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For the past three weeks, nine youth and adu  What is truth?
mentors have been joining with Debi Shimek anc ~ Who is my neighbor?
- for confirmation. Confirmation is a challengingda  What is the true worship that God desires?
interesting time as | help the youth learn about bt What shall | do to inherit eternal life?
ing a Christian, and specifically about being a If God knows everything about me, why should
United Methodist Christian. And while we have | engage in conversation or prayer with God?
discussions and activities that are based on our!  Why do some religious people close their dges
liefs and values as followers of Jesus, most of oL God doing a new thing?
time is spent in conversation about the questioms = How can God forgive those who mock, torture,
- have regarding our faith. persecute and even kill those who are doing God'’s

In his bookWishful Thinking Frederick work? . . ,
Buechner suggests that if we look to the Bibleras Is it possible to see miracles in today's orl
answer book, we may be reading it the wrong we  Buechner goes on to say that when you hear the
Rather, the wisdom the Bible imparts to us is abcquestion that is your question, then you have direa
asking the right questions so that we live a fala begun to hear much. And even though you may no
purposeful life. He writes: be at the place where you can accept the Bible’s an

_ _ swer or not, you have reached the point where at
We are all much involved, all of us, with ques- |g5st you can begin to hear it.

tions about things that matter a good deal todaty

will be much forgotten by this time tomorrow — th This Lent, our theme for worship will Bear-
immediate wheres and whens and hows that faci|ess: The Courage to Ask Questios! through

daily at home and at work — but at the same time the season, you will have the opportunity to reflec
tend to lose track of the questions about things tt on and share your most challenging questions. Eac
- matter always, life-and-death questions about  Sunday service will be focused on a different ques-
meaning, purpose and value. To lose track of st tion and between the worship services there will be
deep questions as these is to risk losing tracktaf 3 time for conversation based on the questions we
we really are in our own depths and where we ar gre seeking answers for at the Fearless Café.
really going. There is perhaps no stronger reaso _ _ o

for reading the Bible than that somewhere ... the | am looking forward to sharing this time of
awaits each reader ... the one question which ... raising questions with you and growing in my faith.
_ the central question of his (her) own life. Remember that Lent begins on Ash Wednesday,

_ _ _ March 9. We will have two services that day at
Here are some of the questions the Bible $ais qon and at 6 pm. | hope to see you there.

for us:

How can a person be born when s(he) is old”
What do you need to let go of in order to live
to the fullest?




Towards the end of January a man came in asking for
rental assistance. When someone is looking fdaleas-
sistance | always ask if they have any incomeyd@scan
Imagine the responses vary. Most people who aidrig
for rental assistance have some sort of incomenjoist
enough. This man had a new response for me hensaid
his unemployment had run out. This man & | talkethe
and | had to sadly say that with no income he neééadle
seriously consider what his next move was goinigeto

| told him | would help him this month so he collave a I
month to consider his next move but that the church
couldn’t support him. It wasn't long after thaath read
an article stating that the 99 weeks of unemploytrhas
run out and there are going to be a lot of peapleduble.
This man came back this month with a new question
would | help him with storage. He had in fact conpe
with a plan; he is moving in with his parents. isléucky
he has parents in the area because some peopletae
lucky. He wants to put his basic furniture intorae be-
cause moving in with his parents is short termjast
necessary until he finds a job. He also told na¢ lie was
selling some of his unnecessary furniture to p&y th
month’s rent and utilities.

As you can imagine this is a difficult time for hioat he
Is not alone. This past Wednesday | had severglpe
come in who were in the same situation as he & th
unemployment has run out and they now have no iecom
| actually don’t know what we as a church and asra-
munity are going to do to help these people. fadd the
first man we cannot support everyone in this situnat
Even though it has been over two years since curauay
fell people are still in dire need maybe even mdréhank
all of you who support the Compassionate Care Fund
because it is so necessary for Bend at this time.




Family Kitchen

This month there are some changes going on withlf¥fam
Kitchen. Barbara Brothers has agreed to take onga-
nizing the volunteers for Family Kitchen and berag
sponsible for the serving & cleaning shift from@18
7:00pm and Janis Sharpe has agreed to take oveodhkeg shift from
2:30 to 4:30pm. Some of you may remember thasJaharpe spent 5
years as the cook as well as the serving and gbesumervisor so she is
no stranger to us. | still feel passionate ablatRamily Kitchen ministry
so although I am not going to be the Methodist Téaader | will now
be on the Family Kitchen Board.

We have two dates for Family Kitchen this monthSdssy 3/29 and
Thursday 3/31. The Confirmation Class and theegstf Faith Circle
will be providing volunteers. You may be hearingnh Barbara if these
two groups can't fill all the slots so keep Fanlychen in the back of
your mind for March.
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Check out our website
for important information.
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Meet at the Church, Wednesday'’s ) '/ % 2o
at 8am for coffee and fellowship. 1° 2 o
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To Our Church Family and
Health Ministry Program :
Judy and Kevin Godard and family
want to thank you for all your
prayers, cards, visits, great meals
and the love and medical financial
support you have given us.
Thank you-thank you-thank you.
We are truly blessed by this wonder-
ful church family. Judy continues to
hold her own and keep that positive
attitude she has always had.

Our love and blessings to you all.
The Godards, Gybels and Cartwrights
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_" I've been a member of United Methodist Women foe¢h
years. | joined after Betty Lopez joined our churBbtty
Il had been in other United Methodist churches befare,

Bt 4 ,:‘- b, none of them had a United Methodist Women unit.sOur
A il "‘j did, and she joined.
wa She came up with the idea of a United Methodist \&om
B group for young girls and began to corral thenovel to

work with kids. | expressed an interest in helgieg, and
she took me up on it.

That's how Emma’s Circle started. It's for girlsl7-years

old. One of our first successes was taking more Btagirls
to School of Christian Mission.

When we went to School of Christian Mission, lised room with all of these wonderful, dynamic wame
who had dedicated their lives to Christian misglmough United Methodist Women and done many wonder
ful things. | knew | wanted to be a United Methadégomen member. | was so impressed with the fdith o
these women.

That year the mission study was Palestine-Israehs deeply affected by that study.

Today I'm president of our unit. We have four gl counting Emma’s Circle. One of my goals thigrys to
bring all of our circles together for one meetie have a difficult time getting people to atteatht unit
meetings. Our leaders put a lot of work into megsin

Being a United Methodist Women member has helpedateire in my faith and helped me understand that i
one, two, 20 or however many people are in a grmggther, we can make a difference. I've seenithiite
church and experienced it in the work of United hetist Women.

By: Pamela Stewart is president of United Methodist Wiemt First United Methodist Church in TorrancelifCa
(Article is as written for the UMW- Response MagaZzirticle—Making A Difference)

DID YOU KNOW? ----
Our UMW Unit is composed of 6 active circles.
Circle of Friends --- meets the 3rd Thursday at 6 PM.
Koinonia Circle --- meets the 2nd Tuesday at 12:30 PM.
Ruth Circle --- meets the 2nd Tuesday at 1 PM.
Shalom Circle --- meets the 4th Monday at 10 AM.
Sisters of Faith--- meets the 3rd Thursday at 10 AM.

All Circles welcome new members! For more inforimag
call Chris Mitchell, 541-389-9787.
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Phil Kirk
Brent Silberbauer
Jan McDonald

Ryon Tanner
Leslie Hopper
Joe Jacobs
Elizabeth Lantis
Gail Vance
Melissa Ramberg
Sara Weeks
Lorraine Zachary
Lauren Denfeld
Dan King

Jerry Mosley
Lila McMahon
Jeani Engstrom
Michael Hopp
Phyllis Stuewig
Chuck Tucker
Hannah Jadzak
Katie Ardt
Preston Carter
Diane Cole
JoANnn Ford
Richard Frazier
Jacob Baker
Barb Rich

John Hannon
Jason McKay
Brian Shimek
Annette Nelson
Ty Parsons
Emmett Shortreed
Leah Davies
Sherry Conley
Steve Talley
Tanner Tisdel
Elizabeth Voiles
Debi Shimek
Chris Evans
Opal Jones
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03/01
03/01
03/02
03/02
03/03
03/03
03/03
03/03
03/05
03/07
03/07
03/08
03/08
03/08
03/09
03/10
03/12
03/14
03/15
03/16
03/19
03/19
03/19
03/21
03/21
03/22
03/22
03/23
03/23
03/24
03/25
03/25
03/25
03/26
03/27
03/27
03/28
03/28
03/29
03/30
03/30

SZ

AW Awwi\/ersarg This Mownth

Scott McLean 03/01
Patricia McLean 03/01
Stephen Radford 03/12
Lisa Radford 03/12
Claudia Morton/Clark 03/17
Ken McCormic 03/25
Sara McCormic 03/25
Joe Jacobs 03/28
Ruth Jacobs 03/28
Robert Williams 03/28
Jean Williams 03/28
Alleene Smallwood 03/29
Gloria Powell 03/30
Scott Powell 03/30
3 o ¥ v

4 o <" o ¥ Qe

Q o1
? . e

> 4




AWESOME CONGREGATION!

-Lorraine Zachary, Parish Nurse

“Be hospitable to one another without complainibge good stewards of the manifold grace of God,
serve one another with whatever gift each has weck? 1 Peter:9-10.

You, the congregation, responded with grace aneérgsity when you were asked to assist the Godandyfavith a
financial contribution. Frankly, | was overwhelmeih the outpouring of love and support for thesdrving fam-
ily. Through your gifts and a donation from Heallimistry, we were able to contribute $3000 to sisiem with
the many bills associated with Judy’s long ilineSée has bravely faced the many challenges teatah met while
undergoing treatment for metastatic breast canider.family and friends have rallied around hengig cheer
and positive thoughts each day. Kevin, while naimhg two jobs, is supportive, loving, and kindeivery way.
Judy is never alone — either a family member @nfiiis always with her. None sees this as a burdbay insure
each day that Judy’s physical and spiritual neeelsreet. Judy is always smiling and lift's MY spgreach time we
visit. When | have the privilege of working witarhilies that try as hard as this one, and stiliggle, |1 ask myself
what we can do that would be the most helpfulHANK EACH ONE OF YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY —
you are a true example of Christ’s love for us @l have made a difference. It is true, n@ap what we sow,
and the Godards have sowed seeds of kindness wkictow return to them with continuing love and supp

EDUCATION AND EMPOWERMENT SERIES FOR ADULT CHILDRERND SENIORS

A workshop will be held at St. Charles Medical Genheant to foster an understanding and promotegiia
among families regarding issues of aging. The wlook will be held in Rooms C and D by the main ipbfbm
5:30 — 7pm on the following dates:

Monday, February 28— SUCCESSFUL AGING IS IN THE PLAN
Monday, March 28— INTERGENERATIONAL COMMUNICATION: IT'S NOT WHAT
YOU SAY BUT HOW YOU SAIT
Monday, April 2% — ARE YOU MY MOTHER? WORKING WITH ALZEIMER’S AND
DEMENTIA
Monday, May 2% — NOW WHAT? AN EXPERT PANEL PRESENT LEGAL,
FINANCIAL AND CAREGIVINGGCENARIOS AND SOLUTIONS

Workshops are $29 with advance ticket purchaseb88cdt the door. The entire series is $99 if paseld in
advance. A percentage of the proceeds will behefitthborhood Impact’s food assistance for seniors.

The presenter is Ali Davidson, a long time sengracate in our community and owner of an in-home eaency.
| have known Ali for many years and admire her apph to the care of the senior population. Shieesuthor of
It's Between You and Me Ali says that “we spend more time planning cacations than we do consideringw
we wish to live during our senior years, and oumaeyears will last a lot longer than a few weéks.

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO REGISTERuse any of the methods listed below:

www.wiserandoldernow.com
Right at Home Central Oregon at 541-633-7436
Email: info@rightathom.com

This should be a very beneficial workshop for thoaeng for aging parents, those anticipating stanie,
and all seniors interested in planning for thetufa.
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Boutique Crafters meet
twice a month to work
on items for the
Oct. 15th Boutique.

We Welcome Newcomers!

More Info: &

Peggy 389-9804 O;
Chris 385-6130 “AM{L {0
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We have helped many families with food. Once againshelves are looking quite

bare. If you are able to pick up a little someghaxtra you can make a difference
for a struggling family. We have people drop byast everyday looking for food.
Things like tuna, peanut butter, beef or chickenwsttanned veggies and fruit, small

cans or jars of coffee and hygiene items are dtovee additions. Please bring

what you can to help make a difference right her€entral Oregon.
(Please check the dates on food items and be sheg are not out-dated).
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Beginning on Sunday, March 13, and continaimgugh
Lent, there will be a Sunday School class for adidtusing
on the question for the week based on the gospding for
that Sunday. Here is the schedule of questiongilbe dis-

cussing:

March 13 — How do we deal with temptation?
(Matthew 4:1-11)
March 20 — What does it mean to be “bornrfja(John 3:1-18)
March 27 — What does it take for us to di/foresent to God and

to each other? (John4R%b
April 3 — What “new thing” might God be dgiimn our church? In our world?

What makes it hard fotaisee? (John 9:1-41)
April 10 — What healing do you desire? Walabut our world causes

Jesus to weep today? n(Jddh1-45)
April 17 — In what part of your life haveydelt God persevering with you?

(Matthew 27:11-54)

We will meet in the fellowship hall. Bring yourftee and your insights
as we explore these important questions.

KEEPING IN OUR PRAYERS

The Sunday School Book Club
just started a new book. We
are reading, Strengthto Love ,a
book of sermons from Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr (1929-1968).
He was the architect of the non-
violent civil rights movement,
was a Noble Prize laureate and
one of the greatest orators in US
history. Newcomers welcome,
this is a drop in class. We meet
in the Community Room
between services. Join us. Call
Karen Wykes (541-382-6651)
for more information.
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The Chimeds a monthly newsletter published for the membarsfaends of First United Methodist Church, Be@degon.
Send correspondence and address changes to 6800NW., Bend, Oregon 97701; or email to firstch@bendumc.or@Attention: Beth)

|
CHURCH STAFF

Pastor: Thom Larson Parish Nurse: Lorraine Zachary

Director of Children & Family Ministries: Lesli Magee Early Service Music Coordinator: Luke MacSween
Youth Ministries: Derek Beauvais & Cathy Carter Chancel Choir Director: Glenda Downs

Treasurer: Jill Armstrong Organist: Chris Mitchell

Contributions Clerk: Diane Cole Custodian: Kevin Godard

Office Administrator: Beth Allen

Bishop of the Oregon-ldaho Conference: Robert Hoshibata
Assistant to the Bishop: Steve Ross

Bend First United Methodist Church
680 NW Bond Street
Bend OR 97701
www.bendumc.org
Phone: (541) 382-1672
Fax: (541) 388-4491
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