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“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in faith so that you 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”                             

Romans 15:13 

  
One of the most important functions of a congregation is to multiply its ministries so that we 
can make disciples of Jesus for the transformation of the world.  When I say multiply I do not 
mean multiply programs, but to multiply the love and connection we feel when the church 
does its work well. Our job is not to control outcomes, but to create an environment of 
release, where we encourage and enable new voices and ideas to rise up and lead. In this way 
we avoid burn out and we share our experience with those who’ve not previously been in 
leadership positions. If you’ve ever had a good mentor then you know the value of investing 
in another person. I would not be the person I am without the cloud of witnesses who 
invested their time and talent in me. 
  
The enemy of multiplying our ministries is anxiety and fear of change.  Anxiety would have us 
hunker down, believe the lie of scarcity, and only care for ourselves. Fear paralyzes, and caus-
es a people to look fondly at the past instead of boldly making space for new ways of being. 
  
While this pandemic creates daily anguish in each of us, we are also becoming aware of how 
adaptable we are to our changing circumstances. In this Chimes you will hear about the 
adaptions our Open Door Ministries have made to welcome The Boys and Girls Club to our 
building, and other updates and changes that we hope will help further our mission. Your 
staff has adapted in ways we never dreamed of just 7 short (long) months ago.  I continue to 
be thankful for their leadership and flexibility in these anxious days. But the staff could not 
do this work without a congregation that is willing and able to have fruitful, grace-filled 
conversations about all these changes. 
  
Thanks to all of you who’ve engaged with me and other church council members about the 
ideas and dreams you have for this body of Christ. We are a faith community actually willing 
to rely on our faith and try new things! Some ideas will fail and we will have learned 
something from that failure. Some ideas will succeed and we will all be better for it. Either 
way, my prayer is that we will continue to listen to one another’s dreams and concerns as we 
move into fall and winter. 
  
Many Blessings, 
Pastor Jen 
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Children and Family  

              Ministries  
October 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get ready for an online  
Halloween Costume and  

Pumpkin Contest! 
 

Watch your emails for details about how to 

enter the contests with pictures and/or videos!  
We will have online voting and the winners will 

get awesome prizes!  :-) 
 

If you don’t get regular emails from 

Julie, please email me and let me know!  
I would love to add you to the list:  

Julie.bendchurch@gmail.com 
 

 

Our New Sunday 

School Curriculum  

is Here! 

Here is some information about it: 
“Honor the spiritual life of  

children—their natural sense of 
awe, wonder, imagination, and  
curiosity—and help shape their 
growing faith. Parents will guide 

children through engaging  
experiences, spiritual practices, 
and opportunities for reflection, 
giving them a safe space to ask 
big questions and helping them 
claim their spiritual identity as  

children of God.” 

 

CELEBRATE WONDER 
 

I will email out weekly short videos 
& family lesson guides with how to  

approach the lessons with 
wonder, curiosity and fun for all 
ages. Please contact Julie if you 
would  like to receive the Sunday 

School emails.   
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Life Transitions for OCTOBER 

Clara Gardepy 10/02 

M.L. Jennings 10/02 

Natalie Ulum 10/04 

Paul Engstrom 10/07 

Larry Smith 10/07 

Dave Beckett 10/08 

Alana Lukens 10/09 

Virgil Wilson 10/09 

Jere Henderson 10/10 

Adam Engstrom 10/13 

Grace Bengtson 10/14 

Scout Gesuale 10/15 

Lilli Malace 10/15 

Bob Browne 10/17 

Ella McMullin 10/18 

Robert Byrd 10/19 

Pamela Smith 10/20 

Shirley Worthen 10/22 

Romaine Bailes 10/23 

Liam Schmitt 10/25 

Gloria Coduti 10/26 

Kevin Godard 10/26 

Derwyn Hanney 10/27 

Annis Henson 10/27 

Chuck Hemingway 10/28 

Jack Malace 10/30 

Kathy Henderson 10/31 

Janet Tracy 10/31 

How may we pray for you? 
 
Prayer Chain: The Prayer  Chain 

volunteers are contacted when a 
prayer request is given. If you wish to 
be prayed for by those on the prayer 

chain, contact the Prayer Chain 
coordinator.  

email: 
prayer.bendchurch@gmail.com 

 
This ministry will hold you close in 

prayer. 
 

Join us on Facebook 
(Friends of Bend Church) 

at 10am on Sundays for a live 
prayer and communion. 

Jack & Donna Sikonia 10/05 

Diane & Jeff Henry 10/13 

Barbara Brothers & Cathy Renner 10/17 

Robert & Penny Byrd 10/28 
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Phase 3 Opening Committee—UPDATE 

 
Many discussions and weekly meetings have us well on our way to tackling the 
safety rubric given to us by the Bishop and District Superintendent. We have 
scratched the surface and are working hard to keep everyone safe during this 
pandemic. 

 
The current decision listed below has been made with much discussion and honest 
review: 
 
Due to the configuration of our space and size of our congregation, we have 
decided not to open for Sunday morning in-person worship services during Phase 3. 
 
Our next phase of discussions will center around the spaces we are able to use safely 
and the protocols that will need to be put into place for small group meetings. 

Message from your 
Health Committee 

 
If you haven't yet gotten your flu 

shot, and are debating if you will do 
so, please do not delay any 

longer. This is not the year to skip 
it. Flu on top of COVID makes 

for bad news. 
Several clinics are making 

drive up appointments.  Or go to 
your Pharmacy.  Make sure to get 

your flu shot! 

After 22 years the incredible Diane Cole will be 
retiring from her role as Contributions 

Secretary. We are sad she will no longer be on 
staff, but thankful for her time with us. If you 

would like to express your appreciation for her 
long commitment to Bend Church, please 

send cards to the office. 
A celebration of her time on staff is in the works!  
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Open Door Café/Day Center 
 

Our Open Door Café/Day Center ministry continues to proceed apace with great help from a 

committed team of volunteers. For two weeks earlier in September we were thankful to have a 

husband/wife team from Phoenix, AZ, Lisa and Brian Vandenburgh, who helped with meal 

preparation, the clothing room and mail.  For the last several days in Bend they had to 

contend with the hazardous air from the Oregon fires and their planned trip to Crater Lake on 

their way back home had to be cancelled. We are grateful that word of our work has gotten 

out to such an extent that folks on vacation would come in to help! 

One wrinkle that we’ve dealt with has been the start of The Boys & Girls Club program for 

kindergartners and first graders that is taking up much of the church building for the school 

year. It is an important program that we are committed to helping in this pandemic year. The 

Boys and Girls Club of Bend supports schooling for low income families who need to work 

and typically cannot afford child care.  Thanks to the work of Danny Lange, we were able to 

configure partitions so that the area of the fellowship hall next to the kitchen could be 

cordoned off, giving us space for the tables we need to set up the breakfast sacks so they can 

be filled, while the Boys and Girls Club program have access to the rest of the Fellowship Hall 

for school. 

We have also adjusted our mail ministry so that the children will not be impacted. This 

important ministry has grown to the point where almost 170 people with no fixed address 

pick up their mail at our church! Again, Danny Lange came to the rescue and acquired two 

rolling shelf units on which we can place the mail containers allowing us flexibility in where 

we distribute the mail. The mail operation is now in the Community Room. We needed a 

locked room to keep the mail safe and secure and again, it was Danny to the rescue. Instead 

of having to come up with keys to the door lock for all the volunteers who help with mail, 

Danny installed a password lock that keeps the number of keys from proliferating. Now we 

simply unlock the closet door, roll out the shelves and have them handy for being able to pass 

out mail, then roll them back inside once the mail room closes. 

Finally, we’ve made a menu change to the breakfast sacks. Instead of breakfast sandwiches, 

volunteers Jim St. John and John Szabo, who cook, suggested we give breakfast burritos a 

try.  Boy have those been a hit! Due to the smoke emergency that began on September 12th, 

Bend Church served as an emergency shelter for those on the streets on September 12th & 

13th with the program moving to First Presbyterian on September 14th, where it operated 

until the morning of September 17th.  Funnily enough, it seemed as if almost all of those who 

were at First Presbyterian made it back across town that Wednesday morning to get a 

breakfast burrito. So for the immediate future, we’ll keep with the breakfast burritos! 

Chuck Hemingway 

Open Door Café / Day Center Coordinator 



6 

 

 

Thursday 50/50 Group to Study Gospel of Mark 

Most Christians are familiar with the story told in 

Mark's gospel, from the fishermen leaving their 

nets, to the miracle of the loaves and fishes, to the 

political rumblings and the crucifixion. But no one 

knows who Mark really was or why this gospel was 

written or why it's charged with such a sense of 

immediacy. 

 

For noted Jesus scholar Marcus Borg, reading 

Mark is like meeting Jesus again for the first time. 

Individual readers and parish study groups will 

learn about this earliest gospel from the 

perspective of an important Anglican theologian.  

Starting Thursday, Oct. 1 Pastor Dave and others will lead a study using Dr. Borg's 

book, "The Gospel of Mark, Conversations with Scripture."  This will be a Zoom class 

every Thursday from 7-8.  Contact Dave at dgbeckett@gmail.com or the office to get 

the link.  You can buy the book at your local bookstore or online.  

UMW Holiday Bazaar 

The Virtual Bazaar is coming...a virtual reality! 

Craft items and gently used household items, and prices, will be 

posted on a special Facebook group called 

BEND UMW HOLIDAY BAZAAR 

from November 7 to 13. 

Each posting will advise you who to email to make a purchase 

during that week. If you don’t have a Facebook 

account, email Jill Gentry (mmegentry@gmail.com) for a listing 

of items on sale. Then, on Saturday, November 14 (12 to 3pm) 

you can pick up and pay for your purchases, curbside, in the 

church parking lot. Payment options are cash, check (made 

payable to Bend UMW), or credit/debit card. You can invite 

family and friends to shop as well. If they live out of the area, it 

is up to you to pick up their items! 

mailto:dgbeckett@gmail.com
mailto:mmegentry@gmail.com
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I recently had a colleague read a beautiful prayer, attributed to 
Oscar Romero, as a reminder that in each of our lives and in the 
lives of our churches, we are but a small part of the greater dream 
of God. In some ways this can feel frustrating, particularly as we 
see the needs of the people in this challenging time. But, in this 
acknowledgement there is also great freedom. As Christians we 
believe that the Divine is ultimately the initiator and sustainer of 
the work of the Spirit. For so much of our life, our productivity or 
our usefulness is what gives us value. Resting in the knowledge 
that we are but a part of the greater picture, reminds us that we 

can only do what we have the capacity to do each day. We must rely on God to continue after 
we are done. It is both a call to act in all the good ways that we can with our limited time, as 
well as a reminder that the vision of the kin-dom is a long one that we will not see to fruition. 
I felt as I heard this prayer that it was particularly helpful in this time as we navigate the 
complexities of devastation and hope in 2020.  
 
A Step Along the Way 

It helps, now and then, to step back and take a long view. 
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, it is even beyond our vision. 
We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction 
of the magnificent enterprise that is God's work. 
Nothing we do is complete, 
which is a way of saying that the Kingdom always lies beyond us. 
No statement says all that could be said. 
No prayer fully expresses our faith. 
No confession brings perfection. No pastoral visit brings wholeness. 
No program accomplishes the Church's mission. 
No set of goals and objectives includes everything. 
This is what we are about. We plant the seeds that one day will grow. 
We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future promise. 
We lay foundations that will need further development. 
We provide yeast that produces far beyond our capabilities. 
We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that. 
This enables us to do something, and to do it very well. 
 It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way, 
an opportunity for the Lord's grace to enter and do the rest. 
We may never see the end results, but that is the difference 
 between the master builder and the worker. 
We are workers, not master builders; ministers, not messiahs. 
We are prophets of a future not our own. Amen 

Bishop Ken Untener, The Romero Prayer (1979)                                              
 
 

 
This month, may we rest in the knowledge of God’s continued work  
both before us and after us.  

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Nicole 

Care & Discipleship Ministry 
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The Chimes is a monthly newsletter published for the members and friends of Bend Church.   
Send correspondence and address changes to 680 NW Bond St., Bend, Oregon 97703; or email to office.bendchurch@gmail.com (Attention: Erin)  

680 NW Bond 
Street 
Bend, Oregon 
97703 
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Bend Church United Methodist 

680 NW Bond Street, Bend OR  97703 
office.bendchurch@gmail.com 

www.bendumc.org 
Phone: (541) 382-1672 
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