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Psalm 95: Come, let’s sing out loud to the Lord! 
Let’s raise a joyful shout to the rock of our salvation! 

  
We made it to 2021! Have you ever been this happy to see the end of a year? It 
normally takes me months to remember to write the correct date, but not this year. 
I’m going to write 2021 with relief and hope every chance I get. 
 
As we look back on the longest year in recorded history I wonder what good we can 
take from the experience of living through a global pandemic and the most bizarre 
election in recent memory? My biggest learning from 2020 is to be thankful for 
something every single day. Every year one of my first sermons usually involves  
reminding folks to keep a gratitude journal. Why?  Well, starting your morning 
thinking about what you are grateful for changes the focus of your day, and can 
re-wire your brain for gratitude.  
 
In mid-March of 2020 I started sharing that time with some of you during our 9am 
meditations with Richard Rohr. Monday - Friday we started each morning with 
naming three things for which we were grateful. What I learned is that we are all 
grateful for the same things: food on our tables, a good night of sleep, our animal 
companions, and the love of family and friends. I don’t think I realized until 2020 
how simple my needs truly are. What about you? 
 
As we move into this new year I invite you to share with us 
what you have learned about yourself and your faith 
throughout the pandemic. How have you changed? Are you 
angry with God? Is your faith stronger? Have your life goals 
shifted? Send me a short video about your faith journey and we 
will use it during worship in the months and weeks to come. I 
know one thing, I am grateful for this community, and the 
resilience and love you have shared with me. 
                                                                                    Blessings, 

Pastor Jen 
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The Heart to Heart  

Secret Pal Exchange is coming!  

Sign-ups begin in January  
 

To sign up, just email Julie.bendchurch@gmail.com with your name, mailing  
address, age (or age-range) :-)... your favorite foods, drinks, books, hobbies, color 
and anything else that makes you “you.” You will get paired up with someone from a 
different generation to give to secretly through the mail.  We will have a Secret Pal 
Reveal Party on Zoom on February 14th!  Please sign up via email by January 17th. 

 
Questions?  Email Julie at Julie.bendchurch@gmail.com . 

Children and Family Ministries 

January 2021 

Our Gift Making Workshop was a big success! 

Big thanks to Bobbie Bourne for the Amazing Cookies! 

Here are some of the crafts the kids created. 
 



3 

 

 

How may we pray for you? 
 
Prayer Chain: The Prayer Chain vol-

unteers are contacted when a 
prayer request is given. If you wish to 
be prayed for by those on the prayer 

chain, contact the Prayer Chain 
coordinator.  

email: 
prayer.bendchurch@gmail.com 

 
This ministry will hold you close in 

prayer. 

Kellie Smith 1/1 

Chris Frey 1/3 

Gabriel Gonzalez 1/5 

Laurie Rich 1/10 

Joe Gardepy 1/13 

Erma Zumwalt 1/13 

Colleen Quinn 1/14 

Larry White 1/15 

Debbi McMahon 1/16 

Sage Ford 1/18 

Larry Herrmann 1/19 

Jay McMahon 1/20 

Cameron Ficher 1/22 

Patrick McMahon 1/22 

Marjorie Smith 1/22 

Chris Zerger 1/22 

Thomas Malace 1/24 

Pam Hannon 1/25 

Rebecca Locklear 1/25 

Jody Blank 1/29 

Darcey Pederson 1/29 

Barbara Brothers 1/30 

Life Transitions for January 

Hal & Carole Siegworth 1/20 

Phil & Janet White 1/28 
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After working in the finance office for just over 22 years, it's time for me to 

retire. I will miss working with the wonderful Bend Church staff! I want to say a 

special thank you to the bosses I've had. Revs Jim & Bonnie Parr-Philipson, the 

late Rev Milo Thornberry, Rev Sue Owen, Rev Thom Larson, Rev Linda Biggs, 

Rev Kathy Boyes, Rev Dave Beckett, Rev Shimiko Montgomery and Rev Jen 

Stuart, Rev Nicole Berry - you've all been great people to work for and with! 

There are too many staff members to name over the years, but I've loved 

everyone I have worked with! I hope that if you needed something from me, that 

I've always had a smile to offer and that we figured it out together. For the 

parishioners of Bend Church, I will miss helping you when you've needed me but 

I know if given the chance, my replacement will take care of you! Finally, I want 

to thank Tina Ficher, a wonderful co-worker and friend! I'll miss sharing our 

little closet. I'm not going anywhere. Jeff, Anna and I will still be here in Bend 

and when we can get back to church face to face, I'll see you all then! Happy New 

Year and thank you for the wonderful job of being your contribution's clerk the 

past 22 years.  

Diane Cole 
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Bend Church Open Door Café / Day Center Ministry 
 
It is hard to believe that 10 months have passed since our church building closed and 
we had to shift to a brand new way of continuing this important ministry. Many of us 
thought that our building would be closed for a few months only – boy were we 
wrong. A strong cohort of volunteers stepped forward shortly after our building 
closed and have continued to volunteer all through these difficult 10 months. They 
have made it possible to keep this ministry going. We now have a well-honed 
ministry that weekly prepares and passes out a nutritious breakfast sack with a hot 
sandwich or breakfast burrito. On its busiest days, they have served upwards of 140 
people – not that far off the numbers we had when the church was open and our 
guests could come inside for breakfast.  
 
But where do we go from here? Pastor Jen gathered all volunteers interested in this 
ministry on a Zoom call in December to take a look at what our Open Door Café / 
Day Center Ministry might look like as we launch forward into 2021. What we are 
looking at is an enhanced “team” approach. Using the Health Ministry Team as an 
example, we will be characterizing ourselves as the “Open Door Café / Day Center 
Ministry Team”. We have teams of volunteers who run the mail room, load the sacks 
on Tuesdays, cook on Wednesdays, and complete with preloaded sacks for distribu-
tion. We look forward to formalizing that structure and are looking to find volunteers 
to be team leaders. 
 
With hope on the horizon now that an effective COVID vaccine has arrived, it raises 
the prospect that within the next six months we might be able to look forward to our 
church building reopening.  It will be great to also look forward to implementing this 
“team” approach as we prepare sometime in the coming year to have our guests inside 
once again. Keep an eye out to learn more about our “Open Door Café / Day Center 
Ministry Team” and for possible volunteer opportunities. 
 

Chuck Hemingway 
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Dear Church Family and Friends, 
 
As the pandemic continues, seemingly interminably, we are all weary of 
having to take extra precautions to avoid our own infection or unknowingly 
passing infection on to others.  Sadly, COVID-19 is here and we have to deal 
with it and protect one another.  With infection rates rising alarmingly, now 
is not the time to ease up on our vigilance.  To help lessen the chances of 
anyone becoming infected, the church building continues to be 
closed.  
 
We are housing Essential Services (such as Boys & Girls Club, Open Door 
Café, and Montessori School), and have covenanted with each to maintain a 
safe and sanitary environment. Because the layout of our church building is 
not spacious, and we have contractual agreements in place with these 
programs that limit interaction with others, it is necessary to follow closely 
the mandates now in place.  
 
This means not coming to the church unless you have made an appointment 
or scheduled a meeting through either Louise Lesher or Danny Lange.  The 
church office is open on Monday and Wednesday mornings only. General 
phone calls are best made during these times. The staff do have dedicated 
phone lines and messages are checked, on these lines, daily.  We realize that 
these limitations mean a bit more advance planning, but it is necessary for 
now.  Also, sanitizing, social-distancing, and mask guidelines must be 
adhered to whenever you are on church property. 
 
We look forward to the time when these restrictions can be eased and we may 
once again enjoy the freedom and blessings of coming to the church 
whenever we want. We ask that you 
respect the well-being of everyone by 
following the guidelines that have 
prayerfully been put in place. 
 
In the love of Christ,  

the Phase  Safety Committee 
of Bend Church 
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A Message from Pastor Nicole 

 

 

As I write this article I am looking out over a landscape 

that is frosty and barren. Today there are thick clouds 

and so even though it is nearing the lunch hour, I need 

my extra lamp beside me as well as a warm sweater. If 

previous years are any indication, we still have at least 

two more solid months of winter weather. As I reflect I 

am struck by the reality that we always start a new year in the middle of 

winter. I wonder about that start for those of us in the northern 

hemisphere.  

 

This morning I think that beginning the year in this winter season is a gift. 

It’s starkness in contrast to the glitz of Christmas is like starting the day with 

a simple cup of coffee and some oatmeal, instead of with a loud party. Or 

like the beginning of a powerful song with a single note, the musicians and 

the listener drawn to anticipation of the building of harmony.  We don’t 

know yet what this new year will bring. There is so much possibility. 2020 is 

a year that we will never forget, filled with challenges and heartache that 

we could have never dreamed of. The look and feel of this month may be 

simple, stripped down, and maybe that is a good thing. It is an opportunity 

to gently move forward into the unknown.  

 

As a congregation we are going to be focusing in worship on the building of 

our story together, the gospel story. With the ringing of Christmas bells still 

in our hearts we are invited to step softly into a new beginning.  

Blessings as we continue on into 2021. 

 

                                                            

                                                              Peace,              

                                                          Pastor Nicole 
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The Chimes is a monthly newsletter published for the members and friends of Bend Church.   
Send correspondence and address changes to 680 NW Bond St., Bend, Oregon 97703; or email to office.bendchurch@gmail.com (Attention: Erin)  
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