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I Believe Even When 
  
Last night I was able to help at the cold weather shelter that First Presbyterian 
opened to make sure that nobody else in Central Oregon dies from exposure this 
year. I’ve done the overnight shift many times over the years at shelters in Texas and 
Washington and have always enjoyed the quiet, knowing that I am doing my small 
part in helping others stay warm and dry. Lest you think I need kudos, I also chose 
to help because I knew I would have the least exposure to others during my late 
night shift. 
  
As I was settling in, one of the guests asked me what my favorite biblical verses were, 
and before I could answer he quoted 1 Corinthians 13:12-13, “For now we see only a 
reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I 
shall know fully, even as I am fully known. And now these three remain: faith, hope 
and love. But the greatest of these is love.” Those words carried me through the 
night. 
  
Our worship series this Advent is entitled “I Believe Even When…” taken from the 
fragments of a poem found scrawled on the walls of the Cologne Cathedral after 
WWII.  They are believed to have been written by a Jewish child who was sheltering 
there. 

I believe in the sun 
even when it is not shining 

I believe in love 
even when there’s no one there 

I believe in God 
even when he is silent 

It has been a difficult year for the entire world, but it has also been a year filled with 
faith, hope, and love as we’ve continued to minister to one another in the midst of 
the pandemic. I’m so darn proud of all of you for the ways you’ve loved one 
another.  May we never forget what can happen when evil is allowed to go unchecked 
and may we always use our music, our art, our poetry, even our simple acts of 
kindness, as inspiration to create goodness, not evil, in this world. 
  
This Advent season, allow yourself to be nurtured by the prophetic words of Isaiah, 
and the deep beauty and poetry of the Gospels as we look towards a new year with 
hope for a vaccine, faith that we can do hard things, and love, always love. 
  
  

Pastor Jen 
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How may we pray for you? 
 
Prayer Chain: The Prayer Chain vol-

unteers are contacted when a 
prayer request is given. If you wish to 
be prayed for by those on the prayer 

chain, contact the Prayer Chain 
coordinator.  

email: 
prayer.bendchurch@gmail.com 

 
This ministry will hold you close in 

prayer. 

Amy Wheeler 12/02 

Sherry Bish 12/03 

Brennan Noonan 12/04 

Sandy Clausen 12/05 

RandiSue Potter 12/06 

Dalen Buckley-Noonan 12/07 

Diane Henry 12/07 

Marcia Huntley 12/07 

George Hartman 12/09 

Linda Shortreed 12/11 

Jim Ruddell 12/12 

Kim Beckett 12/13 

Dick Frey 12/13 

Sue Sears 12/14 

Penny Byrd 12/15 

Hazel King 12/15 

Sue Ludemann 12/16 

Peggy Dixon 12/17 

Phil White 12/17 

Sarah Gardepy 12/18 

Wendi Kali 12/18 

Keith Wetzel 12/20 

Mary Radford 12/23 

Jen Stuart 12/24 

Al Huntley 12/25 

Elena Smith 12/27 

Pat Willford 12/28 

Tina Ficher 12/29 

Robert Madden 12/30 

Terry Leggert 12/31 

Gerry & Clairece 
Brickell 

12/05 

Tom & Nancy 
Ream 

12/21 

Frank & Lorraine 
Zachary 

12/28 

Paul & Billie 
Shannon 

12/29 

Mike & Ann 
White 

12/29 

Bill & Wilma 
Keller 

12/30 

Sue Owen 
& Jim Monroe 

12/31 

Life Transitions for 
DECEMBER 
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Merry Christmas! 
 

       New Info About Children’s Gift-Making Kits: 
Each year for many years we have had a gift-making 
workshop at the church for kids. We make crafty gifts, 
watch a movie and eat cookies.  It’s so fun… and while we 
can’t do that this year, we still hope to give out craft kits 
to our kids that they can take home in December.  The new 
plan is that we are going to wait to hear from the Governor 
before we set a a date to pick up the kits.  We need to get 
these Covid-19 numbers down before we do any extra 

interaction, even picking up craft kits. Please email me if you would like a craft kit for 
your child and watch your emails for more info about when they will be available.  :-) 
If you have children in your life and don’t get weekly emails from me, please let me 
know and I will happily add you to the list: julie.bendchurch@gmail.com. 
 
 SUNDAY FUNDAY ZOOM HANGOUTS.  :-)  Each Sunday kids gather on Zoom 

(with or without their parents), and we chat, laugh, dance, share, pray, look at our 
animals, tell jokes and connect.  It’s a ton of fun and it would be great if even more 
families want to join in!  Just check my weekly emails for Zoom invite info.    

 Our Family Sunday School lessons continue!  This is a great chance to do art, read  
scripture, play games and pray as a family. We are using a new curriculum called  
Wonder and it allows us all a chance to wonder about the lessons we are learning. I  
email these lessons and videos weekly. 

 Family Christmas Eve!  :-)   Our online Christmas Eve service will include several kids 
and families!  Our hearts will be connected even if we aren’t in the same physical 
space.  This will be a service for all ages, so get your candles ready and we will sing 
Silent Night together.  :-) 

Children and Family Ministries 
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Bend Church Open Door Café / Day Center Ministry 
 
As the Christmas season approaches and the year closes out, I wanted to share 
some memories that highlight the significance of the Bend Church Open Door 
Café/Day Center Ministry. 
 
• When the church closed in mid-March we weren’t sure if we could keep the 

breakfast ministry going.  The first Wednesday we gave out 150 sausage biscuits 
from McDonald’s. Our volunteers quickly agreed: “We can make our own 
sausage and egg sandwiches.”  That led to not just sausage and egg sandwiches, 
but sacks filled with fruit, juice, a protein bar and more. The distribution of 
those bags has continued to present. 

 
• Every week a team of dedicated volunteers gather together on Tuesdays to put 

together the sacks and then another team cooks the hot meal portion and 
distributes the sacks on Wednesday morning. 

  
• There was a shortage of hospital masks for our volunteers and our guests. 

Generous people donated homemade masks so everyone involved in the Open 
Door Café could be protected. 

 
• Abigail Hostetler, 84 years old, walks to Bend Church every Wednesday 

morning pulling her small cart of clothing to donate, so she can be one of the 
first on hand for our Wednesday morning breakfast ministry. Abigail’s 
steadfastness, is a fitting metaphor for the commitment all our volunteers who 
have kept this ministry going during these hardest of times.  

 
• The woman who walked the 4 miles into town from her camp. She arrived 

after closing but we were able to feed her and give her extra meals that she 
carried back to those in her camp who were hungry. 

 
The community observes what our volunteers do selflessly each week. 
Volunteerism does not go unnoticed by the larger community, even down to the 
smallest and most innocent among us.  
 
• Juniper, the five-year-old Montessori student who 

made peanut butter and jelly sandwiches for the 
people who come to the Open Door Café. (Seen here 
delivering the sandwiches with her classmate, 
Ward.) 

  
 
 
 
In these stressful holiday times, no matter your age or circumstances, we must 
always be mindful that Christ’s goodness abounds. 

Chuck Hemingway 
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Your Phase Safety Committee continues 

to meet weekly and prepare protocols 

for safe building usage during this 

pandemic period. The church is cur-

rently in Phase 2 (as described by the 

Greater NW Area District) and will not 

be allowed to move on to Phase 3 (with 

more relaxed protocols) for quite a 

while. The Montessori preschool, Boys 

& Girls Jr. Club, and the Open Door 

Café Ministries are all functioning in 

the building as Essential Services in the 

community. The support groups that formerly met in the Community Room 

have been invited to begin the process of meeting in groups of ten in the gym. 

The beginning of December finds us back in a quarantine mode to help bring 

down the cases of COVID-19. We pray that you are continuing to connect with 

family, friends, and fellow congregants in a safe and healthy manner. Together 

we can and will reimagine life and our connections. The building may be closed 

but our church continues to flourish!  
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It is hard during this time to know all the ways in which each of you 
is connected to Bend Church. We used to catch up quickly over a 
cup of coffee in the gym or chat in the narthex between services. I 
miss that time more and more as the months go by. I am so grateful 
for the ways in which all of us have been flexible and innovative 
even while recognizing that it is not the same as being physically in 
the same spaces. Ongoing communication is vital as we move 
along together.  
 
As your council and staff dream and set goals for the upcoming 
new year, we would like to hear some of your ideas. What has been 

stirring in your Spirit about the ways in which we can creatively connect and support one 
another in this new year?  
 
Attached to this chimes you will find a very short survey. (We also sent it out in email form 
at the end of November.) If you haven’t yet, please fill it out. The leadership will review the 
results and use the information to help plan. If you cannot or do not use the internet feel 
free to send them via mail or call the office and verbally leave your responses on my 
voicemail. Here are the opportunities we currently have for involvement with the church:   

Ongoing Online Opportunities 

• Covenant Groups 

• UMW Circles (meeting online) 
• Pastor Dave’s Bible Study 

• Pastor Jen’s Tea Time 

• Grief Group  
• Weekly Worship Services 

• Kids Zoom Meet up 

• Kids Story Time (Friends of Bend 
Church Facebook) 

• Kids Sunday School (Vimeo) 
• Weekly Zoom Coffee hour, Prayer and 

Communion 

• Music Ministry Teams: Handbells, 
Choir/Worship Teams, Women’s 
Circles. Health Ministry 

 
In person Opportunities**: 
• Open Door Volunteering 

•  
Ongoing Paper/Phone: 

• Chimes 

• Pen Pals Ministry (UMW) 
• Health Ministry/Care Ministry/Safety 

Team Phone calls 
 
One Time Events: 
• Annual Poinsettia Delivery  
• Christmas Show (online) 

**Following strict COVID-19 safety protocols for essential services  
 
 
I hope to hear from many of you. I can’t say often enough 

what a joy it is to be present with this community. I am so proud of 
the many ways we are continuing on in faith, making disciples for 
the transformation of the world.  

 

                                       Pastor Nicole 
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The Chimes is a monthly newsletter published for the members and friends of Bend Church.   
Send correspondence and address changes to 680 NW Bond St., Bend, Oregon 97703; or email to office.bendchurch@gmail.com (Attention: Erin)  

CHURCH STAFF 

Senior Pastor: Jen Stuart - jen.bendchurch@gmail.com         Early Service Music Coordinator:  
Associate Pastor:   Julie Hanney - julie.bendchurch@gmail.com 

      Nicole Berry- nicole.bendchurch@gmail.com         Chancel Choir Director:  
Communications Director:               Glenda Alford - musictg@bendbroadband.com 
     Erin Buckley-Noonan - erin.bendchurch@gmail.com              Bells of Praise:  
Director of Children & Family Ministries:                                                Shelley Giaier - michelegiaier777@gmail.com 
     Julie Hanney - julie.bendchurch@gmail.com          Book Keeper:  
Custodian / Building Administrator:    Kyle Steen -  
     Danny Lange - danny.bendchurch@gmail.com         Contributions Clerk / Admin Asst. 
Day Center / Open Door Café Coordinator:                     Louise Lesher - finance.bendchurch@gmail.com 

      Chuck Hemingway - opendoor.bendchurch@gmail.com                                           office.bendchurch@gmail.com 

                        
                
 

Bishop of the Oregon-Idaho Conference: Elaine Stanovsky         District Superintendent:  Wendy Woodworth 
                email: wendy@umoi.org  / District Website: umoi.org 
 

 
Bend Church - United Methodist 

680 NW Bond Street, Bend OR  97703 
office.bendchurch@gmail.com 

www.bendumc.org 
Phone: (541) 382-1672 

Fax: (541) 388-4491 

680 NW Bond Street 
Bend, Oregon 97703 

www.bendumc.org 


