough 3/30 

Mary Patton 3/30 

Doretta Thurston 3/30 
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The Chimes is a monthly newsletter published for the members and friends of Bend Church.   
Send correspondence and address changes to 680 NW Bond St., Bend, Oregon 97703; or email to office.bendchurch@gmail.com (Attention: Erin)  

CHURCH STAFF 

Senior Pastor: Jen Stuart 
Associate Pastor: Nicole Berry 

           
Director of Children & Family Ministries: Julie Hanney  Communications Director: Erin Buckley-Noonan 
Custodian / Building Administrator: Danny Lange Praise Band Coordinator: Julie Hanney 
Book Keeper: Kyle Steen     Chancel Choir Director: Glenda Alford                                                         
Contributions Clerk: Ace Goodman Bells of Praise Director: Shelley Giaier                      
Administrative Asst.: Louise Lesher  
Day Center / Open Door Café Coordinator: Micheal Harris   
                                                
                        
                
Bishop of the Oregon-Idaho Conference: Elaine Stanovsky        District Superintendent:  Wendy Woodworth 
                  District Website: umoi.org 
 

 

Bend Church - United Methodist 
680 NW Bond Street, Bend OR  97703 

office.bendchurch@gmail.com 
www.bendumc.org 

Phone: (541) 382-1672 

680 NW Bond Street 
Bend, Oregon 97703 

www.bendumc.org 


