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Reimaging Church Building Space 
Therefore, get rid of all ill will and all deceit, pretense, envy, and slander. Instead, like a newborn 
baby, desire the pure milk of the Word. Nourished by it, you will grow into salvation, since you 
have tasted that the Lord is good. Now you are coming to him as to a living stone. Even though this 
stone was rejected by humans, from God’s perspective it is chosen, valuable. You yourselves are 
being built like living stones into a spiritual temple. You are being made into a holy priesthood to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. - 1 Peter 2:1-5 
 
As we move through these strange months I am continually amazed by the ingenuity and imagination 
of this church staff and congregation. In the midst of the anxiousness the pandemic has aroused, I am 
finding humor, patience, and a willingness to sacrifice, instead of blaming and vitriol. Thank you for 
living into your call to love one another. We are indeed learning that the building is not the church. 
WE are the church. WE are the living stones that are chosen and valuable, marked by God’s love.   
 
That being said, God has gifted us a beautiful building in the heart of downtown Bend. And, as 
stewards of this building, Covid-19 has given us the opportunity to pause and reflect on the best uses 
of this building. How might we reimagine and strengthen the ministries that we love?  Could we 
partner better with other organizations that share our values? What are the core values of this 
particular congregation?  
 
This is the time for us to take a deep breath and explore where we are, and where we want to go when 
the pandemic has ended. So, here are some of the “what if’s” we’ve been pondering… 
 
What if? 

 We moved our 12 Step Groups into the gym (and out of the community room) to allow more space 
for social distancing and growth of those groups? 

 We expanded the days or hours that we allowed folks to take a shower downstairs or shop in our 
free clothing boutique? 

 The current community room turns into a room for other social services? 

 We made space for affordable childcare partners in our building?  
We have learned that there is a childcare crisis in Bend.  There are openings for only one in 
three children under the age of five in registered child care centers and in-home providers. 

 Our Fellowship Hall became an indoor play-space for our children in the winter months?  

 We built a beautiful accessible playground for children in our lower 
unpaved parking area? 

 
These are the ideas we have been dreaming of. What about you? Join us in 
dreaming new dreams for the growth and betterment of this community. 
 
Many blessings, 
Pastor Jen 
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Phase 3 & 4 Opening Committee 
is Now at Work 

 
This Phase Safety group is led by our 

Safety Team Coordinator Bobbie Bourne, 
with Erin Buckley-Noonan, Danny Lange, 
Mike White, Pat Luce, Larry Herrmann, 

Wes Wilson, Skipper Lay, 
Mick Sears, Jane McEldowney, and 

Gary Conaway assisting. 
 

This group have agreed to take on the logistics 
involved with opening our building up again. 

Currently no church buildings have been given the 
green light to move on to the next phase, but we 

are confident that this team of people will help us 
chart a safe course when that time finally arrives. 

Please give them an online thank you the next 
time you “see” any of these church members.  

“Peace be with you!” 
“And also with you!” 

 
We would LOVE to see different faces 

greeting us during the Passing of the Peace. 
Record yourself saying those statements and send 
the recordings to office.bendchurch@gmail.com. 

(Horizontal recordings are always best) 
Thank you!! 
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Life Transitions for SEPTEMBER 

Judy Wilson 09/01 

Ron Giaier 09/02 

Billie Shannon 09/02 

Frank Zachary 09/02 

Terry Mero 09/04 

Susie Browne 09/05 

Anne Kirk 09/05 

Erin Henderson 09/06 

Margaret Tucker 09/08 

Skipper Lay 09/09 

Nate Bengtson 09/10 

Julie Kealey 09/10 

Bill Keller 09/10 

Don Bailes 09/11 

Garrett McMahon 09/11 

Trili Nyquist 09/12 

Samuel Henderson 09/17 

S. Troy McMullin 09/20 

Patricia Smith 09/21 

Gretchen White 09/22 

Judy Parsons 09/23 

Carol Ann Munson 09/27 

Bruce Reynolds 09/28 

Steven Smith 09/29 

Natalie Williams 09/29 

Lucy Adams 09/30 

Bill Rich 09/30 

Noah Woodford 09/30 

How may we pray for you? 
 
Prayer Chain: The Prayer  Chain 

volunteers are contacted when a 
prayer request is given. If you wish to 
be prayed for by those on the prayer 

chain, contact the Prayer Chain 
coordinator.  

email: 
prayer.bendchurch@gmail.com 

 
This ministry will hold you close in 

prayer. 
 

Join us on Facebook 
(Friends of Bend Church) 

at 10am on Sundays for a live 
prayer and communion. 

Virgil & Judy Wilson 09/04 

Phil & Anne Kirk 09/12 

Linda & Emmett Shortreed 09/14 

Clair & Sharon Kunkel 09/16 

Julie & S. Troy McMullin 09/26 
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  Sunday Morning Zoom Time! 
 

Each Sunday we invite kids and their parents to hop on Zoom 
for a quick chance to check-in, say hi and more.  We have 

plans for dance parties, games and…?!?!  :-)   
So hop on Zoom at 9am!  It’s a fun time and usually a little 

chaotic, but that’s totally okay!  :-)  Julie emails out the Zoom 
link each week, so please email her if you don’t have it! 

Julie.bendchurch@gmail.com 

Children and Family 
Ministries  

Sept. 2020 

“Back to School” looks different this 
year… and we all have a lot of  

emotions about that. The church will 
be mailing “Covid Journals” to our 
Bend Church families. This journal 

was created for kids by a UMC 
clergy person and we hope you find 
it helpful in dealing with the many 

emotions your kids have at this time.    

Sunday School continues to change 
as we experience this time together. 

Here is what we are doing now: Each 
Sunday there is a new Whirl cartoon 

video on VIMEO for families to watch 
together, and Julie emails out a family 
lesson plan.  This lesson plan includes 
conversation starters, ways to engage 
with the video, scripture, questions to 

engage with the scripture, 
activity and art ideas to bring the 

lesson to life. 
 

If you aren’t getting weekly emails with 
the Sunday School video and lesson 

plan, please contact Julie:  
Julie.bendchurch@gmail.com 
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Finance  

update 
 
 

Your finance team wants to thank you for your faithful giving to Bend Church. 
Although we are down by $75,000 out of an approximately $500,000 budget, 
your pledged giving has continued at an almost 100% rate.  
 
We are incredibly thankful to be able to keep all our staff on as we move 
through these difficult financial times. However, due to Covid-19, we are no 
longer receiving the regular plate giving or rental income which has resulted in 
the above mentioned shortfall.  We have savings to get us through the rest of 
the year, but we will have to consider staff cuts, or dipping into money that was 
to be used for building maintenance in 2021. Whatever is decided, know that 
your Church Council and Finance Teams are doing all they can to cut costs 
while still doing the work of the church. 
 
The Open Door Ministries budget continues to flourish under the wise 
shepherding of Chuck Hemingway. We have received $10,000 in grants from 
United Way in 2020 to continue feeding and caring for our most vulnerable 
neighbors. We also receive about $350 a month from Central Oregon’s 
Council on Aging, and of course, individual donations from the community.  
 
The Lisa Radford Compassionate Care Fund is also flush from your donations. 
This fund continues to provide help with gas vouchers, DMV assistance, 
overnight assistance, and odds and ends that are needed by our community.  
 
You can give online with our myEoffering, mail in your check to the church or 
contact your bank or credit union and tell them you'd like Bill Pay, where they 
will send a check directly to the church monthly from you. 
 
We hope you are all staying healthy and mentally well. 
Reach out to us if you need help financially or otherwise. 
We are all in this together! 
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Every year in the autumn UMW hosts a Holiday Bazaar to raise funds for many of the 
programs we support. The Bakery at the bazaar has always been very successful. Last year 

we even made 52 apple crumb pies, which all sold!! This year UMW had to get creative 
with fundraising. We decided to coordinate with the Willamette Pie Company in 

Salem. We will be offering for sale their delicious fruit pies, artisan pies, pumpkin chiffon 
pie and individual quick-frozen fruit.  

The sale will run September 8th - September 24th.   
The pies will be available for pick-up in the church parking lot on October 15th.  

(Time to be announced later) 
 

Please contact: Pamela Smith/phone-text (541-771-3146)  stevenandpamela@gmail.com 
                        Ann White/phone (541-633-7862) maxbeardie@aol.com 

 
We hope you will generously support UMW fundraising! 

 

Pie information ------> 

What’s New with UMW? 

Our UMW members really pulled together in June and July to donate for the annual 

“Kits For Kids” drive. Churches and nonprofits across Central Oregon work together 

to collect back-to-school toiletry items for children in need. The team at First 

Presbyterian Church spearheads the project as we all collect funds, purchase the 

items, and drop them off at the collection point. Then, teams of volunteers tape the 

lids of liquid items like dish soap, shampoo, and laundry detergent, before packing 

them with the other items into large cloth laundry bags, all home sewn by local 

churches. The kits are delivered to the Family Advocates Network (FAN) at local 

schools for distribution. It is rather like a military deployment, completed almost 

exclusively by ladies who are 60+. A true example of what the “Boomer” generation 

can still accomplish! “Thank you” to everyone who donated, shopped for, dropped off, 

transported, or packed up the products for delivery— all with masks and social 

distance! Bend United Methodist Women donated 58 complete kits, comprised of 

1,044 toiletry items. The total combined Central Oregon goal of 1,000 kits was met 

this year. Not bad for a pandemic! 

 

Our Virtual Holiday Bazaar is in the planning phase. Our online holiday bazaar sales 

will run from November 7 to 13, with curbside pickup of the items purchased on 

November 14 and 15. More details will be available in October. 

 

If you make craft items and wish to donate any to the bazaar, we need them by 

Oct 1 so they can be photographed and inventoried for the virtual bazaar.  

Contact Jill Gentry to arrange pick up.  
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UMW Pie Sale Fundraiser! 

Fruit Pies - $20 
Specialty Cream Pie - $20 

Artisan Pies - $20 
Frozen Fruit - $10 

Mini Pies (by the case) $30 

Contact Ann White or Pamela Smith to order your pie today!!! 
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The Chimes is a monthly newsletter published for the members and friends of Bend Church.   
Send correspondence and address changes to 680 NW Bond St., Bend, Oregon 97703; or email to office.bendchurch@gmail.com (Attention: Erin)  

680 NW Bond Street 
Bend, Oregon 97703 

 www.bendumc.org 
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Associate Pastor:   Julie Hanney - julie.bendchurch@gmail.com 
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     Erin Buckley-Noonan - office.bendchurch@gmail.com              Bells of Praise:  
Director of Children & Family Ministries:                                                Shelley Giaier - michelegiaier777@gmail.com 
     Julie Hanney - julie.bendchurch@gmail.com          Book Keeper:  
Day Center / Open Door Café Coordinator:    Tina Ficher - tina.bendchurch@gmail.com 
     Chuck Hemingway - hemingwaych@bendnet.com         Contributions Clerk:  
                   Diane Cole - finance.bendchurch@gmail.com 
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