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The Spiritual Work of Resisting Racism 

1 Corinthians 12:12-26 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members 
of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one 
Spirit. 

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say, “Because I am 
not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if 
the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it 
any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole 
body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the 
members in the body, each one of them, as he chose.  If all were a single member, where would the 
body be?  As it is, there are many members, yet one body.  The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have 
no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.”  On the contrary, the 
members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable,  and those members of the body 
that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are 
treated with greater respect;  whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has 
so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, that there may be no 
dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another.  If one 
member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 

Some Definitions 

Prejudice: Prejudging or making a decision about a person or group of people without sufficient 
knowledge. Prejudicial thinking is frequently based on stereotypes. 

Power + Prejudice =Racism: Racism describes the result of prejudicial attitudes combined with the 
power to dominate and control the systems and institutions capable of carrying out discriminatory 
practices. In other words, racism results from access to the power to enforce prejudice so as to 
advantage one racial group over others. 

White Privilege: The term for the way people and social institutions grant social privileges that 
benefit white people beyond what is commonly experienced by people of color under the same social, 
political, or economic circumstances. White privilege is not something that white people necessarily 
do, create, or enjoy on purpose. It refers more to the phenomenon that social systems award 
preference based on the presumptions of white as a norm. 

************************************************************************************* 

Continued on pages 2 and 3 
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Bend Church, 

I must confess that I thought I knew all I needed to know about racism. I grew up with black and 
brown friends in a diverse city. I still have black and brown friends and listen to black music almost 
every day. I speak up about racism every once in a while, so clearly and obviously, I am not a racist.  
And yet, we are living through a time in history when our black and brown friends are begging us to 
believe that they are not treated fairly by the justice system, that their encounters with the police do 
not resemble ours, and that they fear for their children on a daily basis in the land of the free and the 
home of the brave.  I have seen the videos (so many videos), I have heard their cries (so many cries), 
what can I do? 

There are two ideas I’d like to share with you today about how we the church, collectively, might 
work to be better allies to our friends and members of color. 

First, let us recognize that racism is systemic. Racism is not only when people say or do things that 
we recognize as racist. Racism is deeply embedded in our church and in our culture, and the white 
majority benefits from the system whether we want to or not. For example: whenever someone 
brings up “the race card” they are never talking about white people or the white race. In our culture 
we take for granted that whiteness is the norm or the standard, unless we are talking about someone 
else’s race. In that case we are talking about a deviation from the “norm” of whiteness. Regardless of 
the fact that I have worked very hard to get where I am in my career in a culture that does not always 
value a woman’s opinion, I have benefited from my whiteness. This I know. 

Second, white folks have a very low tolerance to be able to speak about race without getting offended. 
Thus to bring race up in church is too political, too radical, un-Christian. Now, I could refer you to 
every single speech that Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. spoke during the civil rights movement to refute 
this idea, but instead I want to refer you to words found in our own hymnals and books of worship: 

Our baptismal vows ask us, “Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, 
injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves?”  
Or  
The confession from our first Service of Word and Table (UMH page 8) prays, 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have failed to be an obedient church. 
We have not done your will, 
we have broken your law, 
we have rebelled against your love, 
we have not loved our neighbors, 
and we have not heard the cry of the needy. 
Forgive us, we pray. 
Free us for joyful obedience, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 All pray in silence. 
 Leader to people: 

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; 
that proves God's love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Can we truly be forgiven if we’ve heard the cries of the needy and not done a thing? Can we truly be 
forgiven if we refuse to believe our neighbors, even with all the video evidence of the past 10 years? 
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Bend Church Open Door Cafe/Day Center Ministry 
 

Despite the coronavirus and the closure of our church, with volunteers from our congregation and 
from other churches and within the community, we’ve kept the ministry alive. There are two 
components to this ministry: The “Open Door Café” piece and the “Day Center” part, both combined 
into a cohesive whole.  In many ways, the Day Center has been hardest hit.  We’ve been able to 
flexibly shift to continue the Open Door Café by preparing and passing out breakfast sacks every 
Wednesday morning.  Our guests can no longer come inside to get a shower, a haircut, pick up mail, 
go to the clothing room, or perhaps just as important, get off the streets for just a short time to 
decompress.  
 
Our volunteers have done a great job of continuing to interact, from safe distances, with our guests, 
offering a smile, someone to talk to, and doing the best they can to provide services.  From our 
community room door we make available hygiene items (razors, shaving cream, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, soap, shampoo, etc.).  We also offer socks, underwear, feminine hygiene products, 
t-shirts, sunglasses, etc.   
 
Though the clothing room is closed, (when it reopens it will be called the “Free Boutique) if a guest 
needs clothes one of our volunteers will make a trip to the clothing room to see if we have the right 
type and size of clothing the guests needs.  If we can find the right type and size, we can fill that need. 
 
Another critical piece of the Day Center ministry we’ve kept going is the mail room.  More than 130 
people who have no fixed address regularly pick up their mail at our church.  Again, thanks to 
volunteers, we’ve got set mail room hours that folks on the streets can count on to know where and 
when they can get their mail. Our church, through our mail room, has helped ease the financial 
distress of many.  We don’t keep count, but over the past several months since the government IRS 
coronavirus checks have been sent, we estimate that between 20-30 people who would have had no 
other way to get their checks have been able to pick them up from our mail room.  
 
Again, none of this would be possible without our dedicated volunteers. 
 

Chuck Hemingway  -  Program Coordinator 

Bend Church, in 1 Corinthians, Paul reminds us that WE are the body of Christ, and if one of us is 
suffering then all of us are suffering. We need each and every one of us in order for the body to 
run smoothly. It is our work to look deeply at the systems we are a part of and to make them bet-
ter for everyone. It is our work to finally listen deeply to our black and brown neighbors, repent of 
the ways we have ignored their cries, and seek the Kin-dom of God.  It is our work to operate from 
a place of humility and groundedness in God’s love and light, not from a position of cultural 
superiority or dismissiveness. 

This is our work. It is difficult and painful and requires us to see reality in a different way, and 
frankly, I don’t know where it will lead us. I do not have all the answers, but I am, finally, 
listening. Join me. 

Pastor Jen  

Did you know? 
As of July 1st 2019, Bend Oregon is estimated - 92.7% White, 
.6% Black, 9.1% Hispanic or Latino, 1.9% Asian, .4% Native American 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/bendcityoregon P
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“Aliens and the Bible!” 
An OUT OF THIS WORLD 

adventure of fun, learning, laughing and love! 
This is a VBS program you do at home     

on your own schedule.  :-) 
 
                                                                                                  (above: alien grass monster) 
Your kit will include:     
 Supplies for four crafts and instructions 
 Opportunities to help the ministry of Bend Church’s Open Door Café  
 Fun activity and movement ideas 
 Links to videos of four alien stories read by “Expert Alien Story Reader” Sue 

Szabo 
 Four Bible stories with messages that relate to our fun alien stories 
 Alien snack ideas and recipes 
 Songs to dance and sing with 
 Alien cupcakes on the last day!  (That will be delivered or you can pick up at the 

church!)  
 Zoom info for a cupcake party on Friday, August 14th where the kids can connect, 

show each other their crafts and have an online dance party.  :-) 
 
To reserve a box for your child that you will pick up at the church prior 
to August 10th, contact Julie Hanney!  Julie.bendchurch@gmail.com 
Boxes are FREE with donations gratefully accepted. We have a lim-

ited number of boxes, please reserve by Monday, August 3rd.  
Questions? Contact Julie Hanney: Julie.bendchurch@gmail.com 

VBS in a BOX! 

Aug. 10-14th 
Reserve your box! 

August 2020 

Wesleyan Small Groups  - Sign up today! 
Small groups are the life blood of the Methodist movement. Join one of our faith 

formation groups and experience for yourself the importance of a group to keep you 
accountable to your own goals around faith. Visit our website, www.bendumc.org, and 
fill out the sign-up form under the “Ministries” tab. (Adult Ministries          Small Group Sign-Up) 
These small groups will be virtual, begin this month and continue for three months.  

 
Times available:  Sundays 11am—12pm 
   Mondays 11am—12pm 
   Tuesdays 9:30am—10:30am, 2pm—3pm or 6:30pm—7:30pm 
   Wednesdays 6:30pm—7:30pm 
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Life Transitions for AUGUST 

Robert Olsen 08/01 

Jill Gentry 08/02 

Eric Nyquist 08/02 

Alex Henderson 08/03 

Gwen Holliday 08/03 

Claire Smith 08/04 

Wilma Keller 08/06 

Michael Avila 08/07 

Debi Harr 08/09 

Judy Givens 08/10 

Micah King 08/10 

Chris Waller 08/10 

Dan Dyer 08/11 

Karen Wykes 08/13 

Paul Reynolds 08/14 

Barbara Catron 08/18 

Nancy Fisher 08/20 

Jack Gardepy 08/20 

Holly Nyquist 08/20 

Tracy Reynolds 08/24 

Sheila Dell 08/25 

Susan Thomas 08/25 

Stephen Radford 08/26 

Lil Quinn 08/27 

Susan Whitney-Kurtz 08/27 

Carolyn Rhodes 08/28 

Derek Stuart 08/28 

Xandria Oxford 08/29 

Louise Lesher 08/31 

Wesley Merrill 08/31 

How may we pray for you? 
 
Prayer Chain: The Prayer Chain vol-

unteers are contacted when a 
prayer request is given. If you wish to 
be prayed for by those on the prayer 

chain, contact the Prayer Chain 
coordinator.  

email: 
prayer.bendchurch@gmail.com 

 
This ministry will hold you close in 

prayer. 
 

Join us on Facebook 
(Friends of Bend Church) 

at 10am on Sundays for a live 
prayer and communion. 

Joe & Sarah Gardepy 08/04 

John & Pam Hannon 08/07 

Chuck & Martha Hemingway 08/07 

Keith Wetzel & Susanne Painter 08/08 

Leslie & Russel Hopper 08/12 

Patty & Robert Stark 08/13 

Melinda & Steve Gesuale 08/14 

Rebecca & Chip Locklear 08/16 

Steven & Anna Park 08/16 

Valerie & Larry White 08/17 

Dave & Kim Beckett 08/23 

Max King & Dory Koehler-King 08/23 

Bruce & Tracy Reynolds 08/27 

Bill & Barb Rich 08/30 
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“I just need to rest my eyes.”  
This phrase was something that my mother would say to 
us on a regular basis. She was raising four busy children 
and when we would find her laying down, even for a 
second, with her eyes closed, we would immediately go 
to her and ask her what in the world she was doing. (Of 
course as children we thought it strange that anyone 
would want to lay down in the middle of the afternoon) 

She would say these words to us and we would roll our eyes and walk off.  
I will admit that I often say those same words to my children.  
 
In the past few months, we have been using screens for so many things. In a time 
in history where we were already heavily reliant on our screens for 
entertainment, work, and connection many of us find ourselves spending even 
more hours looking at devices. At times, this is essential and life giving. Having a 
Zoom call with family members or being able to “go live” on Facebook for 
communion have been wonderful new connections in my own life.  However,  I 
find myself drawn to these screens for solace even more often, even when I 
wouldn’t have before. I can feel that my boundaries have loosened as I seek 
connection and information in this time and my eyes are tired. As we continue 
on in this ever-changing landscape, in a season where we are having to be 
intentional about new rhythms to our days I would encourage you to reflect 
about your practice of Sabbath. When and how will you build into your new 
rhythms a time to “rest your eyes?” Is there value right now in shutting off our 
screens? What are some of the new ways you are practicing Sabbath?  
 
I would love to hear your thoughts about this.  
Email me at: Nicole.bendchurch@gmail.com 

                                                            Nicole 

Care & Discipleship Ministry 

The Bend Church Foundation supports Bend Church through regular gifts 
supporting outreach ministries, mission trips and more. To propose funding for a 

Bend Church Project, please contact the office for the form to submit. 
The Foundation, however, cannot do this good work without your generosity. 

Please consider making a gift to the Bend Church Foundation or developing a living 
legacy. Contact the church office at 541.382.1672 for more details. Thank you! 
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         Financial Corner 

From your bookkeeper & contribution's clerk:   
 

Even though we aren’t together physically, God is still working in our community and through 

our church because of you and your financial generosity! Because of you and the gifts you 

provide, the church’s doors are swinging wide open. You are helping us learn new ways of “being 

together while we’re apart.” You are helping us to be the church in our community.   We know 

that COVID-19 has hit some of you harder than others. Whether you have lost a job, seen a 

significant loss in your finances, or have been ill, we want you to know that your church 

community is praying for and standing with you. Please let us know how we can be with you in 

your time of need. 

 

And we also know that some of you are looking for ways to make a difference. We are committed 

to keeping our staff employed and keeping our church in excellent (and sanitized) condition so 

when we are ready to return to “normal” – whatever that looks like – your church will be ready 

and raring to go. That, friends, does cost money. 

 

If you are able, your financial support is critical at this time. As you can imagine, because we 

have not been “passing the plate,” our income is down. Thank you to those of you who have con-

tinued to pay your pledge or have given us an extra gift. You are making a huge difference   

 

Please consider giving a gift today. 

1. Through the good old-fashioned mail. (680 NW Bond St  Bend, OR  97703) 

2. On-line. Go to our church’s website (www.bendumc.org) and click on “Giving”. 

3. Set up a recurring gift through your bank or credit union. 

Thank you again, for your faithfulness.   
  

 

 

 

Diane Cole, Contributions     

 finance.bendchurch@gmail.com   
Tina Ficher, Book Keeper 
tina.bendchurch@gmail.com 

“Peace be with you!” 
“And also with you!” 

 
We would LOVE to see different faces 

greeting us during the Passing of the Peace. 
Record yourself saying those statements and send 
the recordings to office.bendchurch@gmail.com. 

(Horizontal recordings are always best) 
Thank you!! 
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The Chimes is a monthly newsletter published for the members and friends of Bend Church.   
Send correspondence and address changes to 680 NW Bond St., Bend, Oregon 97703; or email to office.bendchurch@gmail.com (Attention: Erin)  

680 NW Bond Street 
Bend, Oregon 97703 

 www.bendumc.org 

CHURCH STAFF 

Senior Pastor: Jen Stuart - jen.bendchurch@gmail.com         Early Service Music Coordinator:  
Associate Pastor:   Julie Hanney - julie.bendchurch@gmail.com 

      Nicole Berry- nicole.bendchurch@gmail.com         Chancel Choir Director:  
Office & Building Administrator:               Glenda Alford - musictg@bendbroadband.com 
     Erin Buckley-Noonan - office.bendchurch@gmail.com              Bells of Praise:  
Director of Children & Family Ministries:                                                Shelley Giaier - michelegiaier777@gmail.com 
     Julie Hanney - julie.bendchurch@gmail.com          Book Keeper:  
Day Center / Open Door Café Coordinator:    Tina Ficher - tina.bendchurch@gmail.com 
     Chuck Hemingway - hemingwaych@bendnet.com         Contributions Clerk:  
                   Diane Cole - finance.bendchurch@gmail.com 

                                                                                                                                        
                        
                
 

Bishop of the Oregon-Idaho Conference: Elaine Stanovsky         District Superintendent:  Wendy Woodworth 
               email:        / District Website: umoi.org 
 
 

 
Bend Church United Methodist 

680 NW Bond Street, Bend OR  97703 
office.bendchurch@gmail.com 

www.bendumc.org 
Phone: (541) 382-1672 

Fax: (541) 388-4491 


