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A Message from Pastor Jen & Pastor Nicole 

Bend Church, 
 
At most good parties there is music and where there is music, people are almost 
always inspired to join together in movement. It is our guess that when Mary  
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James and the other women visited the 
tomb on the morning of Christ’s resurrection and discovered that he was indeed 
alive there were not only shouts of praise and tears of joy, but also dancing. What a 
party it must have been! Even as the future was unclear, a new dawn had indeed 
come.  
 
As Easter people, moving out of our Lenten journey, we are called to dance our 
dances of freedom for all the world to see–even and perhaps especially in times of 
great difficulty.  The Easter message is one that offers courage for new starts. With 
the lengthening of days and the arrival of Spring we sense a renewed energy and a 
call to actively share together… 
 
 Dances of hope.  
 Dances of justice.  
 Dances of love.  
 
During this season, we will be invited to dance. We will be sharing post-resurrection 
stories with one another that point to the joy of living in the beloved community and 
extending that fellowship through our witness as we dare to dance again! We are  
excited to continue on in faith together with each of you proclaiming the good news 
of the resurrection with freedom. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Jen and Pastor Nicole 
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In the last year we have discovered that there 
are “facts” that are not factual. We have held 
beliefs based on aphorisms and not shared 
experiences or expert knowledge. Based on the 

goals set by your Church Council we are taking time this year to deepen our understanding of 
issues facing our community.  Join us as we continue conversations around homelessness and 
racism as we seek to “unlearn” harmful perceptions, challenge our assumptions, and listen well. 
Together with open hearts and open minds we can work as a community to make positive 
changes in Central Oregon.  
 
April 7th - 28th (Wednesdays)  
Book study of “Caste: The Origins of our Discontent” by Isabel Wilkerson 
Join Pastor Jen and New Member and retired Teacher Jeanine Black for a 4 week study of this 
Pulitzer Prize winning book. Wednesdays April 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th at 7pm via Zoom 

"Commune: A Generous Conversation" 
Podcast  

What if, instead of leaving the worship space after 
communion, we all stayed around the table for 
conversation? All are invited to pull up a chair, 

share in sacrament, listen and engage with 
generous dialogue around topics such as, faith, 

grace, grief, and justice. 
Click on the link (on our website: bendumc.org) 

to listen today! 
Episode 1: Communion 

Episode 2: Coming SOON! 
With guest Wes Wilson. “Fear” 

UMW Update  -  Kits for Kids is coming! 
  Once again Bend Church UMW will be participating in the Kits for Kids program, 

working with churches across Central Oregon to help kids in need. Each “kit” is a large 
fabric laundry bag, filled with laundry detergent, shampoo, soap, toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, deodorant, paper products, etc. The kits are delivered to families before 
school begins in the fall so kids are all clean and ready to go for the new school year! 

 
     We are only accepting monetary donations again this year, so we can order cases of 
all these products to put the kits together. It costs $15 to put together one kit, but no 

donation is too small! Everything helps. 
 

     Please send your donation check to our UMW treasurer by June 1st: 
Janis Durham 

1188 NE 27th St, #102 
Bend, OR 97701 

 
Questions? Ask Jill Gentry, UMW President  
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Bend Church Open Door Café / Day Center Ministry 
 

Spring is such a lovely time of year!  The long, dark winter is retreating and the 
newness of spring seems to remind us that all things can be new again.  Everyone 
is especially welcoming spring this year as it brings with it the renewal of our hope 
of communing once again with one another in person, rather than relying upon 
technology such as Zoom to keep us connected.  For all the challenges that this 
pandemic has brought us, it has also presented us with an opportunity to pause 
before we return to what is familiar and “normal”.  It is allowing us the space to 
reevaluate how we interact with each other and what our new normal will look like.  
As the new Volunteer Coordinator for the Open Door ministry, I am listening to 
hear the history of this beloved ministry and listening to hear the visions of what 
the future will look like for the Open Door ministry.  I believe this spring will be a 
time of renewing the vision and planting the seeds that will produce the fruit we 
can harvest once this pandemic has passed.  May it be so! 
 
In case you are wondering how you can support this ministry, I invite you to 
consider meeting some of the ministry’s current needs. As a reminder, many items 
can be purchased at one of our local thrift stores. The clothing closet is in need of 
gently used men’s belts and men’s jeans sized 30-35 waist. The closet could also 
use men’s and women’s sweatpants, leggings, and men’s XL underwear. Even 
though the days are starting to warm up, we are still receiving requests for men’s 
knit hats as well.  Unfortunately, we are out of knit hats for men.  If you would like 
to make a donation of one or more of these items, please drop these items off 
during the designated times.  Louise can receive items at the Staats street entrance 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 9:00—Noon.  Our mailroom staff can 
receive donations at the Community Room door facing Kansas street on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from 1:00—3:00 or on Wednesday mornings 
from 7:00—10:30.   Please do not donate pillows, comforters, or stuffed animals; 
these items are not suitable for distribution. 
 
I love all of you and look forward to the day when we can all worship together 
again!   

Micheal Harris 
Volunteer Coordinator 
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 Children & Family Ministries 

Sunday School Movie Party! 

We are inviting all families to watch the movie 
Ratatouille by April 11th and we will have a 

movie discussion and trivia party during our  
Sunday School Zoom meeting on  

Sunday, April 11th at 8:45am. 

It’s available on Disney Plus and Amazon Prime 
Video…and you can probably rent it at Blockbuster.   

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Julie sends out weekly Bible Blast Sunday 
School lessons and hosts a weekly Zoom 

Hangout for kids with or without parents on 
Sunday mornings at 8:45am.  Please email her 

if you don’t get the weekly emails:  
Julie.bendchurch@gmail.com 

He is risen! 

Happy Easter! 
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How may we pray for you? 
 

Prayer Chain: The Prayer Chain 
volunteers are contacted when a 

prayer request is given. If you wish to 
be prayed for by those on the prayer 

chain, contact the 
Prayer Chain coordinator.  

email: 
prayer.bendchurch@gmail.com 

 
This ministry will hold you 

close in prayer. 

Ryan Armstrong 4/01 

Olivia Armstrong 4/02 

Vance Henry 4/03 

Bob Dixon 4/04 

Jay Henderson 4/04 

Gretchen White 4/04 

Martha Hemingway 4/06 

Anna Boyer 4/07 

Janis Durham 4/10 

Nila Lukens 4/10 

Dorothy Thomas 4/11 

Shannon Quinn 4/16 

Charlotte Hartman 4/17 

Joanne Madden 4/17 

Carol Doran 4/19 

Kim Luckman 4/19 

Helen Aldrich 4/24 

Jane MacMurray 4/25 

Jeff Cole 4/26 

Suzanne Painter 4/26 

Michelle Adams 4/28 

Pat Luce 4/28 

Marilyn Jaenicke 4/29 

Life Transitions for APRIL 

Micky Kramer 
& Judi McAlpin 

4/01 

Jody Blank & Sheila Dell 4/15 

Ecumenical Good Friday Service 
April 2nd at 7:00PM 

(On the Bend Church YouTube page) 
A collaborative service between Bend Church, Grace Lutheran, 
Nativity Lutheran, Trinity Episcopal & First Presbyterian Bend. 
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The Chimes is a monthly newsletter published for the members and friends of Bend Church.   
Send correspondence and address changes to 680 NW Bond St., Bend, Oregon 97703; or email to office.bendchurch@gmail.com 

CHURCH STAFF 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Jen Stuart 
Associate Pastor: Rev. Nicole Berry 

           
Director of Children & Family Ministries: Julie Hanney  Communications Director: Erin Buckley-Noonan 
Facilities Manager: Danny Lange Praise Band Coordinator: Julie Hanney 
Book Keeper: Kyle Steen     Chancel Choir Director: Glenda Alford                                                         
Contributions Clerk: Ace Goodman Bells of Praise Director: Shelley Giaier                      
Administrative Asst.: Louise Lesher  
Open Door Café Volunteer Coordinator: Micheal Harris   
                                                
                        
                
Bishop of the Oregon-Idaho Conference: Elaine Stanovsky        District Superintendent:  Wendy Woodworth 
                  District Website: umoi.org 
 

 

Bend Church - United Methodist 
680 NW Bond Street, Bend OR  97703 

office.bendchurch@gmail.com 
www.bendumc.org 

Phone: (541) 382-1672 

680 NW Bond Street 
Bend, Oregon 97703 

www.bendumc.org 


